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Gov. Engler vetoes BidS rmpcera -
school bond bill

Gov. John Engler has vetoed o
bill giving schuol districts power
to issue bunds to purchase bhigh
tevh equipment and computers.

The guvernor ssid Senate Bill

597 lwent o far and offerad to
u:n':n modified version if passed
by the Lepuslature.

“Ewill support an amendment
to 12 schiool cude that does allow
bungting for fumishing of partially
remodelad schouls and for techno
Iu.m—nl haniware for mﬂmuwn.d
prrposes,” Engler said, “as long
a» language is included that cn-
sunis that the bonds for tevhnolo-
© rannut be assual for leoger

cable m/'rum pugu 1A

Rapmls, lowa

She huas a master’s degeee frum
the JL'anersty of Michigan and
saught and cvached forvnsics an
Fazington schouls

TP were bwking fur someune
whChad management kil and
sorghunie who mevugnizes the pub
hic melatons .n;“h uf the jub”
asid SWOCC buand member and
Farmington City Manager Frank

Lachutl. “She bnngs tath ot
thuse tu the position.”
Collins  and other SWOCC

Hea "ng /runa p(zge IA

kept on after be was land off

When they hirred him. thes
said they were grosaly  undees
ataffed,” sand  attorney  Julie

Fershtman, who is representing
Mathis. “Then they laid him ofl
while keeping uther prople with
less seniurity who werr white.”

The caswe has been plagued by
delays. The state Attorney Uener-
al’s Office had cutbacks due to
the budget, which meant its attor.
neys could not pursue the case,
Fershtman said. Then the attor
ney originally assigned to repre-
sent Mathis, Tom Marshall, had
to disqualify himself becatse he
has done work for Color Tile, the
national chain that bought Kay
and Ksy Tile in November of

than the useful life of the equip-
meat.”
The governor alse opposed:
B Allowing school districts o re-
tund londs st higher interest
tates if the bonds were consolis
dated with a new debt issue.
® Using siuking funds for the
purchuse of new technology,
Engler’s seto  message  wus
received last week by the Senate,
which placed the bill on its calen-
Jdar. The Senate did not take it up
during Wednesday's all-day ses-
sion usee the teachers lubor rela-
tiens st Th nate canceled its

members will be discussing the
franchise agrvement with Metro.
Vision, which expires in May
1907, Utherwise, things are run.
mag qullr smouothly, accoeding te
the new directo

“Right now, ' really excited,”
Colline said. “I'se been here o
day-and-a-half and everything is
in preat shape. We have a lot of
great volunteers anid staff. There's
a lut of enthusinam.

“I'm not walking intv some-
thing that needs to be repaired.”

“We could always bid, but ne-
body would give us a bld because
it would be a shot in the dark,”
Webh said.

Added to the confusion is the
bill stipulates the policyholder is
not subject to negotiations. Under

not discusa the bill's apecifics.

“I'm not an insurance expert,’”
Alley said. “Until someone can
analyze the bill, [ don't know.

“It's amazing to me an insur-
ance that provides the best insur-
ance at a competitive price should
bo targeted by the Republicans to

) 1

most circumstances, the puhq'-
holder is considered the
However, MESSA considers in-
dividual memberu ax policy hold-
ery, according to Sue Zurv: nlcc. di-
rector of employec rel
“The question is: “’hu ‘i the
policyholder?” Zurvalec said.
Farmington Education Associa-
tion spokeswoman Zan Alley did

Questions answered on ‘teacher strike’ bill

By Tim Ru 1HARD
S1ah Wi

Q. The metro media called it
the “teacher stelke'* bill. Your
paper emphasized that it curbs
the Michignan Educatlon Asso-
clation’s bargaining power.
Why?

A. Teacher strikes are highly
emotional but affect only two to
15 districts u year — of 562 public
school districts. Su strikes nren't
that significant uverall.

