PRI

Movies, Page 5B

gahm Extrox

21N . : 5

Cuatsmxa Froco, Music Warns Ireet ) o Street Sense, BB

8332130 - 3

4B(0) {F) o MONDAY, MAY 2, 199
=

arilyn Mansan wanted to capture s live
M feel when they recorded their debat album
sa thes tuok matters into their own hands
-+ they mimicket a live show in the studio
“lwas singing with o mic and 1 took the miv
stand and smashed it in the studio,” said lead
singer Mr. Manson
The banil, who will release its album in June, is
set tu bring ats live show to the State Theatre in
Detroit on Sunday. May 8, to open for Nine Inch
Nalls. (The show is sold out. b
NEN lead singer Trent Reznor produced the
band’s debut for his Nothing Recunds label so he's
prety contident that NIN fans will embrace Mari.
lyn Manwon,
“Nine Inch Nuils funs will be lnlt’r\(rd in any-
thing that Trent Reznor is involved in it
Besides that, Mr. Manson said that he and
Reznor have a lot in common. “Trent and | are
(ticked1 off for wur vwn reasons.” Reznor, he thear-
ized. i¢ "unsatisfied” with his current situation.
He, un the uther hand, is “hasically comin’ at the
wuzld with a shotgun, shooting esenone in my
way.”
As for the bizarre name, it's a combination of
Martilyn Monroe and Charles Manson's names.
“Peuple always need flashy numes to get atten-
tion tin the entertainment industny ). I'm making a
muckery of that.”

ollective Soul has had a whirlwind court-
ship with the music industry since it
signed with Atlantic Records in early Feb-
ruary. A <nippet of their videu for the single
“Shine” shows up sandwiched between videos by
Alice in Chains and Tee Cube in an MTV com.
mervial.

“Shine” is also frequently played on alternative
and ruck stations while the album “Hints, Allega-
tions & Things Left Unsaid™ is selling more than
3.000 cupies per week.

Now the band is in the midst of its first major
headlining tour. That's not bad for a band that’s
officially been together for less than a year. Has
the band's heads stopped spinning yet?

“It stillis.” saidd lead singer Ed Roland. *It
hasn't stuaed since.”

The band will bring its hook-laden blues-in-
spired rock to The Ritz, 10°4 and Gratiot, Rose-
ville, on Friday, May 6. Call (810) 778.6404 for
more information.

Foz trivia nuts, the phrase “Collective Soul” is
huw Ayn Rand describes mankind in her novel

“The Fountainhesd.”
c chester Hills, who won two tickets to the
Paw cuncert last Thursday at St. Andrew's
Hall in Detroit. Kimberly Garrett of Westland,
Tony Gagnoa of Detroit, Sue Tollafield of Fern-
dale, JIm Hofer of Harper Woods, Tony Barra.
gan of Lincoln Park, Cathy Sanchez of Lake
Orion, Todd Bolton of Monroe, Mark Phillips of
Wayne, and Steve Mohe of Westland, can look
forward to receiving Paw CDs, posters and singles
in the mail.

ongratulations to Shawn Grimes of Ro-

To leave a message for Christing Fuoco, dial
{313) 953-2047. mailbox number 2130, on g Touch-
Tone phone, or write her at 36251 Schoolcraft,
Lisonia 48150.

STREET SOUNDS

McFly
-~ Spanking Bozo

i On their new album, “McFly,”
the Detroit based band Spanking

Most of the album walks that
familiar street Jooking for a dif.
lem'u route to take and finding pothing new, but
there sre a few tracks thut ere welcome exceptions.
*“Wipe Off That Page™ takes the funkiness to an-
ather wonderfully eccentric bevel. “J.B.LA. (James
Brown Is Alive)” is 8 response to the L.A. Style hit
“James Brown Is Desd.”

ing “Electronic disco music by senai.
tive white boys from England [s desd but . . .
James Brown s alive,” ing Bozo shows that
t.lnfnnlhmu Brown brought to the world {3 also
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cult to cerve » distinctive niche. “McFly” shows a
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e == Erie Darling

Mimi Harris has proven she’s a
musical storyteller, erafting
songs filled with sublime im-
agery. She also has proven she
can sing with power of Janis
Joplin and the bluesy style od
Bonnie Raitt.

