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STREET BEATS

DIG
— Dig

Just when yuu thought the
L-A. scene had had ita last big
quake, Dig has released an alum
 that packs such a punch that
even the Midwest feels the shake.
~Dig.” theit self-titled album, re.
leased by Wasteland Revonls, is
the follaw-up to their January W3 debut EP,
~Runt,” which scared to the top of the alternative
cullege charts

Like the squishy head cover of their CD jacket,
Dig's latest effors is ane juicy, rich and creamy
preve. The quintet, whose average age is 24.5, has
an unusual three-guitar (Scott Hackwith, Jon
Mourris, Johnny Comwell) approach that creates a
dense but mowdy atmosphere for the listener. It
would seerm that having producer Dave Jerden
1Alice in Chainy, Jane's Addiction) vn board en-
sured a sucvesaful full length effort.

Not quite as angular thythmically as Jane's Ad-
diction. two-year-okl Dig relies on more of a choral
mode. Smouthing syntax of verhal catchiness are
their forte.

Tracks., such as “Believe” and “1'l] Stay High,”
that cunfront the challenges of adulthuod best ex-
emplify their sound. In fact, this enables the band
1o be more acvessible than some of its predeces-
.

Track vne reuires parental discretion where
one song evolied from a humorous stary about
singer guitarist Hackwith's girlfriend complaining
that ke never wrute s song about her. Well, she got
her wich “layla™ it ain’t, but intense and honest
itis

As awhole, Dig's latest is a worthy effort. Com.
plete with samples of beer-cap tosses and chil-
dren’s laughter, Dig brings you into an intimate
lining rvom party.

[ guess you eould say that Dig doean't sacrifice
sung structure for momentary melodrama. Their
spontaneous explosions within theit songs are
akin to high-speed chases where vars crash and
magically regenerate.

1f & receptive ear in related to one's perception.
then one things for certain, you either dig Dig or
you don’t.

= Mark Killian Simich

“Trace”
—Died Pretty

Less than 10 years after the
group's inception in 1983, the
Australian quintet Died Pretty
very nearly saw ita name become
» self-fulfilling prophecy.

International touring and criti-
cal acclaim throughout the mid-
late ?A)u brought the band to lhz lmnk of mass

only to have di bl in
1931 all but pull the plugon its populxmly But
Died Pretty persevered, signing with Columbin
Records and releasing its latest effort, “Trace,” in
1293,

“Trace™ is » collection of power-pop and brood-
ing ballsds that brings to mind a melancholy
Rhythm Corps with more personal concerne than
political opinions. le pwp is umb[r of social

3 d dinthe
song ”!‘he anm"and |he ethereal "Dmm.nuy.
piano remini-

scent of &me'l “Alladin Sane.”

“Trace™ suffers a bit of repetition. Some of the
songs sre o0 similar as to be nearly indistinguish-
able, and ~Til We Get It Right” is practically one
continuous chorus.

Seandouts on the disk include the aforemen-
tioned “The Rivers™ and “Dreamawsy” as well ns
a mature ballad called ~A State of Graceful
Mourning”

Died Pretty is good at what it secks to do, end
“Trace™ In a weil produced and artanged disk. The
question is: Will this sound be as marketable in
the Y0a as it was in the ‘BOs niow that rock is look-
ing forward to the post- Grunge Ape?

— Matthew Delezenne

“Callfomla Dreaming”
— various artists

funky to 8 more
mlaudmmuwldﬂmm
tracks not normally mentiened on conven!

whers dreams seem
mlky,hﬂﬁhdmvhhnmdmwlm-

But who cares.
“Deveming” il tolt a4 o documntation of

aptly describe the band Urhnn
Voodoa Juice, “Prolific’’ de-
scribes John R. Sclenis and
M.E. Jonson, the driving force
behind the group, who write
such diverse songs that they
had to start two other bands.

By CHSTINA Froco

Srars Wrmes

; Usban Voodoo
Juice has been
placed in 8 myriad

“blues,” “rhythm
i and blues™ as well
a3 “"alternative.”
‘To members of the band that's not

just another bmd with a “pretty
woman singet.”

“We'te nut about pretty music

. o1 the cute giel thing,"” said vo-
valist MLE. Jonaon, who shaved her
head and died her hair blonde in re-
taliation to those camments. “We
really don’t want to write musiv that
suggests any inherent gender weak.
ness in that there's a lot of rules for
wumen in the music industry of
which 1 unt adhere to any,” she
added.

“Conventianal isn't a word that
can easily be equated with Urban
Voodoo Juice. Instesd, Jannon and
guitarist John R. Sclenis desceibe
the band as having a “schizophren-
if" per-(m-liky.

I think we're schizaphrenic. . .
we have some senuu‘ mental insta-
bilities {musi ), .hmmn xaid.

