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BY Lanry O'CoNNoR
STasy Witk
hough she looks like she
belongs on a can of peas,
the Green Queen is open-
< jing children’s minds to the
wonders of nature,
i~ Doria Roain dreasea up in her
_Jolly Green Glant outfit, com.
plete with a matching crown, and
+ visits Wooddale'Elementary reg-
ulerly.

There, she dishes out the info
on all that grows and lives on
“eart

Her presentations  coincide
:with the district’s curriculum on
~ecology, Needless to aay, though,
"Rosin adds a little more color to
the proceedings.

. “They (the l(ldl) get very en-
‘thuslastic about it,” said first-
grml: teacher Denike Thompson.

Paying attention: Timmy St. Pierre, wearing a green
patrel arm band, watches the Wooddale program.

Added teacher Ellen Guener:
“They've been dealing with it
nince kindergarten. We're talking
about it, tov. But she (Rosin)
contributes a lot to it also.”

The first-graders' knowledge
on the subject isn’t flecting. ina
discursion un the rain farcat, Ro-
ain anks what a duag beetle does.
A member of Rosin's green pa-
trot flings up hia hand with a
quick anawer.

A howl goes up from the rest of
the class on hearing the tumble-

. bug rollx balls of dung, which ul-

timately helps to pallinate such
things as ginger flawers,
“Sumcbody’s gat to do it boys
and girls,” Rosin said. “Nature
docsn’t have Mushing toilets,”
The lewson isn't last in the
laughter. Rosin telts the child
that it goes to show how every-

thing fits together in nature and
how everyone has a job.

Her discussion takes n scrious
tone. She tells children how the

and it's the color of nature,” Ro-
sin said.

Shc wnrkn as a developmental
and belicves kids

rain forest i being cut and
burned down for livestock farma.,

“They're doing it because
some people have lots of maney
in South America,” Rosin said.
“Theac people are moking more
maney faster because they are
growing animals there.

“Everybody is xood. she ndd-
ed later, “but this is nol a good
thing that is being done.”

Rosin, 48, became a fixture at
Woaddale Elementary when her
son, Evan, was in the kindergar-
ten last year,

The two were as natural a fit
as the green costume she de.
signed with the hclp of her son.
“Green Is my son's favorite coler,

can enhance their self-csteem
through learning about nature,

“What 1 teach in my program
is that kids are connected into
their entire environment and
then into their biosphere,” Rosin
sald. “We're all part of one plan.
et

Last year, kids made rain for-
est snoke cakes. This year,
they'l) be preparing whale bread
as a fund-raiser to save the en-
dangered species.

She's impressed with the chil-
dren’ grasp on nature.

“They're very good,” Rosin
said. “That's why I believe it be.
longs in the schools, They just
love nature.”

Doris Rosln,
known as
the Green
Queen,
talks to
Wooddale
Elementa-
ry kids
about the
rain forest.

Green Queen brings Wooddale kldS down to earth

Gattlng together: Ellen Garner's and Denise Thomp-
son's /'rsl-gradcrs combine for special projects like
the coming of the Green Queen.
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“$They won't build it, but the
nludcnu will still come.

.t That fact han the Farmington
.Bounl of Education consaidering
plans to deal with the unexpected
addition of 458 students ot the
high school level by 1998.99.
Building a new high schoo! is out
ol the question, say achool offi-
olala.

:%The next best thing would be'to

gld classroom apace within the

three exiating high schools. A

an under conslderation would
l‘Elell! that. ,
¥

5 "We know we/fiave to do some-
lﬁlnx at the high achools,” Board
?F;Idtm Cpithleen Webls ald.
i

NNOR

is in a-Teal creative way to do
in a way we thought we could
W&o do thia year.”

~-lnlllu|ly. three classrooms

tould be added at each high
t:hoal Yy reconfiguring existing
-qu.

‘.l" - d 4

completed by Sepu-mber 1995,
The cost: $6,557,860.

Phaxe twa Includes the addi-
tion of four clapsrcams at each
high school, bringing the total to
21. Window replacement at O.E.
Duncke! would also take place.
Total cont: $18.3 million.

A similar plan was presented
by McCarthy and Smith Inc. ata
special board meeting Aprit 19,
which would include renovating
one facility at a time. Board mam.
Ders and school officinls prefer a
phase-in approach.

That way cach high school
wauld have work done immediate-
ly. Also, it gives the district an cs-
cape hotch if the project becomes
too costly.

Murky financial waoters, despite
the passage of Proposal A, have
school officials leery about diving
into any long-term projects.

