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It’s almost a snap
to raise snapdragons

uring the 194048 when I waa a child, we

often preased the apecinl spot on a anap-

drogon to make the *dragon’s jaws™ open
and then snap shut. Time has a way of repeat-
ing itself, and since the Nationn! Garden
Bureau has designated 1994 ax the Year of the
Snapdragon, perhaps many gardeners will once
again grow these tall annuals and shore the se-
cret with little children.

‘The anopdragon (antirrhinum majus), o na-
tive of the Mediterranvan and Southern Europe,
belongs to the botanic family Scrophulariaceac,
or Figwort. Penatemon, nemesin and torenia are
some relatives,

The tall apires of bloams come in many col-
oru: white, yellow, red, scarlet, lavender, pink,
rose and brunze - some bi-colored. There are
two other forms of the flower os well as the
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“dragon jaws.” One is the “butterfly”™ flower 8 The Livonia Arts
form; the other is “dtrvublo ;mlen f d.” The Ci iggion p ts a rare
blooms, which open from the bottom of the stem rtuni
to the top, arc longlasting in the gurden. opprz's ft:vy wﬁ‘d?w the ed
It's too late to start sced indoors in this area, wf ° o Lo guish
but the planta can be found in the i P s, Tony Spina
Wh;n ‘)}"ou act the Ph‘th:u n“lxlt i:‘: mny nreur.t B and Monte Nagler, in a mov-
stake the varieties it will n support, fer- exhibi i
tilize (5-10-5) when they begin to flower and water ‘Iflix Y Clgli,ncueln'?:
before they wilt, although overwatering will cguse vonia Livie r
the roots to rot. A few inches of mulch will help re- Library Fine Art Gallery.
tain the mA’i' ture as wclldms suppress wccda.,
These flowers are undemanding, and rela- LINDA OMIN
tively discase and pest free. They will ndd a tall ?,"umm",,':;" Cu

dimension to the garden - and provide some old-
fashioned fun at the same time.

Fino art photog-

Mighty melon journallem in an
Also, The National Garden Bureau celebrates ‘ezhibition of works
the watermelan for 1994. This fruit now comes in by Monte Nagler of

three shapes - round, oval and eylindrical - with
light to deep red, and yellow or orange fesh.
Watermelons (Citrullua lanatus) are in the
Cucurbitaceae family, which contains 700
apecies - pumpking and cucumbers are some.
There are many varieties - small bush types
or those with vinea up to 12 feet of this casy to
grow fruit. They require a sunny spot and
warmth both day and night. Good draining is ea-
sential. Coarse sand to help in this regard can
be added to heavy soil. Till the soil six to eight

Farmington Hills
and Tony Spina of
Bloomfield - Hills, continuing
through May 7 in the Fine Art
Gallery on tho second floor of the
Livonia Civic Center Library,
Farmington Road and Five Mile.

Qverall, the exhibit is black and
white photography with a smatter-
ing of color by Spina.

Nagler, who writes Focun on

< raphy mesta photo-
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Renowned lensmen focus on the world

‘Sereno

Imagery:
Monte Nagler
of Farming-
ton Hills de-
lighta in
sharing his
work from
around the
world with
others. Here,
he's shown
with his pho-
tograph of six
wranglers
and their
dogs posed
outside a tack
room closer to
home in
Rothbury,
Mich.

inches deep and add same good rich compont
_ when you plant them. For this area, would
suggest o variety that requires a shart growing

Photography for the Observer & History Roeordoa: Tony Sﬁinn of Bloomfield Hills documents 50 years of history in an exhi-

5::3’.31?‘15':.?3{ "3:,:".,?;"7: bition at the Livonia Civic Center Library. Shown in the background, Martin Luther

season. They will be availuble as bedding plants

soon. -

‘Water the plants regularly; fertilizo with a
bal, d lar one ns the pack di
when the flowers form and the fruit uets, then
at three- to four-week intervals,

Black plastic can be put on ths ground early
in the scason to protect the fruit, or a mulch of
straw or hay can be used.

Watermelons nre ripe when the white spot

See FIGLEY, 8D

. Shady character; Astilbes r\e exvelnt
; for a shady garden,

tographs primarily of landscape.
Whether it's the Great Wall in
Beijing, China, or the megalithic
structures of Stonchenge in
England, Nagler invites the viewer
to join him in a dramatic black and
white oolebration of Mother Earth,
“I hope I give pooplo a better ap-
preciation of the , to approciate
nature, and a little bit more,” sald
Nagler, a rtudent of Anse! Adama,
Not to be mlssed sre Naglar's
“Bpiral City” in Spain, whero the

King Jr., Pope John Paul II and President Jimmy Carter have been among his subjects.

houses literally wind their way

up a hill and “The Mittens” in -

Utah, "Death Valley Dunes” in
Californin ia stunning; the sand,
lyrical and fluid, The lino of a
dark sweeping shadow leads the
eye into the hoart of the image,
Nagler's works are included in
the collections of the Detroit
Institute of Arts, Center for
Croutive Photography in Tucson,

