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- guided the Rams to the

Abraham wins
double honor as
Madonna coach

t's not ltke success is somethlng foreign to Jer-
ry Abrsham.
He's had his share. Plenty of it, actually.
League tltles, Final Four stufl, national accizim
. he's done well at every levet of coaching. And
1l “doesn't take him & long time to prove it, either
— bo it in volleyball or soRtball.

So what he’s done with Madonna Unlversity’s
softball team should come na no surprise. Abra-
ham has proven it, time and again — his formula
works.

And just what is this magic he creates? Some
sort of spell he casts that mysterioualy transforms
losers into winners?

E Afrald not. His coaching
philosophy is really rather
generic. As Abraham ex-
f plained: “§ coach (both
sports} the same way, resl.
1y. 1 gather kids who want
to win, push them as hard
as they can go, give them~
some discipline ... and
d make them believe.”

Thot's It? There's noth-
ing else to fielding a win-
naing team? *Besides getting
Abrgham the talent, 1 teach them to
play as a team,” Abraham nmwend.

Oh. Well, that clarifies it. Thanka.

Pezhaps we need understand what Ahnbtmn
done before conducting a sesrch for any “eecret
formula.”

OK then. Abraham has never been a losor} Hc

“started Madonna's volleyball program  from -

scratch seven years ago. The Lady Crusaders have
never had a losing scasun, going 282-94; they fin-
ished their "93 campaign in the NAIA Toufna-
ment quarterfinals with a 46-8 season mark,

And before that? Abraham coached volleyball st
Redford Bishop Borgess — his alma mater (class
of *70) — far nine years. The totals: 270-70 record,
runners-up in Clase A in 86, runnets-up in Cléss
B in '88, three Catholic bua‘uu champlonships,
five diatrict titles, three regional crowns.

And [n softball? He coached two years at Bor-
gess, winning the Catholic League mlc in '83, his
fiest year; be's been at Taylor Center since, with a
132-49 record golng into this season. Twice he's
Class A Final Four ('83
and '89); four times he was Tr-River League
coach of the year.

Did we mention coach of the year? Well, here's
something worth noting: Abraham might be the
only NAIA district coach of the year in two sports
in the same year.

‘This year.

He duwnplny- it, of course, Credits his players.
But the paths he’s traveled with bls two Madonna
teams are far different, which serves as & testa-
ment to his coaching ability.

Although his volleyball team was & success,
come tournsment time it seemed to fall frustrat-
ingly a bit short — until Jast season.

The coftball! team came close to extinction.
When Dave Racet abruptly resigned as coach last
year, the program nearly went with him. It wasn't
until Dmmbcr that Abraham was cajoled and fi-
nally convinced by Madonna athletic director Ray
Summers to take over.

Abraham was reluctant: “1 knew we could make
this into & good team, but 1 was worrled about
coaching two college spo

Unlike his wllvybull mm which had to be con-

(rom the ground '{. 'the softball team had
a nucleus to build sround. But how would they
react to s new coach, particularly when the former
coach [aft so sbruptly?

There were fow recruits, and no fall sexson to
fron lhlap out. Practice didn't begin until four
weeks prior to the apener.

Despito all the odds nuhd agatost them, the

succeedod, won the regular-scs-

pllyuﬂ then beat Shawnas State in du Bi-Dis-
to sdvance to the same gosl — the NAIA
Tmmwt—itlmillnwluyhdllummn R

(o reach.

"nldar. off the bat, thny worked hard,” eald
Abraham of his troops, “They were hungry. They
hl(udmrymlnzlmuyln;nqkmlhnd
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Marhns become 3-time champs

Farmington Hills Mercy will continue its reign in
Catholic Lengue girls golf for another year after
winning its third consecutive title. The Marling
also ended the week with two more dual-meet
wins to push thelr record to 13-0.
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ft was much closer this time
around, but Farmington Hills Mercy
{x still Catholic League champion in
girls golf.

‘The Marlins have won every tour-
nament since it started, making it
three strafght Wednesday with a one-
stroke victory over Livonia Lady-
wood.

Mercy finished with o 198 team
score at Tanglewood Golf Course In
South Lyon, the Blazers 199, Bir-
mingham Marian 229 and Waterford
Qur Lady of tho Lakes 252,

“That was the best Ladywood has
played all year, and that was the time
to do it," Mercy coach Vicky Kowal-
ski xaid. *1 congratulated the Lady-
wood players and told them, il they
shoot like that at the regional, they'll

Erin LaCosso han been a )

qualily for state.”

