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From dump to dwelling

Hard work and optimism turns a crumbling summer home into year-round haven

Thursday. May 5, 1994

by Mary Ann Mohring
special writer
1 Crg and Man Misenar, ot
Ortord, had been required 1o come up
with 4 list of assets praor 1o betng
approsed for 4 mortgage when they
tought their “tixer upper™ on Stoney
Lake, 1t would have lovked something
like thin:
«A ellion triends
*A great sense of humor
eA lot of hope
Forunately, the unigue young couple
had all of the above when they bought the

old cuttage with the swayback foul, untie-

hied walls, detenorating frame amd
Jevtepit steps that would lead them down
the path 10 their new home,

Over the last 10 years, they complet-
ed a renovation which wanstormed the
crutmbling vne-bedroom coltage
Onrford, where Craig lived as 3 clull, into
a muders hottie, tucked away and over-
Jovkinyg a clean inland lake.

Qriginally, they simply eypeeted to
fiv it up counetically -« not rebuild i

‘Thes bought the house in 1981 for
SIO.000 after a very loag, discoutaging
searvh. Crang's mother recognized the
swayback roaf inan ad und called him,
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“The house was very dubl and plain,
And sumehow, we tathed surselves inle
" Cradg mises.

Because appearances can he deceiv-
ing. “dull and plain” quickly became the
teast of their problems. The ceiling bung
too low, the wirlls were made of com-
pressed cardboand and there was no invu-
lanon.

So white we were still bringing down
boves, Craig®s tearing the wally and ceil-
ing dow o and throwiag them out the back
window.

“When we tinally got everything
down here between Friday and Saorday
and we go to tahe a4 shower and there™s no
pipes.” Mary rememben, “We went to
tum the water oa and nothing came vul.™

Craig made a reconaaissance search,

I got up in the crawl space and was
tracing the pipes along and right where
the shower had been built, they just
stapped.” he explains. 1 never tried the
water when we were checking out the
house.”

Sa the pair accepled their lot, were
gratetul to the lake and Craig's mother
who lived in twwn and offered her show
er, and guickly pot to work an bigger pro-
Jeets,

They soon found the home's mos
attractive featuee, its Tocation, was their
biggest obstacte. Bult into a very steep
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pitched hill, the anly access is by way of
90 ten-inch steps. The stains, which were
falling away uademeath, became Phase 1.

They designed a three-tiered terrace
with wolmanized wooden steps that wind
through the land, blending naturally with
the environment, down to the lake. But
because of the treacheraus incline, and
limited access, they couldn’t get a land-
scaper. Undaunted, they put the word out
among their friends and eventually Boh
Denton, a local brick muson, agreed 1o the
job. Six days and $8,000 later, they were
H) steps cloner (o paradise,

“It*s a0 nice 1o come hottie 10 after
work,” Mary insists. “In the supinier tine
it's Jike twor ditferear worlds, With all e
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TALK DIRECTLY TO THE GROWERS
OPEN: MAY thru DECEMBER
6:30 A.M.-2:00 P.M.
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY

& 858-5495
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LOCALLY GROWN

Located on Pontiac Lake Rd.
A4 Mile Weat of Telegraph R3S




