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What'’s it come to?
Phones ringing and no photos

Paging Richand Dadey . has anyone
seen Richand Daddes, Democrutie candudute for
the 3Tth State House svat? If anyone should
Aappen to runinto Me. Daddes, please ask him
Ais ertstence and wtntentions with

Now 'hr uxll ).prul'x Dertehanan, the
Libersurian Party's lone Rope sn the race for
wse shote Bimaelf, Where is

that Yeprum?
Where the heck 1s Salis Osann ¢ We're talk-
1y abous Sally Osann, the Farmingion Hills
d Like to unseat sheumbent tand
e Datwd Moftittan the
~an the 1St District Oakland

Farmunytor §, .' '
the Derwcrat who says he'd Like to knock
Republican Donr Wodf oT hes throne in the 19th
Counsy Cormusian District? If there i, someone
should inforrt Arerstech s tnfurmation service.

o you wunt to run for public office . . .
s guzzle at the public trough . . . graze

in the prople’s pasture. Well, fine. But
first, let’s have o lovk at yuu.

Sounds simple enough. John ror Janer Q.
Citizen is running for office in the August pri-
mary tor the November general election if
there's no primary opposition), perhups
agapst some entrenched incumbent.

You'd think old John rar Janer Q. would be
beating down the doors to the locul newspaper
office 10 grt some positive coverage. You'd
think these would-be pols would show up with
a fistful of phatos, a neatly printed biography
and a smooth line of talk on the issues.

Yeah, you'd think,

But it never seems to happen that way, not in

this election, not in any election, really. So many
of these candidates - challengers like the guys

ard gul mentioned at the top of this missive - in-
sist on playing llde-and-seck come: election time.

Why is it that every filing deadline we find
ourselves pluying “Mr. Keene, Tracer of Lost
Persons™

Of course, we don't expect the hopefuls to
come to us. We're happy to go to them. But we
do wish some of them would be a bit more . .

. available. We would have appreciated some
personal infarmation after filing deadline.
Later, we'd like a piece of their time for an in-
terview and a photograph.

We'd like to talk about the issues and why
they're running . . . sort of get to know them
and where they're coming from - even il
they'll probably end up as the Democratic sac-
rificin! lamb or some Republican also-ran.

And then wel do our best to trunsmit this
information to the readers. That's how the
process is supposed to work.

But, try as we might, we're always thwart.
ed to some extent by unlisted phone numbers
tor no listing at all), answering machines and
telephones that ring and ring. Imogine, u
politician who lets the hame phone ring, no
machine, no nothing.

That call might be somebody wanting to add
o few bucks to the old war chest. Or muybe dis-
tribute literature door to door, Or just fire off o
few opinions about the iasues of the day.

Gaosh, what's electioneering come to? We
just can’t conceive of politicians without at
least a dozen good shots of themselves. If they
were smart, they'd go around giving them out
to anybody who'd take one. When those pic-
tures were gone, they'd get some mare printed.

Oh well, the primary is 2% months away.
Maybe theyll learn,

This ‘rescue’ depends on you

Commission chairman Jim Murray wrote

the following about sewage being dumped
into the Rouge River:

ding money on eliminating polluted

dlschnrses is not going to gain public support
if the river remains unsightly and full of log
jams, supermarket baskets, car batteries and
car bodies.”

Murray, now Wayne County’s environment
department director, was right. Less than a
year alter he made that statement, u group
called Friends of the Rouge was formed and
began annual eleanups that have increased in
scope every year.

Tremendous progress has been made. In
1986 “even the carp were dying” said Jim
Graham, the executive director of Friends of
the Rouge. “It used to be almost o cliche that
_you'd find a car somewhere.”

Now there are at least 20 different kinds of
fish in the Rouge and volunteern are removing
less debris every year. Last year they took out
1,000 cubic yr.rda less rubbish than they did in
1992 They haven't found a car in two years.

‘That's not to say, however, that the job be-
gun eight years ago is over. Rouge Rescue or-
ganizers have added three cleanup sites this
year, bringing the total to 28. And efforta have
ex;nndcd to include hzuw(ure neglected as-

I n 1985 Michigan Water Resources

the public schools, begun in 1987 with 16 high

schools, has grown to include 66 schools from

elementaries to high schools. Scienee and biolo-

g teachers are encouraged to use the Rouge to
" textbooks and lat e

An adopt-a-stream project called “Rouge
RiverWatch™ begins this year. The Friends of
the Rouge is signing up groups who wish to
“adopt” segments of the river. These groups
will conduct quarterly litter cleanups and sur-
veys to apot potentinl problema.

However, truly cicansing the Rouge tokes a
lot longer than eight years. In 1985 there were
180 combined sewer output pipes emptying
raw sewnge into the Rouge and its tributaries
in the 467-square-mile basin. Today there are
168 CSO pipes.

This is the pollution Jim Murray referred to
in 1985. And finally, something is being done
about it.

‘The federal government has chosen the
Rouge basin for on experimental “Wet
Weather Demonstration Project™ whereby a
river is cleansed by applying the cleanup ef-
fort to the entire ecosystem surrounding it.
Part of the project will drastically reduce the
amount of sewage pouring into the Rouge.

