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Fairy tale musical is charming

—m—— Gteohen Son-

holm and
James  Lapine's
picturelque
“Into The
Woods,” a falry
tale musical for
any age, opened
on Broadway to
saLy Mixed reviews —
DUBATS :nullully Iul’ly erit-
cal
that nothing new was said about
the udult peychological messugen
uf fairy tales, but how often docs
one do a puychological Interpreta.
tun of n fairy tale?,
Avon Players

Road, 1 1/4
off of Aochester Road In
Rochester Hils,

*Curtain time; 8 pm. Fridays
and Saturdays, 2 p m. Sun-
days, trough May 21.

*Tlckets: $10 with senor ctizen
and student discounts avail-
able. Cal (810) 3751300,

In its
interpretation of Sondheim's
deep, dark messages, und the re.
aults are charming and enchant.
ing. Director Kimberley Britt
achleven this gentle blend with o
manterful mix of whimsy, humor
and poignancy; sdept musical di-
rection lu by Lee George

“Into The Woods" does present
weveral messoges (Le., conquering
personal giants/fears and risking
roing Into paychological woods),
but with a delicate exprrensiveness
that never preaches and is slwnys
captivating.

Sondheim and Lapine have cre.
ated a kingdom where our fuvori
fuiry tale choracters are neigh-
Lars. “Prologue: Into The \Voo(lx"
in the wonderfully exceuted com-
puny vpening that scts the fanci-
ful tone of the show os our charac-
ters wish for various desires to be
fulfilled.

An evil witch, played delicions.
ly corrosive by Sharon Hendricks,
sets the pnce with a bribe of sorts
for u childless baker and his wife
(Kevin  Edwards and  Tani
Mough).

The tates entwine when the
witch croakn for the baker (whase
“futher died in o boking acci-
dent”) and his wife to find o “"Cow
white as milk (Jack and the
HBeanstolk), o cape red nn blood
{Little Red Riding Hood), hair
yeltow as corn (Rapunzel), and u
slipper pure s gold (Cinderelln).”

If the items can be found, the
baker and his wife will have o

§>

] REVIEW

child, wo they embark on thelr
Jjourney inte the scary woods with
mixed antivipation. “It Takes
Two" Is sung heautifully by Ed-
wards and Mough: anly together
can they get through the woods,
Edwards' facial expressions, at
turns camic or morose, tell hia
story well,

Little Red Riding Hood s per-
formed with A plus energy by tal-
ented Rebecea Bahling. Ron Wil-
liama in tertific as the Wolf as he
sings with sexy and justiu) glee,
“There's no possible way to de.
scribe what you feel whcn you're
talking to your meal.”

Williums also doubles as Cin-
derella’s Prince, With Matt Drav-
ing us Rapunzel’s Prince, the two
sing n very comical “Agony,” ex
plaining with regal exaggeration
the wues o handseme, macho,
hero/prince fuces when he can't
ket hin princess.

Jack {the one that climbs the
beanstatk) is ;wrfonncd well by
Ken Gritles, Grider's perky inter-
pretation uf Jack is right on the
mark. Sharon Thomas also fares

well as Jack’s mother,

Act il brings on the surprises
and messoges as the characters
meet new challenges not in the
orlginal fniry unln RApunul bo-

ENTERTAINING CHOICES - :

Entertalning Cholces /ists up-
coming concerts, plays, dance per-
formances and specisl events.
Send ltems to be considered for
publication to: Keely Wygonix, En.
tentainment editor, the Observer &
36251

moans her d;
hood, whilo Clnderella faces
dhconu'nt at the castle. Eponine
Willlams is funny os Rapunzel, as
is Jennifer Comba as Cinderella.
Combs’ Interpretation of “On The
Stepa of The Palace” creates a
cozy ambiance.

Anthony Sherman s amuaingly
drall as the bespectacled narrator
with a bow-tle, Llsa Jessweln and
Julle Thomerson add Jots of fun.
ny punch as Cinderella’s sisters.

The show is pulled together
with fantastic scenic design by
George Kozak, gorgeous costumen
by Kris Murrell-Diedrich, with
superb technical direction nnd
lighting by John Deierlein.

“Into The Woods" is a lyrical
treat by Sondheim, and the Avon
Players' productlon is one of
which he would be proud.

Sally Dubats of Royal Oak is an
an actress, director and teacher,
who teaches at community the-
aters in the metropolitan area.

Schoolcraft, Livonla 48150. Our fax
numberis 891-7279,

COMMUNITY
THEATER

€ 87, BEDE PLAYERS
Gllbert & Sullivan's “Ruddi *

PROFESSIONAL

W BIRMINGHAM

“The Best Little Whorehoune In
Texas,” directed by Wort
Gardner opens 8 p.m. 'Tuesday,
May 10 and continuea through
June 12 ot the theater, 211 8.
Woodward. Call (810) 6443533
for tickets or Ticketmaster, (810)
645-6666.

