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POINTS OF VIEW

Are gangs a problem or i

caders wete ashed to call The

Farmingtan Obsenver and let us

knuw 1f they thought south
pangs were becuming a problem in the
Farmingtun area. Here ane some ot the
esPanses:

“Well, | go to Farmington High. Lhe:
lieve that gangs have golten way vat ol
contro] Just today there was sriting
all over vur schoul partables 1 feel it's
just a bunch ot Mds tning to be
gownups

-
< Gangs very well could be s prolilesn
1-have chilizen wha attend the Fazm:

Art should be more than an add-on in curriculum

- al goals. At educators are sayingi IR

uestion: I have been an art
Q teacher for 22 years. | huve

followed your column for some

time but have never seen s
column regarding the legitimate
role of art in the school curriculum.
Although 1love my job and am not
bitter. this is typical of the attention
given to arts in our schools. It is of-
ten an aflerthought in our culture,
as opposed to Japan, France, Ge
many and other countries where his-
torically art has been required in the
curriculum. Do you agrec?

Answer: [agree, and all the reasons
to rationalize the issue away fall short
A National Arts Education, Research
Center sunvey found that instructionasl
time devuted to art at the clementary
Tevel declined between 1962 and 18950
And a 1989 study by the Natiunal En-
dowment far the Arts found that only
halt of all students in grades 7-8 took a
visual-arts course. The participation in
visual-arts courses drops to 21 pereent
in grades 9-10, and then down to 16
percent in grades 11-12

Let's louk at the reasons, justifiable
ot not. as to why our art programs du
not receive the national attention in
this country that thes do international.
.

The notorious 1950 A Nation at
Risk™ school reform study did little to
help any aesthetic movement in this
countey for thuse who cherish and be-

. competeney in muthematics

ington Public Schoals and they know
the gangs. They know the Square Boys
and the symbals and the gang signs. 1
think now the gangs are furmed forin-
timidation purposes only. 1Fa gong
member is picked on, he knows that
the rest will back him up. But when
that changes aver into criminal activi-
ties, who knows?™

-

“Yeah, gangs ate going to become o
problem in the suburbs if you guys
continue to highlight it. In the Farm.
ingran Olisenver you put on the front
page o picture of some gung graftiti on

Risk" zeport’s major focus und concern
wats birsic shills, improving test scores
and world-oi-work opportunities tor
youth. Indeed, the " Nation ot Risk™ re-
port vaguely addeessed the arts . ..
which are considersd ta e music, the-
ater and danve as well as the visual
arts.

Fhe Lich of respwect for the arts wis |
then reintarced by furmer President
Bush and the nation’s governors when
they presented their nativnal goals for 1
eduvation in 196 The major goal was
that students should demonstrute
cienee,
history, geography, and English: the
ants were completely ignored.

Fhese facts still do not negate the
responsibility of local educational
teaders 1o encourage, suppart and pro-
mote a comprehensive arts program.
But the pressure for generating ook
MEAP scores, having students who
perform well enough on the SAT and
ACT to enter cullege, the strengthening
of vocational and industrial education.
computer training, and the like, some-
times seems to overshadow the begiti-
mate role of arts in out schools.

Other cultures view art differently.
They cherish art and, indeed, infuse
art into their everyday curriculum. For
instance, in Japan and in other cul
tures, a child often writes a story using
beautiful calligraphy, then illustrates
it with drawings. Stories are told on

“ wratfiti on the front page of the newspa-

©the 19208, .

awall. 1If 1 was in a gang ond | saw my

per, I'd think it would increase my
popularity and F'd want ta do it some
mure. If yau guys would just quit
highlighting these people, they would

J ad and fade away. This isn’t
Detroit 're just o bunch of kids
who are acting unruly. 10 you make it
more than that, they're going to live up
it So let it rest.”

*My opinion on gangs? 1 recently
read a ook thut talked about gangs in
. the rumrunners, gangs

H The lack of respect for
the arts was then reln-
forced by former President
Bush and the natlon's gov-
ernors when they present-
ed their national goals for
education In 1990.

dtinaviun area, Greece, the Arab coun-

i racl, France and other countries

is deeply ingrained in their culture, a

living recard of their ancestry and his-

tary
N

n America, are such a melting

pot of cultures, we don't seem to have

that same educationo) commitment to
art that other cultures have main-

' tained throughout history.

But be assured, [ can point out nu-
n this reader-

i and that they are not going to go away.

. indvaling with the politics of single-

s the newspaper?

throughout history. Thank you~ °

like that. It really was kind of 8 dawn-

ing real n to me, We think of these | *
gongs s being so horrible in today's

suciety, but we have always had them.
They've just been o different form. In i
the “20% we had the rumrunners and i

those guys Wwere very young, as young
ax the people involved in gangs today.
And they were just as violent and they
carried weapons and they were as mean
as we say the gangs ore today. I think
we will pever not have gaags. 1 don't
miean thot they're a good thing, but 1
also think that they're n society thing

I think that we have hod them

grams, progrums in visual arts, musie,
and dance second to none in the coun-
try. 1 am not sure this is true on a na-
tionul basis,
Al this nutwi

hstunding. what in-
structiunat area is the first (0 be cutin
a budget crunch? At the elementary
level it is always art, music and physi-
cal education. Why? Because the !
schoal district can shut down the “pull
out” classes for set, music and physical
eclucation during a budget crunch, but
must always have a teacher in cach
classroom to greet, monitor ancd teach
children. That's reality,