With five of the six playing groups
in the clubhouse, Kowalski thought
the Mardine had just about wrepped
up aenother championship with o
three-stroke lead.

But then Ladywootl's sixth player,
Diane Johnston, reported with o 62
and put the lssue on hold untll the
final tabulations were complete.

“1t was touch and go all the way,”
Kowalski sald. “As each group was
t.-loming in, it was very close with La-
d

"Al'l:r five mupu, 1 figured it was
pretty safe, but then my heart
drupped. [ thought ‘We’re not going to
win.' [ hadn't reallzed it was only a
two-stroke difference; I wasn't wure
how all the scores were going to put
together.

“But it made for an exciting cham-
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plonahlp. The first two years we pret-
ty much ran away with it."

Mercy junior Sommer Woods,
claimed medalist honors after win-
ning a playoff on the second hole with
Ladywowi's Laura Kowalski. Both
finlshed at 47 for nine holea,

Woods was the third straight Mer.
cy player to win the medalist title.
Dana DeShaw was the winner Inst
year and Kristyn Schulkins in 1892,

What also was impressive about
the Mercy victory was the Marlins
winning without thelr best player,
Amy Schulkina, figuring in the team
#core,

She shot 52 and tied for ninth
place, Tina Madej placed fifth (60},
Sarn Horgan sixth (50) and Karen
Porter seventh (51).

"1 thlnk Sommer plays well undee
pressure,” Kowalski sald. “We have
two real good golfers (Schulkina and
Woods), and Tina Madej end Karen
Porter have come on real strong this
year. Both have dropped thres strokes
off thelr average ncores, from 58 to
53."

Ladyweod's Sarah Andersen shot
49 (third), Bianca Cerronl 61 (eighth)
and Johnstdn 62. The Marinn scores:
Molly Syron 50 (fourth), Christine
Slifko 65, Michelle Viegns and Emlly
Kuczynuki 62.

The_Marlins won thelr 13th dual
mect Friday without a loss, 223-225
over Plymouth Selem at Broe Bum
Golf Couse, That followed a 253-268
defeat of Dearborn Thursday at Wal-
nut Creek Country Club,

Kowalski gave some of her other
golfers a chance to compete
dsys, and Mercy still had no trouble
winning.

Schulkine shot 63 Friday, Gina
Mazzoni 54, Erin Moug 55 and Mau-
reen McDonald 61, Schulking also led
the way ngoinst Dearborn with a 52;
Horgan had 63, McDonald G7 and
Maureen Sirhal 71,

“We have depth and that's where
we're coming out ahead of other
teams,” Kowalski sald, “We have sev.
en kids capable of shooting 55 or be-
tow, and you just don't find that too
much,”

Slide to
safety: Ste-
venson's
Marie Wil-
son was safe
Friday when
the ball
bounded
away from
second base-
man Amy
Finkel. The
Raiders won
the gante,
however.

pltcher for the Farmington Harrison
softbal) team, and Friday she was at
her very best.

LaCosse¢ threw o no-hitter and
struck out 16 as the host Hawks
blanked defending Western Lakes
Activities Association champlon
Plymouth Canton 3.0, LaCosse
walked three.

“She really belleves she's a very
goad pitcher now and can take com-
mand of the game,” Harrison coach
Mike Teachman said.

“She believes in hersell, and the
catchers are doing a great job of
catching her. You can’t throw the
drop pitch if nobody can cateh it.

“Even if she goes 3-0 on a batter,
she belicves she can come back and
get them. She's a much smarter
pitcher than she was & month ago and
more confident. And it helps to have
a team playing well behind you.”

Amanda Ault had two of Harrison's
four hits, including a double, and
drove in & run. K-lhy Schnelder
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{triple) and Lori Hubble (RBI) had
the ather hita,

Stephanie “Schwalm, the leadoff
batter, was O-for-1 but walked twice,
stole two bases and scored two runs.

The Hawks are 5-2 in the Western
Divislon and play ot Livonia Church.
ill today for the champlonship, The
Chargers are 6.2 In the division.

Harrison is 12-4 overall and pleas-
antly shead of schedule, according to
Teachman.

“]t's way too early for us,” he said.
“] thought we woulil have a chance to
be 12-4 in our first 16 gamea next
year. | think it shows what a great
group of girls this is.