@ MEADOW BROOK

Neil Simon's “Broadwny Bound,”
continues through May 15 at the
theater on the campus of Oakland

8 p.m. May 6-7, May 13-14, 2 p,m.
May 15 at Southfield High
School. Tickets $8 adults, $4 stu-
dents and senior citizens in ad-
vance, Call 657-7246 or 540-6943.

@ 8RO PRODUCTIONS

“Ten Little Indians” opens 8 p.m.
Friday, May 6 and continues
weekends through May 22 at the
Burgh on the northeast corner of
Civic Center Drive and Berg Road
in Southfield. Call 354.9362 for
tickets.
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ing out every possibls laugh at his
victlms’ expense, makes him all
the more fun to watch,

As Merteuil, Myers is Val.
mont’s match and then some. Her
performance Is lunty, bitchy and
conniving. Her flaming red hair
adds just the right accent.

Jill Lamphere gives a heart-

Buildin
B 8

oom.

Come to where buildings
bask under the sun instead
of block it. Where the
beach stretches on for
miles. And the nearest
skyscraper is a towering
sand dune. Call for lodging
information. Then, make
the simple choice,
Petoskey=Harbor
Springs-loyne
Conntry Visitors
Burean. Petoskey,
Michigan.

o+ 1-800-845-2828.

Advance Tickets to the

lee the Gift of Golf

to Mom

U.S. Women's
Open Championship

at Indianwood
Golf & Country Club
in Lake Orion, Michigan
July 18-24
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m-"d’ m :‘o::’:i;bo;:e‘llo Oruumil a -',Z: :
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Mal) orders to: 1994 U.S. Womens Open, P.O. Box 8, Lake Qrlon, M1 48361
Checks and money orders should be made payadle to; 1994 U. S. Women’s Open

Tickets and parking
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be malied
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before the
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rending performance as the victim
of one of Valmont's conquests. As
Madame de Tourvel she is o
beautiful and frail flower, crushed
in the end as much by her own
innacence as by Valmont's cruel-
ty.

in Roch Call
(810) 3773300 for tickets or Tick-
ctmaster (810) 645-6666.

JAZZ

M BRAD FELT TRIO

Fubu-driven modern jazz ot Bra-
vo Coffee House, 19739 W. Twelve
Mile at Evergreen, Southfickd 8-
11 p.m. Friday, May G, Call 443-
0511 for information,

| CHILDREN

H MARQUIS

“The Princess and the Goblin,”
11:30 a.m. Saturdays through
June 18, Cull {313) 343-8110.

CLASSICAL

B LANGSFORD SINGERS

Spring Concert featuring the
works of Grieg, Mozart, Elgor,
Copland, Gilbert and Sullivon,
7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 7, North
Congregational Church, 26275

OCANI.A GRAND BUFFET

-1, Over.100 Chinese Dishes."
Bpoeulry Propared for Fam|
A MostN us,

. Friends and utanl
conamical Meal

*5% (don. ).
| Dinnor *7* (Mo, Thors)

We cater ta portses -

Banquet Rooms trom 15 10 500 Guests

29900 Van Dyke (8 uw um Acrows trom GM r.:.cm..a‘u-uza
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SALADS, SANDWICHES, & FRESH SEAFOOD
*DAILY VEGETARIAN SPECIALS

| 29101 GREENFIELDR—

Van Dyke location

WINES ZBLGLASS

Vv E JAZZ)

559—5985
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(MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH|

& BUFFET
Brunch Seatings: 11 AM. & 1 P.M.
Bufiet Seatings:
3P.M. &5PM.
Reservations Required
$8.95 Adults + ss.ss cmldmn

698-221 0
9531 Hightand Rd. (M-59) * 3 m. w. of Akport R
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12th, 13th, 14th, & 15th\\
By Special Enmam
PAT PAULSEN

© | 8 FREE TICKETS®.
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Northwestern, Svuthfield, Tick-
ets 38, senlors and students $6, at
the door or call (810) 682-5028.

& LYRIC CHAMBER ENSEMBLE pe
Golden Rain Percusaion Ensem- -
ble and Vanguanl Saxephone En-
semble in o Latin-styled brunch
concert 11:156 n.m. Sunday, May
15 at the Gem Theatre in Detroit,
Tickets $20. Brunch served 10:45
a.m. and is included in ticket
price. Call (810} 357-1111,

Dance
concert

Cranbroak Kingswood's anmual.
Spring Dance Concert, ltulurmg
madern dance by the Cranbrook
Kingswowd Dancers will be 8 p.m.
Thurxday, Fridsy and Saturday,
May 12.14 at the Cranbrook Per-
forming Acts Ceater, 550 Laong
Pine Road, Bloomfield Hills.
etx ore $4 and available of]
the door. Call (B10) 645-3441 for}
information.

Students will perform dances]
they have choreographed them:!
selves, They will dance to maosid
runging from rock to Bach.

2nd Edmon
MAY 13-15
Fridag, Saturday
unday
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