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BY MARGARET O'BRiEN
LT WA
".. Officially, no one has filed
fur a new suat on the Oskland
County Ciréuit Court, but Ha
,-not fur lack of Intercat.
Fyeryone tlse was scurrying
to file petitions last week 1o get
on the Nuvgmber hnllolufgr

3 announce
for circuit
court seat

tu get the signatures together
in time," Levy sald about the
5,000iplus algnatures necded
to get on the ballot,

Levy, a judge for the 46th
district court for the last 7
years, 'said he is ready to carry
his wi!n!null Justice philosophy
o ibic o H

Legislation would strap banks

By T1M RicHARD
BTASK WHITek

State-chartered banks would be
unsble to get into the inkurance
business if a package of bills In
the House of Representatlves be-
comes law,

“We will curtail the ability of
state-chartered banks to com.
pete,” warned Rep. Williom
Kelth, D-Garden City. “We will
not have one state-chartered bank
in Michigan,

“We uned to have 200 state-
chartercd savings and loans; now
we have one,” safd Keith, arguing
that tough state regulations will
backfire, Of 205 banka in Michi-
gan, 160 have state charters, and
45 are national, soid the former
banker.

X approg
ish for crimes to the

upen county ¢ i LS.
Houwe, state Scnate and dis-
" trict courts sdata. But former
Oaklend County Circuit Judge
Alice Gilbert,” 46th  District
“Judge Bryan Levy and former
_Ookland Coynty Probate
Judge John J. 'O'Brien could
anly announce their intentions
tu run for the Wnulﬁt:ln! circuit
courtseat, Ly i
‘The legiglation creating two
new circuit court seots, one in
Onkland County's ‘sixth dis-
trict and one in Charlevoix,
passeel the state Senate lant
Aoweek and is expected to be de-
[ bated and fnatized In a confer-
sence_ committee, that will con-
~vene tomorrow,
Until H.B. 5328 in passed by
n two-thirds voté of the House
and signed by Gov. John En.
gler, no vne can file or even col-
fect signatures o get on the
hallut tu become' the' 17th clr-
cuit court jurge in‘Oklnnd
County. .

If it doea pans, prospective
candidates wubld have until
Tuesdny, May 24, to file. The
new  judge would take the
beneh dan. 1, 1995, -

Levy, who Has been keeping
clone taba urf the legislation,
said the deloy will make the

‘election  process much more
difficult for all three an.
nounced candidates.

“1t will belquite a scramble

. .

next level,

“Even though I have been a
very happy dintrict court judge
for seveén yeors, § have alwoys
wanted 'to be a cireult court
judge,” snid Levy who lives In
Beverly Hifls with his wife and
two chilliren. He has a bache-
for's from the University of
Michigan and 'a law degree
from lhe\Univerﬂily of Detroit.

Beverly Hills resident
O'Brien, « who could not be
reached for comment, was an
Qukland ‘County probate and
juvenile court judge for 14
years and'served two terms on
the Beverly Hills Village Coun-
cil. He carned his bachelor's
and law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Detroit.

O'Brien’s license 1o practice
law was suspended for three
years in 1988 when he was con-
victed of filing folse credit card
and loan applications,

Alice Gilbert, a judge for 31
years before leaving the bench
to run for the U.S. Congress in
district 11, liss alsb announced
lier interest in the $102,986 per
year job. Gilbert, who also
could not be reached lant week,
was an Oskland County circuit
judge from 1976 10 1992,

She carned her bachelor's
from  Wellealy College then
went on to Northwestern Uni-
versity for her LL.B.

banking ¥ an

companies should stick to the in-
surance  business,” weald  Rep.
Mike Griffin, D-Jackson, summ.
Ingitup.

“Banks should stick to the
di

Rep, Jerry Vorva, R-Plymouth,
took a middle ground. He sup-
ported a faited ! that

Bryant, R-Grosse Pointe.
Banks already operating insur-
les couldn't be forced

would have prohibited a bank
from having an insurance agency
in the same office; prohibited loan

ance
out, said Rep. Bill Martin, R-Bat-
tle Creck, floor manager of the
package. Banks already are xell-

officers from selling | 4
provided for atrict fines; and ap-
plied industry standards for use
of qualified insurance ogents,

In the end, the House

ing limited ities and credit
life Innurance, Three major Mich-
igan bank holding companies —
Comerico, NBD and O!d Kent —
own i ics of some

80-25 the first of a four-bill pack-
age designed to keep banks, sav-
fgs and loan associations and
credit unions from welling insur.
ance.