On the high side, the arts’ nutional
leadership now seems to he becuming
MOre agRress Lenders have muoved
into the political arcna. Steong, persis-

these kids an idea. You'll gi
sumething to do. Thank ym:?'lh

terrible, And there are gangs 1o fie
ington. They're destroying eveny o .
"T'he writing all aver everything.
should do samething with these ey
dren.” bt

. always remember being in W

 for the first time — Mosea andD

“] don't think there’s
[ these newspapers ku-x: ﬂm:‘ 3

1, there will be a problem. Youll j B8

*1 think the gangs in Farmlngy, .

about time. .
Although not an art authority, |8

D.C., in the 19705, and to get outof g

. rain [ ended up the Nationa! Gl i

Art. At age 41, the Irishman's fi
jur experience in on art museun Ty
was an vxhibit on religious an,
The entire history of what [ was i
tought as a child became alive,z

St. Francis of Assisi, Peterand

. . everything my religious tradi
had exposed me to as a child. The
Leauty of it all was overwhelming,
other area focused on Washingue;
son, l.h.l.' signing of the Declant

tent lubbying for unde fing of the
benefits of o sound arts program is
transpiring. according to John O Neil,
a leader in the field, in his January
1994 article in “Curriculum Upxdate,”
ften wondered if edueational
in the arts have been too pas- !
sive, scornful of ur just feel distasteful

his
hetic
wheeling and dealing with pol-
iticians; it is o tough srena. But that
would be stereotyping antists — or
would it? |
Nevertheless, Congress is revisiting
the arts and is now considering legisla.
tion that would include student com-

i early America, Events | had resd

_ think, “Ien‘t it a shame I waited g

 school children, But 1 believe we e
, the boat when we don’t expose yourg

and a visual hil .

came alive in stunning beauty, Toigl

41 to capture this experience?”

Indeed, T am all for trips tothes
ence museum, and the zoo for youy,

ones to art museums, ond when 11
treated an an add-on as opposed toad
integral part of a school's curricul

James “Doc” Doyle, a former texi}
school administrator and univers)
structor, is president of Doyle & Avgl
ates, an educational consulting fim
He can be reached at 953-2047, ruig

canvas, on dee

lieve in the lifelong value of a cumpre-
many countriv

hensive arts program. The “Nation at

. on school walls in
Artin ftaly, the Scan-

ship area which have excellent art pro-

. petence in the arts ax one of the nation- | 7856, by Touch-Tone phone.

HOMEUNE: 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience,

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAAND COUNTY: 9014716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591.0500
» Request subscriptions at yous convenience.
EVENTS LINE: 953-2005
= Curment details regarding community events inchuding dates, times and fees.

CUSTOM CONNECT CLASSIFIED: 1-810-413-4800
» Provides 24-hour access and security, sCreen responses 3t your conve
nience and leave messages or further instructions. There is no need 1o
release your name, phone number o business address.

FAX UNE: 1-800-967-5904
= You tan use a MasterCard., of Visa*1o kcess the following informa-
tion from our classified ads:
« fem No. 9402: Looking for a place 10 rent or snmeone to share
an apantment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available begimingz'oaobﬁ &by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereafier at the same time, Cost: $5.95.
« lten No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
rommage sales. Cost: $5.95
* ltem Na. 9800 Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campets, air-
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95
* ltem No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
auomobiles. Cost: $39.95
O&E ON-LINE
BIZMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 5014711
. LIVONLA AND SUEROUNDING AREAS: 591-0303
> With a computer and modemm you can iog on 0 OAE On-Line, a'com-
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can

ce:

* Comemunity events including all areas covered by our papes
* Sick quotes that are updated daily.

* Auocisted Press news - local and national.

* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine,

. i i

2 guide services.
* PC Catalog allows you 10 shop on-line for all computes needs.
:kp;‘"u:“o:fgyumwwmmumm. Software is avail-
or save youneil the shipping costs by soppi the
Mw&fm‘c‘uﬁwhl}mﬁaum:r‘inﬂu:vwmhg;y
, BSS 953-2266
= Feel froe 1o cail us i you need help signing on to OLE On-Line.
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Arts & Crafts Show ) 28 s s o G et e
‘ 4 ! Our staff consists of European tionally ad
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10am.-4pm. | Roscreot | zoty OFF
EDDIE EDCAR ARENA | [ Bi0-675-0333 M | 0
Farmington & Lyndon B\, G372 NOW for detdlts §| AL HAIR CARE SERVICES ON YOUR
in Lvonla I} ARST VISIT TO ONE OF OUR SALONS
4% AdmIssion « 14 & over LOOKING FOR I sesas msdienes 23323 eisht e
SMENTANKA CRAFT SHOWS r__g%&lﬁl{glji DI%IE%? : 525-3777 478-2626
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PRO-MOWER:
533-2090

(open 7 days a weesk)

Get the 5th Biind FREE up 10 80°

Alexander's Blind

nsred - O Sta Motde Saovcs

: 1-800-254-6344
FARMINGTON
A477-7787
737-2311
50% OFF

UY 8 CLASSES.
GET 8.CLASSESFREE

- FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY.

TIRED OF YOUR CONSTANT COUGH,
COLDS, SORE THROAT, SINUS
CONQESTION, RUNNY NOSE,
OR WHEEZING?
See the area's leading specialists and feel better so00!

‘We listen, explain, and give you state of the ant
treatment.

Same day, evening, and Saturdsy hours are availsble.
We participate with Blue Shicld, Medicare, and a
variety of other insurances.

S i
Haron Valley Homiek.
ALLERGY AND ASTHMA
CENTER OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
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(810) 473-8440 or 1-800-



