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Proposals designed to ease adoption troubles

BY T1M RICHARD
BYOY Wamen

Finding good faml|lies for home-
feas kide was the chicf goal of Lt,
Gov. Connie Binsfeld's Commis-
slon on Adoptien.

Bills by Sen. Robert Geake, R-
Northvitle, and Rep. Maxine Ber.
man, D-Southfield, are among the
21.bill package passed by the
state Senate prior to its spring

reak,

‘The Geake:-Berman package
will require health Insurers to
cover children the day they enter
their new homes rather than a
year later, when the adoption be.
comes final,

“A child is a child," philoso-
phized Berman, who has worked
three years on the project, often
with opposition from insurers,

Currently, adoptive parents fre.
quently take their birth chlldren
to one doctor and their adopted
children to another, sometimes in
another tawn, whe accepts Medic-
oid payments.

Mecanwhile, Gov. John Engler's

iministratlon used o

Birth-parent
searches
addressed

BY TiM RICHARD
ST Wit M

Adults who were adopted as
children will have a new tool to
find their birth parents in a pack.
age of bills winding through the
Michigan Legislature.

They can get a court-appointed
“confidential Intermediary” to lo-
cate birth parenta and ask them il
they wish contact with the chil-
dren they gave up for adoption
years ago,

“Some of us do that already,”
said Oakiand Probate Judge Joan
E. Young. “We may authorize a
stafl member or someone from an
agency.

“It hos been successful. The
times P've used ir, it haa worked
well. The birth parent is asked,
‘Do you want to be found?” The
majority say yes. Sometimes they
say, ‘Not right now,’ " Young said.

A Bloomfield Township resi-
dent, Young was a member of the
Lt. Gov. Connie Binafcld's Com-
mission on Adoption that worked
in 1991.2 to suggest administra.
tive changes and new laws.

It's confidential

The *“confidential intermedl.
ary™ (CI) bill was sponsared by
Sen. Micheel Bouchard, R-Bir-
mingham. It codifies into the pro-
bate code the kinds of efforts
Young and other judges tried,

o bill also would ease the
problem adult adoptees face in
obtaining non-identifying Infor.
mation about their parents. Many
testified in House hesrings held
by Rep. David Gubow, D-Hunt-
ington Woods, that the inability
to Jearn their own genetic histo-
ries prevented them from getting
treatment,

Other key elements of the
Bouchard bill:
B Afer receiving a petition from
an adult adoptee, a probate judge
could appoint a CI who would
take an cath not ta report “identi-
fying information in sealed
records without written consent™
of the birth parent. A CI who re-
lecsed confidential information
could be held in contempt of

court.

B The CI would be allowed access
to confidential adoption records
and would epproach the birth
parent through “a discreet and
confidential Inquiry.” The bish
parent could say “yes,” “no" or
“not now.” A *yes” would have tp

© beinwriting.

8 The Cl's compensation would
be limited to reimbumement for
actual expenses from the petition.

er.
Bouchard's bill has the
Senste and will be taken up by
the House Judiciary Commlittee
after the spring break. .

: Speed itup . '
One goal of the Binsfeld Com. -
misslon was to find adoptive fam.

children who are wards of
the state. B

satvices for the state Departrnent -

Xl - 1091 e dId. 1,820 ¢
tinaa, 1n 1903 we did 10600 o .
of: percent;” sald.

- Advanced Papmest Pragram

datlon from the Binsfold Com-
miasion to speod up the proceas of
placing abused and neg)
children who are wards of tha
atate.

‘The Department of Soclal Ser-
vices effort to speed the process is
being hatled ns good news by
those who want to see children
“united with theie *forever fami.
lies," " in Binsfeld's words,

Oskland Probatea Judge Joan E.
Young pralsed the work of Rich.

ard Hoekatra, direction of the di-
vision of adoption services for the
state DSS,

“In 1891 we did 1,320 adop-
tions. In 1993 we did 1,059, an
increase of 48 porcont, sal
Hockstra,

“First, we made changes In
1992 In our contracts with private
sgencies that we rely on to place
half of cur chllidren, We give them
(sgencies) o financial incentive to
place them within the first elght

months of wardship ~ dan't lot
them linger,

“Second, we made a diligent ef-
fort to get kids listed on the oz-
change,” o state directory of avait-
able children.

Of the 5,000 adoptions done In
Michigan each year, about 20 per-
cent woro atate wards, the
Binafeld Commlxslon reported.

