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Moving history: A crowd, above, turned out a year ago to watch the historic Kirby White House be moved a mile
down Farmington Road. The house now sits neglected at Farmington and 10 Mile roads. At right, Wayne Elliott,
’x auwen last May during the move, is still upbeat about the house's future.

House from page 1A

n n found that Elliott, a builder,
«d property in the city and
s interested in the house, its
<envation seemed assured.

‘It ithe movel was already a
- nth late,” said former Mayor
Joads Surunen. who served on the
hurch  committee that worked
iaith the Historic District Com.
«1on to futge a compromise.

“We had the financing (for the
ansivn), the architect's plan,
the lan spproval,” she said.
e were ready to gu.”

With much fanfare. help from
city and utilities involved —
two delays — the move down
I3 ington Road came off on a
wynny May day. The atmosphere
o
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during the muve was like a holi-
day parade, with entire famitics
lining the street to see the alow-
moving piece ufhixlor)'.

“We were tickled,” Soronen
«aid. “It didn’t have to be de.
stroyed.”

The church gave the $15,000
that it would have paid for the
demolition to Elliott toward the
cust of the move. But alter the
movee got the huuse to the proper-
ty, the truubles really hegan.

Stuck in the mud

The rain that had delayed the
move had also softened a filled-in
ditch, and the house sat on 10
Mile until the early hours of the
next day. And once it was on the

lot, it couldnt be moved back
frum the rvad. prompting com-
plaints from residents and motor-
ists alike about the dangerous,
blind corner.

“We were kind of walking on
gy, anid assistant city manager
Dave Call. “We didn't want to to
cundemn the house, but we want-
ed it moved. We had gotten calls
for about two weeks.™

The plot then thickened, just
like the spring mud surrounding
the house, when the house mover,
Michigan House Movers, could
not move the house over the foun-
dation. Eventually the city im-
pounded the mover's truck that
had been left on the lot, and El-
fiott had to hire another mover
“for $10,500 to move it 80 feet,”
said Hi ical District Commis-
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sivner Hernie Ludwig.
The extra expense and delays

followed by o long, cold winter,
put the projevt behind, leaving
Gary Olszewski, Elliott’s immedi-
ate neighbor to the vast on 10
Mile, wondering if there ever
would be progress.

“In the fali, birds were roosting
in there,” Olazewnki sal A
with the holes, kids could fall in.
Vuw the woodpeckers are guing ot
i

Olszewski, who is also a build.
e, aaid he understands that a lot
of the problems weren't Elliott's
fault. But he began to think no
work was being dune and is con-
cerned the house will just sit,
open on two sides and unfinished.

“1 felt awkward,” said Soronen,
"I drive down Fermington Road
all the time and it just sits there.™

Still a go
Through all of the hassles, tick-

cts from the city for violationn,
and even a lawauit against Michi.
gan House Mavers, Elliott hns
kept his optimiam. Asked if he
had any regrets, he anawered,
“hell no.”

“It's a big project,” he said,
“‘We should be getting our loan in
the next few days. 1 expect to be
working on it in a week and a half.
And we (Elliott and wile, Cindy,
whao's expecting a child at the end
of May) should be moved in by
Thlnlug:vlnx or Christmas at the
Intest.”

Sutctiffe said she’s heard that
song before. And after having the
house moved “too close™ for com-
fort, after a $4,000 ansensment in-
crease on her house, which she
now can't sell, and after leaming
that the city ia also planning a
bike path acroas her property,
ahe's had enough.

“Hey, a8 soon as he geta it fin.

iahed, wo're outta here,” she said.

Sutcliffe foulta the Historic
District Comminsion and the city
fur diving into the project with
hoth feet without looking. But
Call xaid the city has done what it
could to make sure Elllott com.
pletes the project, and has been
involved with many succesaful
house moves over the yeara.

*We were not required to give
any specigl notice to the neigh-
bors that this huuse was going to
be moved onto that fot,* Call
said. “But in hindsight, 1 think
we probably would have given
them some notice,”

Ludwig, an 18.year resident
and member of the commission
for seven years, aaid there were nn
short cuta.

“We posted our meetings,” hv
sald. “Wnayne came to aeveral of
them. I'm just glad that he's guing
to be able to get going on it
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