“They were almost too serfous to-
day, because they're a fun-loving
‘group. But they were really focused.
We 2 having nil 12 players ready
, and 1 think that has really

help«{"
On Wednesday, the Hawks used

3 FOOTBALL

Dln Olbbonl of Pu
hopes he can be as successfu] pli
" defensive tackle‘(or Ohlo State
versity as another Dan.

The Birmingham Brother Rlce sen-
for will get the cliance when he vies

with others to replace Dan “Big Dad-
dy” Wilkinson, who was the No. 1
le:I. In the recent prodraft.

lmmullon inthey'rs not going
10 hirt mo,” Glbbons said, “They

nl-

* think I fght Thave n
- wr;ro‘d’:r:o‘mnﬁ.ymmﬂnmd

Shhb'-

:" ¢

hlm assnof.,”

fensive lineman or were unsure whers
he would play.

th fourth inning to break a 3-3
tie and defeat visiting Livonia Ste-
venson 7-4,

Kristen Koziara pitehed six inn-
ingn, allowed three hits and eamed
the win, Hatrison had eight hita off
loaing pitcher Laura Krol.

Koziara helped her caune with two
hits, three stolen bases and two runs.
Ault had a double and two RBY, and
she scol twice. Schwalm, Jenny
Myslinski and Beeky Macek chipped
in one RBI aplece.

Hubble was the fielding star, ac-
cording to Teachman. Playing center
ficld, she gunned a runnar down at
homea plate to complete a double play
and threw o runner out at first.

W NOATH 185, STEVEXSON 3: Amy Kelmsn
Batted in slx runs and scored three an North
Farmington mencied visiting Livonla Steven.
won in slx [nnlngs Friday.

‘The Ralders are 8-2 in the Lakea Division
and still In contention for the champlonship,
North evened its overall record at 8:9 prior la
tournsment play Satuntay.

Kelman and Becky Thursam, who had

Gibbons gets defensive with Buckeyes

I worked my whols life, hoping to
g0 on to a big-time uhoul. and my
parents are resl proud of me.”

Gibbons was well known in this
state and caught the attention of the
Ohlo Sma eoachu when he played

“The appommhy to play defensive
tackle was the most factor
. tn the decision and the overall Lndl-
tlon of tha school,” he sald. *1 really
liked it when I went down there for
my visit. *
*“I think I have more the mmullty
for defénse. I'm mare svited for de-

fenso than just ulu!nﬂ on the offen- ., the coul
nunn person’

_sive line. 'm o more

offernive
Glbbons, who I'or Perming-
go«malmd before going

"to Rice, lsn't Lt o No.
t. o p‘mm"hh“u' wil , rreunon high achool player in Mll:h~

kinson to the pros just yst.

*“My goal I3 to have a aucoessful
mllm caroer and get an ednuuun.
* he sald. “If the oppartun|
that's my

dream. But I'm m‘a’t stting, -

uumo!myml;.

noted offe tackle from
. Snndu-ky I(I?hlo) Sast fall,

ed my size, my accelers. '

tiun off the ball and my play agalnst
Orlando Pace — one of their big of-
fenslve recruits,” he sald. “He was
rated the No. 1 offensive lineman in

;');c better ol me. | just atuck with
-QGibbons was rated th

gan Tast summer and made evory all-

* stats tesm after a fine senior season

at Rice,
“l had & great four ysars there,” he
sald, T

4

country. X
“I foal T equaled him. I didn’t get
.- the better of him, and he didn't get

LaCosse throws no- hltter for Hawks

three RBI and scored two runs, Ied the 11-hlt
North offense with three hits esch. One of
Kelman's hits was 8 home run.e

Alllson Steln produced two hits and four
runs, and Ellen Berman had her frst vansity
hit = & two-run, pinch-hit triple. She was
thrown out st the plate, trying to stretch it
into s home run, however.

Meaghan Stephan also got her finst varlty
hit and scored thres runs as the courteay
runner for Mackie, the csicher,

Melonle Cheney waa tha winning pitcher,
holding the Spartans {four errors) to five
hite. She walked none and atruck out five.

Laura Krul hit & solo homer for Stevenson,
3.5 and 3-10.

The North-Northville geme was post.
poned Wednesday bocause of rain and will
be played Tuesday st Northville, .

B FARMINGTON 7, FRARKUN 3: The Falconn
started with four runs in the ﬂm Innlng and
wrre shead all the way Wednesday at Livo-
nis Franklin.

‘The hoet Patricts had thels pltchers, Tina
Allen and Becky Jansen, combining for a no-
hitter (walking eight batters and hitting two)
desplie the outcome.