During their™ :lumed in" shows
Urban Vooduo Juice is loud and in
your face. Acoustic shows show the
bluesier, more roots rock side of thy
band.

“1It feeds and fosters o mote ag-

petience acoustically,” she said
ahout her electric sets.

“It is & dual personality type of
thing. However, what makes our
acoustic show really important is it
has alot of energy. [t°s really differ.
ent than your typical acoustic show
with two folkies with an acoustic
Kui‘ﬂ!.”

The array of influences that the
four members being into Urban Veo-
doo Juice, which was o multi-award
winner at the 1993 Detroit Muxic

& “In your (ace" and “bluesy” |

ofg-.-mu including |

as disturbing as being written off as |

gressive energy that [ don’t get toex- |

Dlversn;y key to duo’s success

“Inyour face': Urban Voodoo Juice is the main project for John R. Selenis and M.E.
" Jonson, at far right. However, the diversity of their writing has

bands — Applebutter Music and Rootbox. Urban Voodoo Juice is rounded out by bassist
- Paul Randolph and drummer Mike Racette.

Awanls, is attributed, in part, to

their personality disuzder, Jonson’s |
* of vur addiction to music, . . .

experience is with vountry, gospl
anit bluegrass swing bands. Bussist
Paul Randolphis an established
jazz musician who has played with
Jush White Jr., Robert Penn and
Parliument- Funkadelic. Drumener

i

* yuu ean save picees of it,”

Mike Racette performed within the

Laos Angeles jazz circuit. A veteran
of trash metal hands, soft-spoken
Kuitarist Selenis also pcrlurmnl
with the Afro-Munsic Society. The
stint with the society proved to be
educational in its own right.

It was o ceal exe-openee aflter
doing same uf those prison shaws, It
really gave me (a lesson ind cultural
awareness. . . . We saw people real.
fv starving for munie.”

A conatant in the band is Junson
und Selenis’ dedication to writing
lyrics that mean something and are

ihle to most
classes. For cxample, in the drum-
heavy “l’tnccnmkr', Jonson tac-
kles yehan violence. 1 don’t believe
in violence. [ won't live my life in
fenr. I'm guing to dic young in the
coreidor, stranded way down here.

“People like to hear songs that at

heant make a0 sttempt to say gome-
thing,” Jonsun explained. “(1t's part

People are always trying to save the
world. You can't save the world, but
she said.

Sometimes the songs that the duo
write don’t it in with the format of
Urban Voodoo Juice, however, With
that in mind, the due, who pen and
debut their songs under the name
Applebutter Music, started an off-
shoot of Urhan Voudoo Juice called
Ruothux,

“Alatof it is that M.E. does so
much writing and some of it doenn’t
fit in with UVJ."” Selenls said.

“We debut all our material (aa)
Applebutter Music bel':m- it goes to
any band. A lot uf
chucked that wa:
with n laugh, “That's our best tool
though.”

After it receives the stamp of ap-
proval from the audience, the due
decides if it would fit best with
Rootbosx, Urhan Voodoo Juice or
with the acoustic Applebutters Mu.
e,
While Urhan Vuodoo Juice is
rock-inspired funk, Jonson dubs the

NI AN

awned tiwo off-shoot i

four-week-old Rootbox “chicken-
friedd funk” because it hox elements
of trulitional country mixed in with
funk. tIn this band, Selenis plays
guitar anud singx vocals, while don-
son tnkes on a thythm guitar and
vocal dutien, The line-up is rounded
out with drummer Matt Stahl, har
monica player Eugene Clark, per-
cussionist Saul Moore, and former
Asian Love Pimp member Paul
Lamb an basx.} § o

“Roothox is a little more song-ori-
ented. (s fun and funkier,” Sefenin
o,

“It's » much simpler thing. 1t's
casivr for geople to fee) into it It's
great songs with really strong melo-
dies, 1t's o more song-oriented
project. You actually hear the songs
and the wardn, ™ Janson sald.

Rootbox performa with Tearjerk,
the Jolly Ranchers and lJl'eyt[c on
Thursday, May 19, at Alvin's, 5756
Cans Ave., Detruit, during a benefit
for the Weyne State Unicernity stu- 23
dent chapter of Amnesty Interna-
tional. Call (313) 832-2355 or (313)
572-3453 for more information.

IN CONCERY

Items should be submitted two weeks
in advance to: Chrixtina Fuoco, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, Mi 48150. or by
fax at (313) 591-7279.

