FARMINGTON

Farmington, New York, The Quuker
settlement grew for a time and  Rouge River and built suw and grist

Quakertown. Power dammed up the

Farmington Township was known as  mills. Though the mills were barely

adeyuate because the Rouge did not
pravide sufficient water puwer, the
Village of Farmington grew up around
them, Farmington survived while other
villages in the township disappeared
because it became both a mill and
transportation ceater. It was incorpo-
rated as a city in 1925, Residents of
the town nceded shelter and built
houses in the preferred architectural
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prospered as well. Fanmens wo needed
shelter and they alse built houses
refiecting the architecture of the period.
Farming waned following World War 11
s Jand values escaluted and famm land
was turned into subdivisions. More
recently Fanmington Hills has experi-
enced indusirial and commercial
growth. Several notable financial and
insurance institutions such as Alexander
Hamilton Life, Firemans Fund, MFG
Hanover Mortgage, and Michigan
National Bank have located here.

The drive to preserve Farmington®s
heritage began with the organization of

Historical Society in
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1962. The Society's first efforts were
directed at saving and restoring the
Quaker Cemetery. Next the Historical
Society sponsored a campaign to
“Save the Town Hall", followed by a
campaign to “Save our old houses.”
‘This group was instrumental in saving
nwore than 50 properties including the
Halsted home, the William Drake
home and the Button homestead.

Recognizing the impurtance of the
period architecture to the personality
of the Fammington area, both cities—
Farmington in 1975 and Farmington
Hilis in 1981 —created official
Historical Commissions supported by
tax dollars. The mission of the
Historical Commissions is to investi-
gate, point out and designate houses
and buildings of historical and/or
architectural merit.

A Downlown Development
Authority for the City of Farmington
was organized in the late 1980°s. It has
carried oul many projects to spruce up
the downtown Farmington busincss
district while retaining its historic
charm.
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