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Village Players thankful
for community’s support
applauding the cummunity for suppuorting

D their Satunlay, April 30 benefit, a “Coun-
try & Weatern Jamburee and Silent Auction.”™

“We were filled to capacity,” said Masters. "It
was electric, everyune was happy. Everything was
beautaful.”

“We expected 130 people, but we had mere,”
said Masters. “The community really supported
us. Our silent auction was alyo a success.” Event
procecds will go in the theater renovation fund.

If you missed the pasty, don’t miss the Village
Players” next priduction, “Closer Than Ever,” by
Maitby & Shire, opening 8 pm. Friday, Moy 13
with shows continuing weekends through May 28
at the playhouse, 752 Chestnut Steect, Birming.
bam. Call (810) 644-2075 for tickets.

Here are a couple of dates to mark on your cal-
endar.

@ Metrupolitan Opers coloratura sopmano Ruth
“:llm; will headline the 7 p.m. Sunday, May 15
S 1d Symphony concert at Southfield Pavi-
lion. Tickets $9 in advance, ot $6 for students and
senior adults. Call 354-4717 or the ticket hotline
851-7408.

@ Oakland Unisverity’s Meadow Brook Theatre

“will be the setting for singing, yodeling. hand
“clapping and fancy cowgirl rope tricks as the
awanl-winning children's singing duo “Cathy and

- Marcy” perform 11 a.m. Saturday, May 7. Tickets
are $6. Call (810} 377-3300.

® Paint le; May Play Day, 12:30 p.m. Satur.
day, May 7 at Univenity Presbyterian Church,
1385 Adams Road, Roachester Hills. Fee 36 in.
cludes day of music, dance, song and folklore. Call
(B10) 375.2513.
8 The 70.voice Farmington Community Chorus
presents its annual spring concert 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, May 13-14 at Harrison High School
on Twelve Mile Road between Orchard Lake Road
and Middlebelt. Tickets available at the door.

onna Masters and the Village Players are

LOOKING AHEAD

“What to wateh forin Ententainment next week:

B What's new at the movies.
= L’pmmmg plays and concerts in your communi-

lacub  Lascu's
idea of building a
ballet audience is
slowly. Slowly the
West  Bloomficld
choreographer built
the popularity of
the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchesten's
holiday “Nuterack-
e frum only four
——  performances 20
sears age ot Ford Auditatium to
over 25 performances st the Fox
Theater, a theater doable the size of
Ford Auditorium.

Now, stowly, he in establishing a
new ballet tradition, with Michigan
Opern Theatre, mounting a major
production each spring, meshing the
vast talents of the lucal dancers with
major internstivnal names, Whea
“Cinderells”™ by Seegei Prokofiev
vpens Friday evening at Masonic
Temple, two-thirds of the nearly 60
dancers in the cast will be from tocal
ballet schoals.

From Rochester to Livonia and
Plymouth, dancers from 10 to 56
sears old Rocked to his open audi-
tions for this senson’s age old story.
Lascu’s granddaughter Murie is a
page and Bloemfield Hills resident
Margo Cohen is the mean step.
mother. Others are stars, time.
keepers, dressmakers, cursetieres,
and compenions for the two ugly
stepsiaters, Grizalda and Anastasia,

*“It is such an honar to be in this
production with the wonderful tal-
ent Lascu has brought in,” said Car-
ole Cotter, owner of Miss Carole’s
Schoal of Hallet in Farmington
Hills, who will dance Anastasia.

Cotter is & good judge of dancers.
She danced with the some of the
discipline’s greateat names — Bar-
yshnikoy, Nureyev, and Fonteyn —

MARY JANE
DOERR

‘Cinderella’ showcases local talent

ON JTA¢E

“Clnderella®

WTheatsr: Michigan Opera Theatre
peesantation at the Masonic Tem-
i, 500 Ternpie, Detoi.

wCurtaln time: 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, 7, 2 . Satwday
a0 Suday, May 78,

*Tickets: Range from $11 to $83.
Children sit with thei¢ parents for
emsm sach with the purchase of

or more kal-priced adult ickets.
C«n.l! (313) B74-SING or Ticketmas-
or, 456658

] PREVIEW

when she was at the American Bal-
let Theatee before she joined the
Broadway cast of “Sugar Bobies.”

It seems the bigger the name, the
more humble the dancer,” remarked
Cotter about this production’s
leads, Evelyn Cisnetos of the San
Francisce  Ballet and  Catherine
Hatchelter of the Stuttgart Ballet.