Area lawmakers vouing yes: Re-
publican Lyn Bankes of Redford,
and Democrata Justine Barns of
Westland, Mazxine Berman of
Southfield and Richard Young of
Dearborn Heights.

Voting no: Republicans Vorva
and Deborah Whyman of Canton,
and Democrat Keith,

“There will be no aetion in the
Senate,” predicted Rep. William

sort,

The issue srose Jan. 25 when
the state Supreme Court ruled the
state insurance commissioner
lacked authority to stop Luding-
ton Savings Bank from huying an
existing Insurance sgency.

*A lot of prople view this ax &
free market Iskue, said Martin.
“But inkurance and banking are
extremely highly regulated indus-
tries. The issue isnt about
whether banks are good or bad
guyn, or whether insurance com-
ponies are good or bad guys.”

Martin said credit union lend-

crs were offering “insurance at no
cost” hut actunlly rulling the coat
of life insurance into the loan. “I
don’t know if that's blsckmall or
goad husiness practice.” N

Bockers of the package also ar-
gued lenders could subtly coerce
borruwers into buying their agen-
cy’s life, home or aute insurance,
or engage indirectly in rebating of
commissions.

Keith, author of the utatewide
bisnking law in 1986, scoffed at
talk sbout “coerciun’ because
“the industry hos not had one
complaint about coercion. If [, as
a (former) loan officer of Manu-
facturers Notionol Bank, said you
have to huy our insurance to get
thix loan, my bank cold be fined
&1 million o day.”

Refer to House Bill 5281 when
writing tu your state senalor; refer
to HI3 5262, 5281 and 5284 when
writing to your state representa-
tive, State Cupited, Lansing 48909.

‘Peacemaker’ celebrates its 20th birthday

Gung violence, Drugs, Bitter
family quarrels, School problems.
Loneliness,

Many teenagers have to con-
tend with such problems.

And many parents try to copw
with teens who have those prob.
lems,

Sometimes the disparitics be-
tween the parties is too great and
youngsters hit the streets, trying
to run away from their problems.

That's where The Sanctuary
comes in.

The Sunctuary Inc. serves more
than 4,000 families in Oakland
County, trying to be a peacemaker
between teens and thelr parents.
It offers p ction for )

who would otherwire turn to the
streets for survival, giving them
more of o chunce to work out their
problems with their parents and
siblings,

Founded in Pleasant Ridge and
Royal Oak and now expanded to

bration, including executive diree-
tors Lisa Kaichen and Mary
Schaefer. A fight of homing pi-
geons will be released, symboliz-
ing the emphasis on returning
home. There will be clowns and
lmlloo‘n'n. with ]A‘icnicmlylu food

Pontiac, The S will cele.
brate its 20th birthday from 5:30-
8 p.m. Friday at the Oakland
County Farmers Market in Royal
Onk. Ice cream and cake will be
free to the public, but guests are
asked to bring some non-perish.
able food item to help feed the
children in the Puntiac and Royal
Osk centers.

Former staff members will be

! ing for the birthday cele-

fory
“The community has been
weonderful. We want to make this
birthday party a gift te all of our
good neighbors and friends,” said
Mert Pohutsky, director of The

Sanctuary.
The organization got its start
following difficult times for

youngaters who gathered at Royal
Oak's Memorial Park in the early
1970« after they were barred from

cungregating ut the shupping cen-
ter across the strect at 13 Mile
Road and Woodward. Some of the
youths had run away from home
and had no place to live. They
slept at the park and nearby puly.
tie places nnd often were confront.
«d by police.

Volunteers who saw a need
found an abandoned photo studio
in Pleasant Ritlge us The Sanctu-
ary’s fimt home. It was used for

hel 3 hil and 1]
ing their fomilics and it moved to
Roysl Qak in 1980,

The Sanctuary hos a 24-hour
crinin line: 810.547.2260.
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N ‘
nter our Sunflower Growing

- Contest! The tallest flower with the

largest seed head grown in the 1994

season through July 28, will wih!
¥ Yoursunflower's height should be
measured from the soil level to the base of
the head where the stem connects to the
flower, Measure the head diagonally—
from sced edge to seed edge. Deadline to
enter is Friday, July 29,1994 at 6:00 p.m.

If you are raising a super sunflower, let

us know: Call, FAX, or-write us.|

' .313-953-2047, ext 1859 or

" 810-901-2569
FAX:810-644-1314.
-
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