Jim Murray was right. This 20-year, $1-bil-
lion cleanup project would not have been pos-
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LETTERS

They were there for us
T o the people of Farmington Hills:

My husband, Sgt. Bertis Cook, passed away
recently after a four-month fight with cancer.
The purpose of this letter is to let the people
of Farmington Hills know of the high caliber
of men and women who serve us in the
Furmington Hills Police Department, our
Farmington Hills city officinls and other city
personnel.

The police department and city personnel
supported Bert, our family and me through

and one-parent homes. Dedicated teachers
like my wife are parenta, teachers and coun-
selors for the kids,

Now that the teachers union has virtually
no power, the bonrd of education can and will
do the following: cut tencher salaries in half,
remove alt medicnl benefits, implement 12-
hour wark daya and put 100 students in each
classroom.

We can thank Gov. Engler for this outra-
geous condition. He has no feeling, empathy,
sympathy, compassion or underatanding for
any human being. Hia final solution will be to
close the schoals altogether. Look what hap-
pened to Lals Clinic.

Bert's illness and death with assistance, lave
and compnssion.

There was, and still is, an outpouring of
help with everydny needs, emotional support,
including many visita and phone calls. So
many did so much, I can’t begin to mention
each wonderful person.

1 want to express my thanks to Chief Bill
Dwyer for his sincerity in handling this situa-
tion with true compassion, kindness and em-
pathy.

We can be proud to live in this city knowing
these fine men nnd women are there for us.

With sincere gratitude to the men and
women of the Farmington Hills Police
Department, city officials and other city per-
sonnel.

Donna, Lindsey and Bryan Cook
Farmington Hills

They’re anti-teacher
his ia in response to Lawrence Niblett's
letter in your paper May 9: “Now what,
teachers?”

He is correct in saying that teachers must
now accept a return o the status of 50 years
ago. To enlightened individuals thia means re-
turning to a yearly salary of $7,000 or less,
Could Niblett get nlong on such a paverty-
salary? And a reduction or eliminatfon of all

S:ble had not the low-tech, no-pay, strong-back

pects of river are
needed to stencil storm dmxns to warn agoinst
dumping toxic stuff in the river, to build nest-
ing boxes for birds and ducks, and to plant
trees along the riverbank.

A Friends of the Rouge education program in

ded it. Popular support made it
pou\ble. Popular support will sustain jt.

So get out there on Saturdny, June 4, and
help Graham and Co. rub the dirt ofV this
beautiful natura! asset. Call Priends of the
Rouge at 9614050 Lo volunteer.

dical benefits (the only thing left in the
teaching profession today),

My wife tenches in Detroit. She has 35 chil.
dren in clans. Her weekends are spent in do-
ing homework, marking report cards, cailing
parents, preparing bulletin boards and
posters and preparing for future (daily)
lessons.

She also spends money out of her own
salary for school supplics, so that the children
will have the proper materials with which to
learn and be inapired.

In order to teach today, one must use disci-
pline and keep the kids interested in progress-
ing nnd learning. It’s very dilTicult to give

_ individual attention to ench child and this is

what they all need when there are 35 or more
kids in class,
Mnny children come from broken homes

I put Engler and Niblett in the same cate-
gory. Oh, I forgot to sny that the board of
Edueation will also cut out the one pencil and
one pad that they allow for each pupil per
year,

1 alse believe our priorities are wrung in nl-
lowing sporta figures to carn vutrageous
solarica, while we begrudge teachers n decent
living. After all, tenchers shape children’s
lives. But this is anather letter.

Leon L. 8choichit, Farmington Hilla

He's thinking

number of years ago, a Mr. Cedric
nms wrote a column for the

Mi lis Star called Thought
While Shaving. My column would be called,
Thoughts While Mowing My Lawn,

My heart goea out to Dr. Alan Breden
{*Suit: Dentist negligent™ . . . isit any won-
der why there is o proliferation of bad jokes
about attorneya?., . . the nttorney saya he is
only protecting his clicnt, Ashley Ponke, the
doughter of Jockio Ponke . . . I gueas 1 might
believe that, if the attorney promised to work
for no fee, but somehow I can't see that hap-
pening . . , the uncle says that there is noth-
ing personal nbout the suit, they are just
suing his inaurance company, uh huh. . .
wonder why they don't sue the parents of
Rnymond Ponke for raising such a person ., . .
better yet, they could have sued the manufac.
turer of the hammer because it wasn't proper-
iy labeled as a lethal weapon.

Anyone who is physically able should mow
their own lawn - the benefits are many. No
one will disturb your thoughts becausa the
mower is too loud. It is good aerabic exercise.
Like the old Chinese proverb: “Man who chop
his own wood is twice warmed.”

There is great aatisfaction in secing the re-
sult - it is immediate, You got to resalve all
the worlds problems because you are mayor,
governor, president and king of all you survey
- 011 80 by 100 feet of it

As o result, you can disposs of idiotic law
suits with one pass of the mower, I hope one
of our good judges will give this case the prop-
er burial it desorves.

James E, Poguo, Farmington
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