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Listings teatures news and notes about subur-
ban rexl estate. 1o kst an announcement. wrte:
Lisbngs, Redl Estate Editor, Observer & Eccentne
Newspapers, 36251 Schookraft, Livona $8150.
Our fax number s (313} 591.7279.

B SPECIAL TRISUTE '
B.F. *Bud" Chamberlain was
honored by the state of Michigan
with a Special Tribute to celebrate v 4
the 46th anniversary of Chamber- | AR
lain, Realtors. : =

*This milestone represents inno- |
\ation, commitment to the highest §
standards of service, and vision,”  Eg <@
acconding to the state tribute intro- X Sl
duced to the state Legislature by~ Chamberiain
state Sen. Michael Bouchand, R-Bisrmingham.

Chamberlain founded the Birmingham based
real estate company in 1948 in a converted garage
in Royal Oak. The company has become synony-
mous sucvess and integrity.

“With hard work, interest in the community, in-
volvement in state and national issues, and
unshakable belief in the American dream of home

hip, Chamberlain, Reattors has become the
largest wholly owned, private real estate company
in Michigan,” reads the state tribute.

1t adds: “The company was an innavator years
&g in opening the first multi-office vperation and,
with its unique keti pp! h, it i}
to set new standands. This is also evident in jta
extensive relocation and referral services.”

Offices are in Birmingham, Troy, West Bloom-
field, Allen Park and Royal Oak.

U!FS
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at ERA

. sales
fymal Symes Realtors in West A
Bloomfield, was among the honored |
top producers at ERA’s annual in-
ternational business conference in
San Antonic. There are 4,000 ERA
brokers and agents worldwide.
Through meetings, seminars and
demanstrations, attendees were
trained to combine teamwork and
technology to ochieve their goal of
providing superios customer service.
On hand were ERA sgents from 3,000 U.S. offic-

NOvetsky

Video my help you uncover home defec'tsf

BY JANICE TIGAR-KRAMER
Srecial Weiras

The house you've found may be the
place of your dreams, but don't let
emotion keep yuu from hiring a home
inspector to check it for potential
problems.

‘That’s the advice of Don Booth, a
state of Michigan property manager,
and Mitch Kuffa, a private home in-
spector, who have produced a video,
+Ate You Buying a Home? A Profes-
sional Guide to Home [nspection,”
$16.95),

‘The two say it will help home
buyers find defects that could wind
up costing thousands of dollars to re.
pair after the transaction closes.

"Most serious home buyers narrow
their choice down to six to 12 homes,
but they can’t have them all inspect-
«d,” 2aid Booth of Rochester Hillx,

“Realtors tell me they have clients
wha want to buy, but they're alraid of
finding surprises und hidden defects
after the sale.”

Booth sald the video docan't re-
\ 7 lon, b

danger of radon gas and tells how to
ine a roaf without cllmbing a

place a ome insp ut
it will help homs buyers and scllers
red-flag conditivns they might othes-
wise overlook.

A prvate home inspection around
Michigan costs about $225 to $250, he
wid.

The 62-minute video, purt of a se.
ries filmed by dkb Educational Ser-
vices, Rochester Hilla, covers all
phases of home ennstruction, among
them:

B Property grade.

B Electrical, plumbing and heating.
ouf.

8 Foundatian.

@ Framing.

W Doors and windows.

B Firewall,

B Brickwork and siding.

& Kitchen and bath,

The info-video also discusses the

Keep bonding status;

CONDO
QUERIES

Q. Myt n
er assoclation is
considering  drop-
plng the bonding
requirement of the
treasurer and us-
log two signatories
on the checks as a
safeguard.

Do you think this
is a sound idea? {a it
malfeasance on the
part of the officer
who is making such

PR

At would appear to me to be poor
judgment on the part of the associa-
tion to drop the bonding requirement
on sny officer which would jeopardize
the association's monies.