In 1991 some 1,600 chlldren a
year were bocoming state wards,
but enly 1,200 a year were being

adopted. So tho pool of state

rda was growlng at 400 children
aVyear, At that rate, the pool
would have grown to 5,000 by the
year 2000.

“But thn administration was
criticized by one member of the
Binsfeld Commission, Don
Marengere of Bloomfleld Town.
ship. Former president of Adop-
tion Option, Marengere sald tho
stato ls cutting back its services
to birth mothers, often ied

teon-agers, R

He cited the closing of Maritlac.
Hal), a Farmington Hills contrac. .
tor which provided -prenatal ser:”
vices, Including adoptlon counsel.
ing, to young mothers. .

“Half the low-birthweight ba.-
bies In Detroit are born to teen-
mothers,” Maorengere eald. “It:
costa $2,000 per ‘day to care for
those bables unti! they can be re.”
leaset). You know who paya for:

that? Thoe taxp .
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STANDARD F

SEATING

ATUR
* DRIVER-SIDE AIR BAG' » 3.0-L1TER OHC
V-6 ENGINE ¢ MULTI-POINT ELECTRONIC
FUEL INJECTION ¢ FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE

» FOUR-WHEEL ANTI-LOCK BRAKE SYSTEM
* POWER STEERING ® ELLCTRONIC
AM/FM STERED CASSETTE
Prepeerien EQUIPMENT
PAcCKAGE 692A: ¢ Power
WINDOWS /LOCKS ® DUAL POWER MIRRORS
® B-WAY FOWER DRIVER'S SEAT

® ALUMINUM WIIEELS ® 7-PASSENGER

e off with any of these four great
right now..for a great low price!
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First Month's Paymnent’ .

1994 MERCURY VILLAGER GS
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Refundable Security Deposit.
Cash Due at Signing® ...

STANDARD FEATUL

4.6-L17eR SOHC V-8 ExcINE
* SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ® SPEED-
SENSITIVE, VARIABLE-ASSIST FOWER STEERING ¢ DRIVEX- AND RICNT-

FRONT PASSENGER-SIDE AIR BAG SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT SYsTem'
® 4-WHEEL POWER DISC BRAKES ® CFC-FREE AIR CONDITIONER

¢ POWER WINDOWS ® POWER OUTSIDE MIRRORS ® 6-WAY POWER
DRIVEX'S SEAT ® ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTE RADIO
RRED EQUIMMENT PACKAGE
FINGERTIP SPLED CONTROL * POWER LOCK GROUP

* ELECTRIC REAR WINDOW DEFROSTEN ® FRONT AND NEAR CARPETED

Pur
157

" FLOOR MATS

1994 MERCURY
GRAND MARQUIS GS

519080

STANDARD FEATURIS: » DRIVER AND KIGHT-FRONT PASSENGER
AR $AG SUPPLEMENYAL RESTRAINT SYSTEM' ¢ 3.8-LITER V-6 ENGINE

* SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION ® POWER STEERING

© CFC-FREE AR CONDITIONER * ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO WITH CASSETTE
RRED EQUIPMENT PACKAGE 260A ¢ FIncaanp
ROL ® POWEX LOCK GROUP ® ELECTRIC REAR WINDOW DEFROSTEX
 LIGIT CROUF ® 6-WAY FOWER DRIVER'S SEAT » CAST ALUMINUM WHEELS

1994 MERCURY COUGAR XR7
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STANDARD FEATURES: +3.0-UTIR V-6
ENGINE ® SEQUENTIAL MULTI-PORT ELECTRONIC FUEL
INJECTION ® SPEED-SENSITIVE VARIABLE-ASSIST POWER
RACK-AND-PINION STEERING ® POWER BRAKES ¢ CFC-
FRRE AIR CONDITIONER ¢ DRIVER- AND RIGHT-FRONT
PASSENGOR-SIDE AIR BAG SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT
1. System! PREFPERRED EQUIPMENT

. PACKAGE 451 A:e POWER SIDE WINDOWS
* FINGERTIP SPEED CONTROL ® POWER LOCK GROUP
©'5-WAY POWER DRIVER'S SEAT ® ALUMINUM WHEELS
'ELECTRONIC AM/FM STEREO CASSETTERADID .

AWM RS R L

269 -

First Month's Payment! .............
R L. Y7 ) 7

Do Rayment et 1,743 wvansvesrssssn 0 N

* SOOUTIEY DEPOSIE arsvrmecrrrend 275 cremrensn?32S :

Cash Due at Signing® .

16615

B )

¥ -




