high nitrogen content, 50 when you throw
them away, you're taking nitrogen from
the grass. Leaving clippings on the
pround won "t replace fertilizer entisely,
but it will allow you to climinate one
Jone.

“Peaple are conditioned ta think that
d.ppmgs ase thatch, but they're not,” he
says. *Thalch can be the thick stems of
bf.'zu oF SOMEUMEs EVEN Lrass 100y
growing on the surfuce, Grass clippings
e at least BOe water, and they decom.
e rapidly.”

It's possible to compost without o
commercial bin. The ideal sizes is 3 feet
square by 3 fect high: 6 inches of brown
and & inches of green organic matter, with
3 Jitte sail in between. Water well. Turn
1w mix it up and place new layers of mat-
tes on top of the mix.

You can buy ready-made compaost
bins in vasious sizes, or you can make
yuur own from wite mesh or wooden pal-
fets. Never try to make compost in a solid
trash can because air circulation is vita) to
the bacteria that break down the organic
matter,

When the compaost is ready to use, it
will be black or dark brown and sweet
smelling. Dig it into the soil when planti-
ng a garden, or add it to the hole when
planting a sheub. Or spread thickly at the
base of shrubs, trees, or perennials. Take
care, howevet, to wail about twu weeks
after tilling the compost into your garden
before you begin to plant new flowers of
vegetables. The mixture nceds time to
mellow and waork the soil,

48061 VAN DYKE
UTICA
15 Mile North of M.59

731-7240

SINCE 1945

Bill Meinent is both an advanced
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master gardener and master o
Why wauld anybady want 1o be a master
compaster?

“Well, I've been composting since 1
was a pup,” Meinert says. I learned it
from my futher and [ decided if | was
gaing o compost, | should learn the bio-
togical basics ~— how to da it better apd
faster. Compaosting is both an art and a
scicnce.”

Mcincit mans a phone for the
Ouakland County Extension Scrvice,
where he ticlds questions on compaosting
and geneta) gardening. He is involved
with a master gardeners’ volunteer pro-
gram dedicated to educating gardencrs on
such matters as composting and he teach-
e composting classes in several arca
communitics.

Mcinert says there are four reasens
for the recent increased interest in com-
posting: land fills are filling vp; the
expense of hauling trash from
ties to landfills; environmental concemns;
and Michigan Public Act # 264, which
gocs into cffect in 1995, This act pro-
hibits any yard waste at the vurb that isn't
going ta be composted, Yard waste will
no longer be accepled for landfitls.

*Yau could just put everything in a
pile, come back in two ycars, and you'd
have compost,” Meinert says. “But to
speed things up, you have to tum the pile
occasionally.

“Thar browa stuff is like gold —

| MANUFACTURER
DIRECT REBATE
: 10% OFF
v GARDEN STONE*

BSAIS‘ RNS(D PA!'IOVIITMCMS”CO‘ PAVERS
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§%: HOLLAND STONE* PREFORMED STEPS
Acxd the unique beauty of UNLOCK 1o

your landscape. UNLOCK® products o8
WO ) NMES STRONGER THAN CONCRETE and

“¥1800-336-4056

12591 Emenson Dirve » Boghion, hi 48116

the faster I can churn it out, the h
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TROY-BILT* &
Sickie Bar Mower

— WEINGART L —
Hours: Mon., Thurs. 8-8; Tues.-Wed., Fri, 8-5:30; Sat. 9-4

GEST Lawn & Outdoor Power: Equipment Dealer:

» Mowers for every type of yard and terain.

« Long lasting, ruggedly built.

» From the makers of TROY-BILT® Roto Tifler
« Covered by exclusive 7-Year Warranty.

Ask About Our No Money
Down Financing!
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Ow Canmimrat o Oualey

Wide Cut Mower

Ask your deader for complets detals and a tree
copy of the TROY-BR.T 7-Yaw Warranty,

39050 GRAND RIVER

FARMINGTON HILI.S
East of Haggerty R
471 -3050

“We Service
What We Sell”