Assistant  superintendent  of
finance Bruce Barrett sald the
building and site fund could hon-
dle a pay-as-you-go plan. The

uld be

ahd enlarged, and additional work
done to the media center at North
Farmington High. Extenaive win-
¢bw and exterior door replace-
also take place at
'airview, Farmi
“raining Center, Forest and Ten
-Niile schools.

+1 Phase one of the plan would be

Renovatwns

i Smdenu at Oakland Commu.
.nlly College, Orchard Ridge cam-
+pus, and motorists who travel the
‘yhain road through the Farming-
1bn Hills facility should take

Ml'

: The highwsy, s private road
3‘ own as Oak md Drivs, will be

osed to through traflle begin.
“ning Thursday, April 28, untll
‘abaut Sept. 1. A renovatlon of two
“Hulldings on campus Is the resson
. br the road closurs, sald George

‘Morgner, director of campus sat-
g

und ins $3.1 million to $3.3
m!llinn annually for building
project

“At nu timo will we have $16

million In the bank nt one time,”
sald Barrett at a special board
mutlngAprll 19

“We know we're OK this year,”
Webb said. “In the maney they've
(state) already (dentified for us,

School officials do math
‘on influx of new students

they are already looking at a
$700,000 shortfall that just {sn't
there.

“The financing based on sales
tax just is not constant. 1 think
we're just scared. We're going to
be proceeding very conservative-
Iy

Board member David  York
wonders, though, if enough clasa-
room apace is being created. York
pointed out at the April 19 ses-
slan there is overcrowding at arca
clementary schoola.

Overcrowding at Beechview El-
cmentary led to the kindergarten
class being temporarily bused to
Fairview this year.

“We have to do something,”
York said at the April 19 mu.-llnx.
“Even with these changes, we're
gnln; to be stretching our facili-
ties.”

Building and Student Servicea
ditectar Don Cowan ogrees. He
said the plan is the best the dis-
uii’ct can do with the money avail-
able.

With the 458.atudent increase
focted, 21 ¢l bl

wouldn't be enough, Cowan said.
“This will improve the eitua.
tion from whot we have now,"
Cowan sald. “ . . , If wo wanted
an optimal situation for the high
schools, we're talking about a
good-sized bond fasue,”

to close local OCC road

“We're talking some pretty ma.
jor stufl,” Mergner said. “When
you atart getting Dumpstera and
cranes and that kind of equip-
ment In there, it bocomes a safely
hazard for the people who transit
through.”

The rosd, which cnnnccl.t
Farmington and Orchard Lake
roads, will be open as far &s the
parking lots on the cast and wost
ends of campus, Mergner said.

The closing has been coordinat.
ed with the polics and fire depart-
ments, as wall as with SMART

which runs e bus line along the
road. Emergency vehlcln will bo

hod

Heslcp's brings you the
largest selection of in-stock
merchandise in Michigan.
Choose from famous names
‘like Atlantis, Block, Dansk,
Fitz & Floyd, Gorham, Lenox,
Mikasa, Noritake, Onelda,
Reed & Barton, Royal Doulton,
Royal Worcester, Spode,

Towle, and Wedgwood.*

*Gae s not n addition to ary oher sale o I

able to get through, M sald.

Oakland Drive is a popular al-
ternative for drivers wishing to
avold busy 12 Mile Road to the
north,

“We know it (Oakland Drive) is
a private road,” Mergner said,
“but a Jot of pwp!c think it be-
Tongs to the clty.”

Margnor suggeats 12 Mile or 11
Mile roads as alternatives for lo-
cal east-west traffic.
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Taxe aN AopitionaL 20% OFF

HesLopr’s EVExyDAY Low PRICES

ON MoST DINNERWARE, FLATWARE,

 STEMWARE, AND GIFTWARE.

‘l’hl}ldd\u,burbomﬂclﬂch * (313) 274-8200
Eastlaks Co Sterling Helghts « (810) 247-8111
Road and Hayes Road)
Merri-Five Plaza, Livonla ¢ (313) 522-1850

* 810} 293-5461

+ (810) 375-0823

k Village
Novi Town Cestar, Novi ¢ (310) 3¢5-2090
Oakland Mall, Troy * (810) 3891433

Orchard Mall, West Bloomfleld * {810} 737-8080
(Orchard Lake & 15 Mile)
Outstate:
Colonnade, Ann Arbor * [313) 761-1002
{On Elsenhower Pkwy., west of Briarwood Mall}
= 1616)327-7513

Lansing M.IIL Lansing * {517} 321-626}

Meridian Mall, Okemos = (517) 349-4008

PR

Woodland Mall, Grand Raplds ¢ (616) 957-2145
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