Cisneros, who has been seen on
natiunul television in this role, has
won numerous awards for  her
achicvements from the Hispanic
community, has been featured in
national mogazines, and, in 1991,
was honured as one of the Most
Gifted Women in San Francisco Bay
Arco. She has danced in Lascu's
“Nutcracker” from the last 10 years,
The Austrian-born  Wolfgang
Stollwitzer will be the ladies' Prince
Charming.

*1 had only seen videos of the two
from Germony. Now that they are
here, I am thrilled,” said Lascu in
on intervicw on the evening of Rich-
ard Nixon's funeral. Nixon's inter-

Dancers:

brealk from rehearsal.

vention into Romanian politics en-
sbled Lascu and his wife to immi-
grate to the Detrvit nrea where
Loscu has made an enormous con-
tribution to the cultural life.

Now as the "Turandot™ acts come
down, and the lovely Son Francisco
Ballet Theatre sets go up at Mason-
ic Tlmplt, DSO conductor Leslie
Dunnrr is preparing the MOT ar-

che

“Dunmrmnonhnervum When he
conducts, he watches the dancers
rhythms and keeps the orchestra in
perfect timing,” naid Jodi Germain,
of Bleomfield Hills, a marketing

Cinderella"’ principal guest artist Evelyn Cisne-
vos, (left) Margo Cohen of Bloomficld Hills, Carole Cotter of
Farmington Hills, director/choreographer, lacob Lascu of
Bloomfield Hills and Jodi Germain of Bloomfield Hills take

company vwner and a dancer who is
Lascu's assistant and a super in the
production.

Lascu i obviously pleased. “No, 1
am not going to tell you anything
about the show and give away the
surprises.”

Everyane will have to witness for
themselves the Goed Fairy's magic
and how Cisncros changes her toe
shoes into glass slippera.

Mary Jane Docrr of Troy is a full-
tine teacher and freelance writer
who specializes in opera and musicol
theoter.,

Don’t miss ‘Les Liaisons Dangereuses’

Here, right now, is
my one-time-only
money-back guaran.
tee to all you "pro-
fessional™  theater
anchs who refuse to
plunk down cight or
10 bucks for an ama-
teur procduction. See
Farmington Players’
“Les Liaisons Dan-
gereuse,” and if you
still think that community theater is
just a showcase where frustrated high

MARK S.
CARLEY
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schoo] actors perform in front of their
friends, I'll pay for your ticket.

‘The Players have bitten off a lot
with Christopher Hampton's dark
tale of sex and deceit in 18th contury
France. They come away with a pro-
duction which, from top to bottom, is
the beat ['ve seen them do.

“Les Ligison" presents us with La
Marquinse de Merteuil (Paula Myers)
and Le Vicomte de Valmont (John

DeMerell), two  pre-revolutionary
aristocrats who make J.R, Ewing and
Alexis Carringtan look like Mr. Rog-
cts and Mary Poppina. For no better
reasons than boredom, and o sense of
sport, they systematically destroy the
reputationn and ruin the lives of
those aroynd them.

As Valmont, DeMerell is stunning
and chillingly effective. With viper.
like instincts and charm to apare, he
persunifies amorality, His wit, draw.

Sce THEATER, 0B

ON 7TAGE

“Les Lisisons Dangersuses”
Y Theatsr: Famington Players, 32332
Twelve M2s Road.

*Curtain time: 8 pm. Thuredays, Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundeys
through May 21,

ArTlckets: Cal 533-2955.
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BRING MOM 24366 Grand River Roast Beef
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MOTHER’'S DAY

Roll & Butter

only
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S DAY}

* SUNDAY, MAY 8 .

RED FOX
6676 Telegraph R,
Bloomlield » 6264200
Dinnee: 2:00 p.m..7:00 p.m.

SLY FOX
725 §. Hunter
Birmingham * 6426900
Drunch Baflet: $1 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Dinner: 4 pm.-d pm.

ADAMS SQUARE
Caleteria
¥ 643 5. Adams
Irmingham ¢ 6-44.1042
Brunch/Dlaner: 11 a.m.H p.m.

FOXYS at GREAT OAKS
1254 Walton Bhd. * Rochester + 652.1177
Dinnen: 12 noon-B p.m.

(children’s menu availabley

- Call for reservations -

...treat Mom on her Special Day!
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