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Drake Road smashup: Three
men were injured and a 1994 Olds
Bravada was totaled in a collision
on northbound Drake north of 12
Mile Friday afternoon. /2A

With dispatch: That's how the
people in the Farmington Hills po-
lice communications room handle
their jobs. /3A

Slammed home: In his anti-drug
drive, former pro basketball player
Spencer Haywood penetrated
teen-age notions of invincibility
and slammed home his message at
North Farmington High. /3A

Gush and gurgle: The president
of Farmington's Longacre Woods
Condominiums likes to keep the

. lawn watered — but he didn’t ex-
pect to get soaked with a $772
sewer bill. /5A

What's up, Doc?:

Y Michigan gets
its first Warner Bros. Studio
Stores at Lakeside and Briarwood
malls. /9A

Health matters: The Women's
Health Boutique in Southfield just
cut the ribbon on an unusual
boutique, retailing very special
fashions and products in a very
private setting. /9A

Flavorful fiesta: Celebrate Cinco
de Mayo, a Mexican national holi-
day, with festive foods. / 18

Recipe Make Over: Laura Leto- '
bar cuts the fat in Chicken Almon-
dine from 59.2 grams to 8.25. / 18

' SPORTS

Momentous victory: North

. ququnﬁton_celebrated the biggest
win in the history of its girls soccer
program last week, /1C
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Schools hope bill ‘insures’ bids

By Lanny O'Connoit
BTAYY WHITER

The devil moy be in the details, but
ehool districts would o soon settle
for the fork.

They'd like to stick it into the mo-
nopoly held by the teacher unlon's
preferred health carrier.

A bill that would limit the bargaining power of teach-
ers’ unions might also help Farmington school offi-
cials in thelr quest to bring about competitive bids on
health insurance coniracts,

School officlals, including those in
the Farmington District, are poring
over language in tho recently passed
bill that limits the bargsining power
of teachers’ unions.

The bil), OK'd by the Senate
Wednesday, appears to clear the way
for schuol dlstricts to accept competi-

tiveo bids on health fnsurance.

That's welcome news for Parming-
ton Public Schools, which is already
locked in a battle with Michigan Ed-
ueation Bpecial 8ervices Administra-
tion (MESSA), a health-care admin-
istrator and a cubaldiary of the Mich.
igan Education Assoclation.

Both sldes aro swaiting an erbltra.
tion ruling by Oakland County Cir-
cult Court Judge David Breck over
the district's attempt to switch
health-core_administrators for 1,200
employees. Breck's deciaion s expect-
cd any day.

School officlals are not ready to ex-
press joy yot.

“That part, everyone (s unclear
on," said Farmington School Board
president Cathleen Webb.

The district has always had the
right to accept bida on health insur-
ance claims, Webb sald.

However, MESSA has not released
claim historics in the past. That's
prevented other carriers from bldding,
Webb sald.

Seo BIDS, 8A

At the old ball game

[ S S —

School baseball game from the upper reaches of the school’s football bleachers, Stors
sports squads may be found in the Observer Sports Section. - C

Alocal upper deck: Neighborhood hids Dante Sanders (left) and Justin Douenmu'efde iw&tch a North Farmington High
es of Farmington-area high school

v
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Neuw leader voices enthusiasm

By LARRY O'CoNnoORt
Brary WrmEk

She's been involved with radio, TV
and now she’s home. . .

With laryngitis.

Caren Collins was only on the job a
day and a half as executive director of
the Southwestern Oakland County
Cable Cominlssion and her voice was
kaput. Collins, 36, was named to the
position Friday.

“Can you belleve it? Of course 1
used my volca all the time, and I
didn't get laryngitis,” sald Collins,
who has an extensive background in

CABLE COMMISSION

broadcasting. “Here 1 am not even
brosdcasting, and in one day I have
loryngitis.”

She succecds Lark Samouellan,
who left Feb, 25 to become project
of the Michigan G

Televialon Network,
Collins, a 1975 graduate of North
i High and & te) i
cations student of Dean Cobb, ateps
Into the SWOCC executive dlrector's
seat with & heavy resume.

Her volce will be familiar to WJR-
AM llsteners as she provided road re-
potts on the station as broadcast su-
pervisar at AAA Mlchhgu‘n. She also

: peri 1 televial

hes
news,

Collins was news dircetor at WEY!
in Flint and KAR In Amarillo, Texas.
She was also n news consultant with
Frank N, Magid Associates in Cedar

Sec CABLE, 8A

Caren Collins

4 years later, civil rights case to get hearing

By BILL COUTANT
RTAYY WRITER

‘The state of Michigan is callingita
violation of a Detroit man's civil
righta. The tile company that fired

him s calling it politics.
Afer mors than four years, a public

hoaring in set for May 19 In Detroit on
the firing of Terrance Mathis, who
was hired Jan, 31, 1890, and fired
three weeka later from a Farmington
Hills tilo retailer, Kny and Kay Tile.
The charges were filed in March of
1990 with the Michigan Department

of Civil Righta. After two woeks of

working in the company's Tray ware-
house, Mathis was assigned to work
at a Troy location. .

Four days later, Mathis was reas.
signed to Pontlac. A woek later he
was lald off, allegedly because there

were “too many stockpersona” at that
Pontiac location,

But Mathis, who Is black, filed the
complaint saying that others with
lesa senlority, who are white, were

Soc HEARING, BA

A highway won't be there
s tudents at Oakland Community College,

Orchard Ridge campus, and motoriats who
travel the maln road through the Parming-

T . Ap! Tenova:
tlon of two buildings on campus [s ths reason for
the road cloaurs, said Gearge Merguer, director of
% ulkr‘ retty tufl,” M

are S0tDE P ot 8 1 o
or sald. *“When you atart gettlo;

g Dumpsters
cranes and that kind of squipmant n thers, It be-
safety hatard for the peopls who transit

through.”
The which connacts Farmington and Ore-
hard Lake rosds, will be open as far as the parking

FARMINGTON FOCUS

lots on the east and west ends of campus, Mergner

d. .

The clbslng has been coordinated with the po-
Yioe and flre ants, as well a3 with SMART,
which runs & bua ilne along the road. Emergency
vahicles will be able to gat through, Mergnor said.

«ora wishing to avoid busy 12 Mlle Road to the

north,

""Wa know it (Oakland Drive) is & private road,”
M:;l:n:'t sald, “but a 1ot of peoplo think it belongs
tothe "

Mo:cm" suggests 12 Mile or 11 Mile ronds as
altermnatives ?r Toeal east-weot traffic.

Oakland Drive Ia a popular altemative for driv-

Good for (Muslical) laughs

Ike Deu, host of “Patterns in Music” on
radio station WJIR, will join the Farming-
ton Community Band for “Musical
Laughs,” the band's annual May concert at 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 2, in the auditorium of Harrison
High 8chool on 12 Mile Road west of Middlebeit.
The petformance will be held in honor of Farm-
ington-area handicapped and senior citlzens.
“Nuring home residenta wil} be bused to the con-
cert and provided with refreshmonts,” sald Ginny
McDonald, the band's business director. -
The event is & joint effort for many community
groups, ncluding the Farmington Area Arts com-
misslon, the Parmington Public Schools, and
many area ey groups.
For mors information about the Communlty
Band, call 476-5014 or 489-3412.
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