BY Mark E. Garro
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- That Mimi

1 Harris comes from
| a theatrical family
seems ubvious.
There's un inhee-
ent sense of drmna
that threads its
way thruugh every song she sings,
sort of bare-boned theatricality.

A stury teller of sublitoe imagesy,
~he is one of the premier sungweiters
in the urea, yet she is equally atept
at bringing » musically astute, dis-
cerning and sympathetic voice to
the songs of heroes and peers,

There ix a fervor thut infurms eves
ey performance, and it's the dire
result of that fever for the stuge in-
stilled in the Grand Rapids native
as a child, A cuuple of years of hon-
ing her musical chops un local cof-
fechouse stoges, when she was hares
ly eligible for enrollment in high
school, completed the one-two
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punch that sent her on her path.

There was never ooy doubt that
Mimi Harris was meant to be n per-
former, and it was i~ a seasoned vet
that she fiest hit the Detroit aren
musivc scene some 17 years ago.
She's been a powerhouse presence
ever sinve,

Although she wax a staple carly
on at venerated venues like the
Blind Pig and Mr. Fload's Party in
Ann Arbor, there were ulso the
bread-and-butter days of what she
calls “the Dry Dock and Mountain
Jack scene.” as a “human juke box
five of xix nights a week.” Those are
the gigs that got her through the
transitional times,

Such is the life of the singes/
sangwriter. In Harrin' case, though,
there came the revelation that a lit.
tle electricity and a rockin’ litele
comba had a much broader appeal.

The first band, an R&B outfit
that she formed with the Rockets’
John Feogn, was born in 1979 as
Mimi & the Midniters. A couple of
years Iater came the Intruders, with
Jim McCarty of Mitch Ryder/Rock-
ets/Detroit Blues Band fame.

Somewhere in the mid-1980s, she
even sang with the Sun Messengers,
an expetience she calls valuable, if

Smart move: Mimi Harris has landed a recording contract wl(h Blues Factory Records with lhp
help of The Snakes, and together, they Il record 10 original compositions later this year.

only far the oppertunity to ring with
o higband.

‘Fhisnugh it al), her reputation
srew steadily among a constantly
growing legion of fons, Then, she
took o couple of years off “to be n
mom."

With the formation four years ago
of the Snakes — Greg Calder
tdrums), Mike Marshall (bass), Bill
Coaper (lead guitar) and the just
added keshoards of Jimmy Bones —
Harris has the kind of band every
muxician dreams about.

Harris, the Snakes? Charming

| Axsintuitive as they are chops

j smart, they're the band that helped

| Mimi Harrix land a recording con-
tract with Blues Factory Recordn.
Sometime this June or July, she and

1 the band will record 10 original com-
positiuna for the label that's had so
much to do with putting Detroit
back on the munical map. She's al.
ready excitedly planning a CD re.
leasce party for December,

Often compared to Janin Joplin

{for her power) and Bonnie Raltt
(for her alinky blueay style), like any

petformer uunh her rayalty check, ©
Mismi Haeris rises above easy com- .
pnnnunn

In the apples and oranges mxlcn\l
that i the Detroit music scene, it
may be beyond reasan to call anyane
the best at anything, but Mimi =~ -
Hartis i certainly in that category -
of one of the beat reasons in town to
actually get out there and experi-
ence the magic of live music.

Mimi Harrin wil} plny a rare solo
show at the Dirc Cafe in dawntown
Pontinc (333.2233) May 5.

IN CONCERTY

Items should be submitted two weeks
in advance to: Christina Fuoco, 36251
Sehooleraft, Livonio, MI 48150, or by
fax at {313) 591.7279. Venues' ad-
drrsses and phone numbers with area
codes must be included.
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