Monday, May 16

THE WALLIRS

With Zulu Spear ot The Majestec, 4140 Wood-
ward dve. Detrost_ {reggde)

{313)963.7680

Tuesday, May 17

SROTIIRS GEM

BN Plr. 206-208 5. Fst St., A Artor. {0)-
um Pl v

CLIFY KBERNARDT

The Ak, 637V5 5. Mawn St.. A Abor. (5cous-

[

1313} 763-8587

Wednesday, May 18

SLOWDYE

Wih the Dwteaters at iouslry, 15 S, Sepnaw,
Pontisc. (etherenl pop)

(810) 3341999

DOWNIR'S CROVE

Suxa Lounge. G921 Weyna Rosd, Westtand.
rock)

1313) 729.2540

QWM A CRARLES SCALES
Gendy Dancav, 401 Depot St.. A Arbor,
3)759-0592

SW 5¢., Portiac., (bkses)
?n%v;h:w 7401 g

witn Log. Dynemutt and lead inpury 8t Avn'

s

5798 Caas, Detrot.

1313)832.235%

THE WiLD SaiXP RIOERS

Lasapcine Yacht CAD, 37004 Am Abor
{r00RS 10KH)

Hoad, Livonia.
(31315011868

19

QDERAL CLUSTERPLE

Wzh Grey Hovers &t Oni's G, 40 N, Sag-

navw. PonUiac. rock)

@10y 334-51: )

LUCT BLUK TRERBLAY .

gmumumwmm.w

nlanmr .

mmrm Rarchers end B
”n ”r"‘mwm

Thurs

DAXIZL STEPIEIN NATIETT
Espressa Thyset!, 2454 Orchard Lake Road,
. {acoustc)

mgm'ua:
wart
with

TRASH

ALars Vdlentme at The Rz, 17580 Fra-
ho, Rosevile. {rock)

(210} 778.6404

orscrLme

WOV Lurw o1 30, 1818 N. Man St.. Aoy
(810} 589-3344

Dlacate, 18 1%, Sagni St Pontac.

18103 333-CAFE ‘

g
é
i

. l!lJI 23

Groovy: In-.
fectious
Grooves,
which fea-
tures Suicid-
al Tenden-
cies vocalist
Michael
Muir and
bassist Rob-
ert Trujillo,
plays Rose-
ville's The
Ritz on Fri-
day, May 20.
Call (810)
778-6404.

COPILAND
The 1, 4140 Woodward Ave., Detroit.
(3131 mao

Wolsh's on the Boroer, JOI 16 W, Warmen, De-
1o Dhues)

(3134416190

DisCIPLIE

3-0, 1815 N. Mawn 5L, Roysl Oak.

(810) 5893344

s«mmmmumm
8. rms« Am
(313 9965555
FORMOSA POP
wth The and the Mutes s Gnff's
Grsi, 49 N. 89y Pontiec.

(810)334-34,

mm.eam& Masn SL., Ann Ardor,
1313) 763858

unomwu
., 31410 Ford Rosd, Garden City.
m3 7373

Dicxs, MBZMM Dearom.
(el Mlm

KT JAANES A0 TR FLAMETHROWERS
- Wyandotts,

THE ALLIGATORS
Stan't Dugout, 3350 Aubum Road, Aubum

Hus. (blues)
(810) 8526433

EARTHFEST BIXLFIT .
Aron's. 5756 Cass, Detont. e
1313)832.2355 .
CHISEL BROS. WITH THORNETIA DAVIS .-
Q Cud, 29 S, Sagnaw, Pontx. mymmma .
bhues .
(810) 334.7401

INFECTIOUS GROOVL

with sw-.mme at thc Rz, 17580 Frazma,

Rosevdio.
(8157 755 408 -

Sy

GOOHEADSILO

with Tmzn ma Im Dumps of Finney's M
396 . Detro. {aftematrve
(Jlalmtmru ]
JOHNNY COPTLAND Ve
The Marestc, 4140 Woodward Ave , Detrod.. .. !
(313} 9637680 ©

Saturdtay, Moy 21 -

BEIRMUOA MOHAWK
with Robb memmmmmglm‘
nilﬂ. mm Woodward Ave., Femdale. (alter-.

(3!01544 JOJO R

SLACK MALY
a-mn;mms Frest SL., Ann Ao, ok
(313) 996.8555

THE OSN3 -
With The ZaTies at Gniff's Gnd, 40 N. Sagmaw, . |
(810} 334-5150

CRERTL WHEILIR H
'NIIK.GJTVJS Man S, Ann Arbor, (m v

ma: 7msar :
Boeanesty. 31410 Fout fosd, Garden I'.lty.
m.w:s-nr:

Mov; ch’sl. $452 Schaefor Road, Deardom. =

1313) 581-3650

it ogr e % 166 ancotte, {biues)

%oﬂ 1t
lﬂ?ﬂ&ﬂm‘. W ¢ !

RARMOMICA BHAN AND BOADY EAST

House, 2400 Grand River, Detroit.

313)838-3440 '

CHISTL BRG. WITH EHORNETTA DAVIS .
Cx0, 28 5, Bogniw, Pont
10) 334.7401 . puves)
Bes IR CONCINT, .




