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‘The “Information hl(hway" i
turning out to be the road to a
new home for many abandoned
dogs and cats 1n the Detroit ares,
thanks to the efforts of a recently
formed non-profit group,

The Michigan Anlmal Adop-
tion Network has come up with o
first-of-its-kind  program that
uses  computer technolugy to
“mntch” homelesa dogn and cata
with people seeking to adopt a
pet. The service also 1s vsed for
those seeking specific breeds of
pets,

“People can call our toll-free
number and tell us what kind of
dog or cat they want, in terms of
Its breed or breed-lype, age, sex,
and size, and we'll drow on our
suftware database to find them an
sdoptable animal that fits their
slescription,” said M.A.A.N. pres.
ktent and founder Marie Skladd.

Popular program

. So popular has the program be-
come, that the network has had to
hire a full-time person to nnswer
the 50 or so phone received each
tlay, sald Skladd, n Richmond
resident. About BD percent of the
colls are from those who want to
adopt, and the remalning 20 per-
cent from those who newd to give
up their pets,

A volunteer working with three
others to locate homes for ani.
mals, Skladd came up with the
iden for the computer system after
snecting 50 many rescue clubs in
the srea who have no facilities for
hausing animals,

*“There are onimals out there
who ore very good nnimnln.
Skladd said.

‘The dogs and cats included in
M.A.A.Ns database come from
the animel rescue clubs that be-
jong to the organization, as well
as frum the “foster homes™ of vol-
unteers.

. All anlmals put up for adoption

through M.A.A.N. have been exa-
mined by a veterinarian, and have
recclved the d vaccl

Program to match homeless pets
with homes to come to local site

computerized lost-and-found net-
work for pet owners who have

natlons for their age. Those ani-
mals who are old enough have
also been spayed or neutered. To
cuver ths expense of these proce-
dures, M.A.A.N, charges n fec for
adoptions ranging from $30 to
370, depending on what services
the anlmal has recelved,

Affording care

Skladd noted that if the fee
scems to steep to some, they may
want to cansider whether they can
afford to care for a pet.

By utilizing the cemputer and
toll-free telephone to make it
more convenient for people to
nidopt dogs and cats, M.A.AN, is
haoping to alleviate a problem that
has long been a cancern for ani-
mal lovers. Last year more than
20 million animals were destroyed

U.S. shelters. Many of theso
nn[mnll could have been saved If
they had been exposed to a larger
number of pet owners, which [u
what M.A.A.N. hopes to accom-
plish through its

been i from their dogs
and cats, “Every pet who In regia.
tercd with us is given an identifl-
cation number,” cxplained
Skiadd. “Pet owners then receive
a collar tag imprinted with their
dog or cat’s identification number
and our toll-free phone number.
When anyone finds a lost pet
wearing the tag ond calls s, we'll
be able to contact the animal’s
fomily."”

Started ecarlier this year,
M.A.A.N. {n based in office space
donoted by Pet Supplies “Plus”
at the pet store chain'a headquar-
ters complex 4t 37720 Amrheln
Road in Livonia.

Anyone secking to adopt a dog
or cat, or register a pet in the
M.A.AN. lost-and-found net-
work, can call the group toll free
ot £-800-990-4343,

The Adopt-A-Pet schedule at
Observer & Eccentric arca pet
stores fur the remainder of 1994 {s
os follows:

8 June 4 — 29493 W. Seven Mile,

adoptlon netwark,

As part of its ongoing cffort to
find homes for dlsplaced animala,
M.A.AN. will be running Adopt-
A-Pet l’mgramu with Pet Sup.
plnn “Plus” at the chain's 19 De-
troit nrea stores, R

Livonia; {313)615-0039,

W June 11 — 2925 8. Rochester
Road, Rocheater Hills; (810)299-
5040,

B July 9 — 8036 Cooley Lake
Road, Union Lake; (810)360-1400.
W July 23 — 43665 Ford Road,

from M.A.A.N, will be at different
Pet Supplies “Plus” location on
most Saturdnys, between April
1994 and January 1995 with a
large selection of dogs and cats
ovailoble for adoption.
Southficld-based PVH Veteri-
nary Hospitals haa donated I'm.-
ulunnnry cxams and di

Canton T (313)981-9191,
M Aug. 6 — 2210 N. Woodward
Avenue, Royal Ook; (810)399-
4440,
® Aug. 20 — 14835 Tclegraph
Road, Redford; (313)225.1633.
Aug. 27 - 1914 Telegraph,
Bloomficld Hills; (810)333-7545,
W Sept. 10 — 30730 Orchard Lnlu.'
Road, Farmi: 3113.

spaying ond neutering services for

all animals adopted through
Lost and found
M.AAN. has also started a

8O0t 20 — 29493 W. Seven
Mile, Livonia; (313)615-0039.

For other locntions and dates,
call the group's toll-free phone
line.
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Beautiful side-mounted fixtures like
these are ideal for direct path and
spread lighting. Options and mount-
ing accessories are sold separately.
Available in Bronze, Black and

Verdigris for 12-volt

Lightiag Flxtwrvs For Every Dacer ¢ Wiring Seppies sod Light Bulbe

applications.
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