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Sweeping
ups Mike
Lane does
what every
good recy-
cling truchk
driver does
when he
breaks a
hottle. He
keeps a
broom on
bourd for
such hap-
penings.

O N E E L T e B

Recycling “from page 1A

Lane has been driving recy-
cling trucks for Waste Manage-
- ment Inc., which serves Foarm-
" ington and Farmington Hills, for
" the three years the cities have
- had curbkide recycling.

He generslly works 10-hour
L dloys und has had some much
" longer when the’ weather didn't
cooperate.

“You work untll you get it
done,” he sald.

Farmington Hills recycling
coordlnator Karen Birkholz said
wenther has never stopped the
city's recycling operation.

““They never miss o beat,” she
said, “When we had that cold
spell  {recond-setting  tempera-
tures), they got the jub done.”

Residents are used to the idea
of putting out their bins once a
week. And even with the antlci-
pated rain, they don't shy away
from recycling.

‘That bas made Lane's job all
the mare important, since he of-
ten answers residents’ questions
about recycling.

At one point he drops a glass
bottle that breaks on the pave-
ment. He sweeps up the mess.

“Obviously, it wouldn't be a
good idea to leave n mess be-
hind,” he soya.

Lane soys he hustles in part to
finish his route at a reasonable
time and in part to fend off the

“boredorm of doing the same thing
all day, But although he i tak-

ing xome business classes, he's
happy to have the work.

“I'l} see how that works out
(toking business clossea),” he
snys. “But you can make a de-
cent living doing this.”

Although he's used to the long
haurs of almoest constant move-
ment, he says he still gets tired
by the end of the day.

He also drives a garbage truck
on some duys, but says for the
most part, he prefers the secys
cling route.

*Driving the garbage truck is
casler becnuse the ather guy docs
most of the work,” he said, “But
you really have to be carcful
driving. People will speed right
around you.”

Lane’s LoDul truck has o
steering wheet on both sides of
the cab so he can hop out or in
either side depending on where
the bins are. And there's no need
to accelerate beenuse he rarely
drives on main roads as he does
with a garbage truck,

“Yeah, my buddies kid me
about driving a garbage truck,”
he waid. “But 1 think it is becom-
ing & more impartant job. You
can wee how it reduces the
amaunt of garbage that goes in a
landiill, beenuse when you come
back with a garhage truck there
[« o lot less than there used to
be.”

Although residents first com-

plnined about the service, they're
now embracing recycling, Bir-
kholz aid.

*“They want to recycle more,”
ahe sald, “And once we get the
MRF (Materint Recycling Faclll-
ty} up and running, we'll be sble
todo that.”

Tom Biasell, Hills director of
public servicea, said that the new
facility, which Is being built in
Southfield and will open this fall
{nee related story this page), will
help the city reduce rates to cus-
tomers from $44.50 a year to
$43.75 o year. And as part of the
contract between Waste Menage-
ment and the eight Resource Re-
covery and Recycling Authority
of Sauthwest Oakland County

iti which includ
Farmington and Farmington
Hilla, the cities could save more
money in the luture.

“The contract says that if they
(Waste Monngement) are mok-
ing over a certain amount per ton
on recycled moterial, we share in
the profits.”

That money could come back
to residents in the form of re.
duced rates, if the city council so
chooses, he naid,

At any rate, recycling's future
seems ax certain ps denth and
1axes.

. "1 don't worry about running
out uf work,” Lane sayn.

toading recyclables.
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Recycling route: Mike Lane uses two hands to accomplish his one-man task of
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+ RRRASOC ia getting r-r-revved
op to r-r-recycle.
» The Resource Recovery and Re-
cycling Autherity of Scuthwest
Oaklond County will break
Bmun(l at 10 a.m. Friday — Earth
ay — for the construction in
Southficld of 8 recycling tranefer
tation to serve that city, as well
s Farmington Hills and Farm.
imgton and five other area com-
munitles.
< The 3$7.1 million state-of-the.
gt facility at the h corner

city administator Robert Blocl

said Tuesday. “It's an -

egional recycling station
Earth-breaking’s Friday

pected to attend the groundbreak-
H Meml \dition  to

ty for the member mmm::'nlﬂtu to
Rret more aggressively involved
with the recycling and reuse in.
dustry. It's cssentinl to the fu.
ture,”

About 20 percent of the recyel-
ables will be collected by waste

‘haulers from residents in the

RRRASOC communities. The
other 80 pervent will come from
outside m!'it‘irm.iﬂl programs and

of Eight Mile Road and Evergreen
s a public-private partnership
Between the authority and Waste
Management of Michigon.

* The depot will sort, crush and

The station, known in the busi.
ness as a materiat recovery facili-
1y, will »it on @ seven-ncre site,
The 53,000-foot facility will in-
clude RRRASOC offices and op-
crations offices for Waste Man-

Gundle recyclable materials such
ds glass, al

gnd plastic and ship them out for
sule. About 300 tens will be han-
dled daily.

2 “We're real excited,” Southfield

t. The planned opening Is
October,
Clty imini

ing.