Brooklyn Museum, Nikon
International, Ford Motor Co,,
Genoral Electric Corp, and IBM,

To think it all started with an
Instamatic camern ho took along
on a trip to Hawali in 1870,

I love black and white. Black
and white is mare emotional, Color
is like going to sce a movie, Black

In 1969, after seven yoars as an
automotive designer for the Lincoln-
Mereury division of Ford Motor Co.,
and a briel atint as a franchisc own-
er of a Midas Muffler shop, Nagler
beeame a fino art phatographer. He
was 42. His photos and nrticles have
appenred in Detroit Monthly, The

and white is like ding the
book,” Nagler said.

See RENOWNED, 8D

Special exhibition to benefit young artists

By MARY Keemic
BTAYY WRITIR

An upcoming exhibit nt Objects of
Art in West Bloomficld will show
heart o well as art.

The show ia called the first
Kennedy Contor Art Gala, It will
benelit the studenta and tho art do-
partment at the conter, a school in
Pontiac for developmentally dis-
abled young people ages 14-26,

In addition, somo artista also fea-
tured at the gallery who aren't from
the Konnedy Contor will donate

eir ds to the atud:

. ™ said Alon Marie, art education
departmont head at tho Kennedy
Conter,

*“We're not juat teliing them You do

', . . the communityis . . . too."
Objocts of Art owner Beverly
Thompson, who started tho plans for
the art gala, had been impressed with
tho quality of art from the center, She
naw pieces in the contor’s booth at
rmingham's annual Art In the Park.

*1 started helping them set up one
morning . . . (and saw) how great
the art work was,” Thompaon said.

Th mot with school offi-

“To make the art and to have a
showing in a gallery of thia stature ,

cials. Beaides working out tho exhib-
it, she got the center foatured on

cablo TV this month.

The exhibit opens with o recep-
tion to meot the artists 6.9 p.m.
Friday, April 29, and will continue
to May 18. Objects of Art is in the
Sugar Treo shopping center on
Orchard Lake Rond just north of
Maple (call (810) 539-3332).

The display will present a wido
varloty of art, including coramics,
painted furniture and paintings.
Posters will bo xold, too.

Kennedy Center students como
from northeast Oukland County,

A fine arts program has been in
place ot the center sinco 1883. Job
skills and other skilla arc taught
there as well.

Art has become n valuable tool.
The young artists show their work
in exhibita throughout Onkland

County every year, and dealers
have oxpressed interest. Permanent
pleces from Kennedy Center nrtists
are in the Pontine Schools Specin!
Education Offices, among ather
sites.

“In the arca of art our students

d b sl

which includos five achool d
(Avondale, Rochester, Pontiac,
Oxford and Orion).

can pete and be with
anyone and everyone,” Marie said.

Artbest featurssvarious happenings in the sub-
urban arta world. Send news leads to: Creative
Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspopers, 805

Cranbrook'topic
Roy Slado, president of the Cranbrook
Academy of Art and director of the Cranbrook

E, Maple, Birmingham 48009, or fax them by ’ !a e‘ N ! . Academy of Art Musoum in Bloomfield Hills,
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) ' colling (10441574 0416, Py be ived no I ‘Pv::l opcn;:n;:hu Crnnbn}o‘\;‘\lglim:,sl’nul o
What to watch for in Crastive Living next woek: 48341.0416. Payment must be rece! na later sont: Tho Restoration of the Eliel Snarinen
’ R . ' Gypsy moth training than Monday, May 2. For information, call Houso" Tuesday, May 3, at the Dennas
. SIA visit with Carolyn Joseph of West The Michigan Stats Univeraity Extension of | (810) 838-0887. Mi Centor at Nort fich
Bloomfield, one of the artists taking part in the Oakland County is presenting a gypsy moth The overview workshop must be attended be- | College in Traverso City. As part of ita lecture
26th annual Westacrea Artist semtinar In May. To enroll in an overview nes- fore p ding to additional | Overview | series, the Dennos Muscum Center is planning
A look at the international plans of pianist slon, send your check in the amount of 85 E'er sessiona aroe schedulad 7-10 p.m. Wodnnu!nr{. o visit to the Cranbrook Academy of Art,
. ‘Plavio Varani of Birmingham, professor of mu- (payable to MBU Extension) to MS| May 11, in tha City of Rochester Hills City Hall Saarinen Houso and Dotroit Institute of Arta in
.sic and artist in residence st Onkiand . on of Oakland County, Atin: Gypey Auditorium and 7-10 p.m. Tueaday, May 17,in | June. For information nbout Slnde’s lecture,
University in Moth Tralning, 1200 N, Telegraph, Pontiac the Villago of Baverly Hills Office. | cali (610) 822- 1055.

Bary Klemic's P ves columan,
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