While it is not necesaarily malfea-
sance on the part of the officer who is

deemed so if there is s Joss down the
road and/or if there is any collusion
invalved in regard to any ultimate
problem which may occur to the asso-
ciation,

You are best advised to continue
the bonding requirement as well as to
utilize all other protections with re-
spect to the handling of fundds, oa well
as putting two signatoties on the
check which may be n safeguard in
any event.

It may also adversely affect the
ability of the members of the associa-

ladder,

] can't begin to stress how vulner-
able home buyers can be and how im-
portant it is to have a home inspected
before buying,” said Booth, “I've seen
the worst things happen when people
dun't take time out for this proce.
dure.”

Example: Never overlook a grading
problem or a ‘slight leak” in the base-
ment — two costly, labor-intenslve
repairn that will have to be dane soon
after moving in.

The (ilmmakers teach homo in-
apection and home maintenance sem-
inars for area community collegea and
for Rochester Community Schools’
continuing education division.

Robert A Jones, a West Bloomficld
builder and president of Builders Aa-
iation of South Mich
agrees it's a good idea to have some
uned homes inspected before buying:

“Depending on the age and condi-;
tion of the house, it may take a:
tralnod inspector to ldentify some po-
tential problems.”

Since new construction is checked
by city inspectora throughout the’
building process, Jones sald, inspect-!
ing a now home would be duplicating
what's been done. ‘

Booth thinks it's a good idea to.
have new haomes privately checked,
too, "because cily nspectors look for
code violations not at building stand- .
arda"

The Mimmakers’ next video, almed
at women, Is dus out in June; “Do.it-
Without Him! Home Maintenance for.
Women."”

“Are You Buying o Homel A Pro-;
fessional Guide to Home Inapection’™;
is sold at Construction Bookstore in-
Franklin Plazo, 29113 Northwestern.
Highway, Southfield. Ta arder a copy”
by muil, call Don Booth at (810) 375-°
1164, N

minutes must be kept

montary procedure and have
recorded minutes?

A. Under mast condomlnium re-
gimes, you become a member of the
association automatically when you

1

case may be, are recorded. .
State law does require the keeping
of minutes. To the extent that the de-.
veloper of the association who is in®
controt of the association at this time
is not complylng with its legal and/r
1 obligati it should

purchase a unit in the ini
praject,

The association is generally placed
in existence by the developer at the
time he estahlishes the condominium
project, since there must bo an entity
in place to administer the affaits of
the condominium project, typleally a

tion to get similar lending
on mortgages.

F

Somint

While atate law does nol mandate
that all meetings be conducted by
1i 1 T

have the steering committee puraue:

" the developer with respect to this!

matter. ..

Robert M. Meisner is a Birming-.
ham-area attorney concentrating his;
practice in the areas of condomini-
uma, real estate and corporate law.
You are invited to submit questions
by writing: fobert M. Meisner, 30200
e h Road, Suite 467, Bingham,

Q.1 am ownerofa
and since the bullder has control at
the present, do [ automatically be-
long to an association. b

Y
the bylaws of moat condominium as-
sociations provide that some sort of

1 1 Tollowed

Farms, MI 48025. This column’ pro-\
vides general information and should:
not be d as legal opinion, To.

the of minutes, so

Since state law requi laws
for condominlums, shoulda’t all

that the actions of the association

leave @ voice-mail message for Robert.
M. Meisner, dial 953-2047, maoilbox.

es and 12 foreign countries. making such a proposal, it may be meetings be conducted by pariin- and/er the board of directors, as the 1871, N
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Closo to year round recroation. G ki,
swim, fish go with this 1991 aimost new 3
rnach. Fult

3
home. 3 bedrooms, 3vi
square footage on large

, covered boat

BLOOMEIELD - BY

.
Contemporary
baths, fots of
sprawiing Iot, Inground pool,

gock, skylights, vautted ceilings and more.,

[~
SHEILA RICH

bathe,
car garage on 1 acre, Plus. more. -4
$117,900. C-4525

Ask For...

OWNER
St e oo o | 2 .

drooms, 3 e e, §|| $649.000 HEILA RIC DELORES HECK :
farge yard. $152.500 CENMTURY 21 At The Lakesn 698-21411

4
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855.5890
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