Most reporters failed to read
the fine print that is so important
to parents, taxpayers and school
people. Gov. Juhn Engler clearly
has his eye on curbing MEA pow.
¢z to bargain conteo) of school
change.

The new law says flatly,
public school employer hus the ee-

ility, nutherity, and right

14713

But Susan Greenspon, the ate
turney  fepresenting Color Tile,
«aid the timing secrns unusual

“Nuandy prosecuted this case
for three years,” she said, "Now
they put it on the frant burner.
There vertainly is oo racial dis-
crimination at this company.”

A final ander 1o resolve the care
will be issued by the Michigan
Civil Rights Commissinn, which
i~ conducting the hearing. Il the
charge is upheld, the commission
could order the company to rein-
state Mathis with back pay and
benefits.

The order also could include
compensation for any mental an-
guish suffered by Mathis.
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to manage and direct” schools.
MEA lobbyist Al Short noted that
school buards  have bargained
away these rights. Well, the
boanis ean't do that any more.

You can't moke a contract,
however willingly, cuntrary to
public policy. Rich folks learned
that lesson when Franklin D.
Roosevelt took the U.S. off the
gutd standard and refused to re-
pay bands in gold.

Q. Engler talked n lot about
“school quallty'’ last year.
What effect does this law have?

A. It prohibits the MEA from
even bargaining achiool quality ia-
sucs covered by law, Examples:

# School haurs — The Christmaa
Eve laws aay school will be ex-
tended from 1B0 days to more
than 200 in steps. MEA can't bar-
gain that.

@ School improvement commit.

A mistake in 8 price quote by
MESSA led to tho arbitration
hearing befure Breck.

During contract negotiations in
1992, the school board was orlgi-
nally quoted a figure of $4.2 mil-
lion for medical Insurance cover-

age. After the contract was set.

tees — “Site-based decision-mak-
ing” is the rage, and it's a hig is.
wue in right.-wing circles, MEA
can't bargain composition of
thase committees.

B Public school academies —
Schoal baaeds can organize any
number. MEA can’t bargain how
many. {On the other hand, the law
Engler got says churcherelated
groups can’t get charters, and cer-
tified teachers must be used)
Schoot boards come vut ahead.

¢ of velunteers in schoals —
M cun't bargain it.

8 Experimental nml pllol nmd

tled, MESSA said It mldu a
mlltuh in figuring lta

inx. Alley sald. MEBS is pnavlded

MESSA agreed to abaorh the
first year of the mistake, However,
the district would be responsible
for the rest, which was $3.2 mil-

on.

The district opted for another
administrator, Michigan Employ-
ee Benefit Services, offl- nlling
half of the $3.2 mlllion figu

Both MESSA and Mh[lb use
Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

MESSA haa continued to pro-
vide Insurance for unfon employ-
ees, without the district paying
the bills, pending the judge's rul-

A. The “giant" is Big Labor —
the AFL-CIO. It hardly lifted a
finger on the MEA’s behall,
Frank Garrixon, the big chief, is.
sucd one press release supporting
the MEA's position, didn't send
in a lobbyist, and made no visible
effort to call out his troopy. He let
the MEA fight this onc alone,

Garrison once called the MEA
“whores" for supporting a few Re-
publicans. He hus never recanted,

This sleeping giant argument
could go cither way. We won't
know until after the law tukes ef-
fvc'()inJ'J‘J.’..l

file bl \ar work-

gram staffing on
delivery uf teaching services —
MEA can't bargain it.

Q. We've heard talk of cost-
cutting. . .

A. Correction: “Cost contain.
ment” is the official jargon.

The big one is that MEA can't
bargain “the policyholder of an
employee group insurance bene-
fit." MEA can atill bargain the
level of benefits, but not the ad-
ministeator.