Southficld, Farmington and
Farmington Hills are Wixom,
Novi, Walled Loke, South Lyen
and Lyon Township.

As hnst city, Southficld will be
paid 28 cents 8 ton for the pro-
censcd materials in the firat year,
and it will increase by four per.
cent annunlly. RRRASQOC alse
will recvive fees.

Alxa, the authority will receive
revenues for the recycled material
based on published market in.
dices.

RRRASOC will charge a family
77.3 cents a month for the service,
and Waste Management will re-
quire communitics to pay $10.373
per family for collectiona If under

and other public officials from the
) ies are cx-

vegesy
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“I'm hoping it's lean than 2
mills,” sakl Farmington City
M. Frank Lauhofl. * ..

Joy a smooth ride could be paying
p Nat tax Instead of a special as-
sesament under o road improve-
‘ment plan béing considered.

i City property owners would bo
aeked to pay n millage, which
fwould be collected to fix <ity
ptreeta.

¢ Officials belleve such a plan
would be mare fair. As of now,
property ownara arg billed —
some as much as $8,000-8,000
bver a 10-year period — for road
work on thaie particular sireet.

+ That's teo much for some resi-
dents, especially for those on a
fixed Income.

+ A tax would spread the la}xrdcr!

‘evenly, Also, money

I'm hoping it's even losn than
that.”

A mill equals anc dollar for
$1,000 of state tized value of

o five-y contract, or $10.148 il
communities agree ta a 15.year
deal,

City’s road improvement plan
would pave way to flat tax rate

Council members, who would
have to approve of such a plan,
embeace the concept.

“I'n_Impreased with the idea,

and I think it's a worthwhile pro-

gram to investigate,” sald coun.
h

property. For example, a permon
who owned a $100,000 home
would pay $100 a year In addi-
tional tax if a 2-miil rate won

used,

City officlsls ace a window of
opportunity to implement auch a
plan.

During the next 10 to 20 years,
Lauhoff predicte the need (or road
repairs will dramatically increase.
He doean't expect the atato or the
federal government to come up
with more maoney.

A six-yoar caplial lmpro_vemfnt

through & millage rate could eam
Interest, atlowing some road im-
to pay for th |

pian prepared by the
commission identifled $700,000
wom;dot. mnd"repalr- that are

¥ City councll said It's interested,

needs ly. Most of
those are residential streets.

und has asked the city adminias-
tration to report back with more
‘detalls. How much tax residents
would be ssked to pay is one
prossingdetail. -

*“We're seelng a time when peo-
ple sre sceing a reductian in their
taxes,” Lsuhoff said. “Perhaps
it's & timo . . , when we can Jook
at a plan to improve ouz roads."”

JoAnne McSh “Ev-
CrYURC uARes

the roads going
through Farmington.”

Sald Mayor Arnold Campbell:
1 think it's a worthwhile option,
and [ would favor asking adminis-
tration to do it and see what kind
of plan they can develop for us.”

Resident Bill Liba said he likes
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Pela Stimshadé blinds. The best thing. |

to happen to the window since the

invention of glass. §

You’ll never have
to clean blinds
again!

Pella Slimshade blinds
fit between the two panes
of glass in Pella’s exclusive
Double Glazing Panel System.
Slimshades look great, never need dusting
and require no additional window
treatments. They also help to keep a room

warm in the winter and cool in the summer,
saving you on energy costs, And they're fully

adjustable; they can be raised or lowered,
opened or closed — within the window!

17 you own Pelln Cnsement Windows that were
ft d in 1963 or later, they can be

a tax ovee a speclal
Unlike with a apecial assessment,
poople will be able to get tax cred-
i, he sald,

“And,-another thing, I hope wa
can get it started this yoar so we
can get the program atarted,”
Liba said.

City roads are replaced under
two circumatances: If residents
petition city council, or the city
manoger informa council that a
atreet has becoms unsafe and re-
quires major construction,

The city mointains more than
34 miles of roads, 26 of which are
defined an local or residentlal

fitted with Raise and Lower Slimshade blinds.

- Now you can

< raise and lower
. Slimshade®

; blinds-within

¢ the window.

- o o o e e s oy

Now

Save 20%

On Raise and Lower
Slimshade® Blinds.
See store for details or call

ELLA.

1-800-23-P!

Pella Slimshade blinds are available only at

omer e May 311093 _

e ———

§52-7820

Pella Window and Door Stores®
* Ann Arbor 5256 Wash 9713112 ¢ Roch 3280 Roch Road
* Flint G4310 Milter Road... 1327711« Roseville 31938 Gratiot Avenuc....

* Lathrup Village 17611 W. 12 Mile Rd ...557-2552
* Livonia 33611 Plymouth Road..
¢ Farmington 33611 Plymouth Roa

* Brighton...... +uire1-800-23.PELLA

« Sterling Heights 2071 15 Mile Road..
* Taylor 22119 Eurcka Road.............
* West Bloomfield 2000 Haggerty Roa
* Port Huron ..........

..1-800-23-PELLA