MEA owns a subsidiary called
MESSA, which has hundreds of
jobs and which pays the union a
fee for bargaining on its behalf.
The new law allows scheal boarcs
to put health insutnnce up for
bida, MESSA is now on the same
playing field as commercial insur-
ance administrators.

Critics of MEA »ay this will
save school districts $1 billion o
year. With a total budget of $10
billion, that's an immensae saving,
if true.

Q. MEA types say Engler has
a ened “n sleeping giant”
which will retaliate agalnst
him.

ers are known to resent the
360,000 saluries zome suburban
teachers get and statewide aver-
age of $43,600 “for nine montha
work.” Blue-collar workers don't
hove a MESSA administering
their health benefits genvrausly.
Blue-collar workers lose o day's
poy for o day's strike, o penalty
teachers won't face unti) 1995,

Q. What about the teachers®
behavior in all of thin?

A. They fipped the governor
the Nazi salute {which this re.
porter did nat witneas) and hooed
from the Scnate gallerics, o se-
rious breach of decorum. You he
the judge. Would your teachers
have tolerated such behavior fram
kida?

Q. Democrats say this new
law will leave teachers in a
worse position than blue-collar
workers,

and new
hlre

“My understanding s that
there has been great problems
with it,” Alley sald, “‘Which
what we've predicted all along.”

There wero problems in getting'—t

claims processed Initially, Zur-~
valec snid. Part of the problem
waa that Blue Cross/Blue Shield
was on strike at the time, she
waid,

“Al of thot has been stralght-
ened out,” Zurvalec said. “Things
have been proceeding along very
smoothly.”

the “involuntary servitude” words
in the Conntitution,

Q. Arc we corrcet that Re-
publican support for this blIL
was soft?

A, Very. Republicans bad o 22-
16 Senate majority. One GOP seat
wus vaeated when the lawmaker
went to Congress,

Two Republicons — Fred Dill-
ingham of Fowlerville and Jon
Cinky of Soginuw — voted against
the bill. Dillingham conaiders
himself o philosephical Republi-
can hut for two years has railed,
publicly
on labor
ployment compensation, auto in-
surance.

No less a GOP pervonage than
majority floor teader Phil Arthu.
rhultz put up an amendment that
would  have eliminated many
curths an MEA power. He voted
for the final tough bill but must
have been holding his nose.

1n the Sennte, Republicaps had
te truck in the ailing David
Honigman from his Weat Bloom-
field wick bed to get their 19th
vote. In the House, they had to
delay the final vote until 151:55
p.m. to hring in one member from
the alrport.

Q. With their temporary
House mojority, weren’t Re-
publicans In e bit of o rush to
wreak vengeance on the teach-
crs unions?

A, Republicans waited 29 years
for this. At'ltr 1‘hc Lyndon John-

»on | 1964, D :

A. Could be. Let's sny teach:
atrike five days. They will lose
five days pay. But the law still
calls fur 180 class doys. They'll
get only 175 days pay.

Look for a court challenge over

took over the Legulnlurc and
thelr first agendn item was to give
public employees broad cullecﬂw
bargaining rights.

It was o normal day in Lannin[.

Change the Direction
Of Your Life
This Spring!

* Five Convenient Campus Sites

® 7 12Week and 15 Week Courses

* Affordable Tuition, No Application Fees
¢ Small Classes, a Faculty that Specializes in Teaching
¢ Professional Counseling & Financial Aid Services at each Campus

» University Transfer Programs in the Liberal Arts, Science and Business
» More than 100 Certificate and Career Programs in High-Demand Professions

Final Registration

9 a.m.

- 8 p.m.

Tuesday, May 3

Classes begin Wednesday, May 4

Reglstration Sites: Aubum Hills, Highland Lakes, Orchard Ridge & Royal Oak Campuses
Note: Registration is by pre-assigned sequence, see schedule of classes for imes

OAKLAND
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

For more information call OCC Admissions at 540-1549

OCC s an afirmalive action/equal oppostunity institution,




