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Leaming
how:
Wendy
Zeidman
of Farm-
ington
Hills tries
o few stepy
with a
friend, Sue
Allison,
also of
Farming-
ton Hills.

(F)3A:

Private developer
makes arena pitch

By BILL COUTANT
BTAY WRITER

The Farmington Hills City
Council put the finishing touches
on language for the Aug. 2 ballot
proposal for a new ice arena only
to have another last-minute alter-
native pitched at it

Council unanimously ndopted
the proposal In time to go on the
Aug. 2 primary ballot. But it
seemed as though nothing coutd
be simple for the planned $6 mil-
lion project.

No sooner had parks and recre-
ation commissioners studied and
then rejected the idea of going for
an carly renewal of the parks and
rec millage to cover any possible
shortfall for the arena ay well as
pay for & new swimming pool and
other programs than a private de-
veloper pitched a plan to build
the arena os o privately run en-
terprise.

“There has been too smuch ef-
fort and too meny people involved
to get to this paint,” said Council-
man Aldo Vagnozzi.

Mayor Larry Lichtman, who
chaired the special committee
that studied the arena, xaid the

@ ‘There has been too much effort and too
many people involved to get to this point.’

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi

timing of the proposal by Asmar
Devel, Corp. of Farmi

«Hills was poor.

Lichtman said he has been in
contact with Asmar and two other
private companies for the past
two yesra about bullding and op-
eroting on ice arena in the city.
But untll Aamar's proposed four-
surface facility, there had been
little serious intereat by private
partles In the undertaking.

“The timing is somewhat un-
fortunate in that we have to take
action by Monday’s meeting if we
}uanl to get & proposal on the bal.
ot.”

Robert Asmar, presldent of the
company, said his firm had been
looking into building an ice arena
in the Farmington Hills/Novi
area for the past four years, and
would go on with the project even
if the city planned to build its
own arena.

“We have investors lined up,”

Asmar said.

Councilman Terry Sever asked
that a three-member committee
from the council meet with Asmar
to discuss a private venture.
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Sever, Lichtman and Councilman

Jon Grant along with City Mana-
ger Bill Costick will meet with the
developer this week. .

“I think that six months ago,
all of the council members in-
volved would have prefesred to
have this done privately,” Sever
waid. *1 think we have an obliga-
tion to pursue alternatives.”

Sever sald, ane city attomey
John Donohue confirmed, that
even if voters OK a ballot propos-
al authorizing the sale of bonds to
build the arena, it does not obli-
gote the council to take that
course, A better, private plan that
came along “in June or July”
would still be an option, he said.
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Getting with programs

By BiLL COUTANT
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Hard times and an uncertain
role have left the Farmington
Community Center with an un-
settled future,

The center, housed in the
histaric  Longacre house on
Farmington Road in Farming-
tan Hills, has had trouble fill-
ing programes and keeping oflont
s finoncially in recent years.

Former Hills  Mayor Ben
Marks has taken over as inter-
im dircctor for $1 a year afler
the board cut the $32,000-salary
pasition of former director Ro-
walie DiGregotio,

But with the purchase of the
Mercy Center, renamed to
Farmington Hilla  Activitien
Center, on 11 Mile, the center
har found even fewer takers for
ita programs. That, says Marks,
will change once the ceater
beard inea its minsion

then, many of the programs the
center used to have are either
duplicates of others or were run
during times that were incon.
venient to most people. In addi.
tion, the huilding, which dates
hack to 1869 with a mnjor addi-
tion in 1915, has needed exten-
sive work,

When be was mayor in 1987,
Mnrks was able to leverag
ahout $200,000 for physical im-
provements.  And  the center
received $4,000 from F & M re-
cently. But even though he is
upbeat, Marks admits the cen-
ter will have to do better at de-
signing programs that no one
elxe has.

Small retreats for 20-30 peo-
ple, Lallet and tap dance, voice
lexsons, chens classes and wed-
dding receptions arc all uses that
it the center and have been
succeasful, Morks said. But

< “Twenty five years ago there
wan no {city) department of ree-
fention, no senior services cen-
ter and no YMCA,” Marka saids
“This tcenter) was ane of the
great festures of the township.”

. But that wan 1968. Since

- Thursdays you'lt find them
quietly warking awny in an up-
wtairs roum ot the Farmington
Communily Center, tuming
material and thread into chit-
dren’s clothing.

* The Mary Stoll Sewing Guild
Has been meeting for 25 years.

1 “We're sewing for people who

mont }! are offered dur-
ing the day, which limits atten-
dance,

“We have to look at affering
more in the 7.9 pam. atot,” he
»aid,

Already, some of Marks® el
forts have paid off. A computer

renlly need it,” said guild mem.
I‘x;-ll-ll(ny Towner of Farmington
His.

The cloth is donnted, but the
guild members buy needles,
thread and sewing notiona out
of their own pockets, The re-
sulls can e amazing.

Center’s role examined

gront from [BM along with the
addition of a part-time book-
keeper hove helped ond the cen-
ter is now caught up with its
hillk. But how well the center
negotiates during the coming
months could be crucial.

“We're looking for the whole
community to rally sround it,”
said center boand member and
Hills city councilwoman Joanne
Smith. “We want it to be viable
for the tong term.”

The center board will mect in
June to take stock and examine
changes in the center's opera-
tion.

“We have some big con-
cerny,” xaid board member and
Farmington Mayor Arnold
Campbell. “We need Lo deter-
mine where the center is fulfill-
ing a need. The hardest part
will be developing a new role.”

Campbell and Smith sald
that would be ckpecisily tough
beepuse the center is competing
with a lot of other institutions
that fill the same rote.

“Ben s «loing o fontastic
jub,” Smith said. “But we have
to have a plan for the fong
term.”

Guild works sew needy kids have clothes

An autfit that would cont
$60-$70 in n store, is complete,
with better quality than many
you would see at even higher
prices,

The clothes aren’t for snle
though, They're given to the
needy,

1 Stepping
¢ out: The
+ Communi-
. tyCenter
is where
dance in-
structor
Elaine
Kallio
:teaches be-
t ginning
. line danc-
e ing.

Here’s wording of ballot proposal

The ballat proposal for con-
structing an ice arena will appear
on the Aug. 2 primary ballot.

borrow a sum not to exceed Six
Million Dollars ($6,000,000) and
issue its general obligation limit-
etd tax honds, within the City

oping the site for a new multi-
purposefice arena to be located at
Founders Sparts Park.

SHOULD THIS PROPOSAL

The ballot question is: Charter tax limit, in one or more BE ADOPTED?
“Shall the City of Farmington series for the purpose of erecting, YES
Hills, Oa'siand County, Michi irhi quipping and devel- NO.”

Retail projects in store for planners

Twao large retail projects are on
the egenda for a public hearing at
7:30 p.m, todsy, Thursdsy, May
19, at a meeting of the Farming.
ton Hills Planning Commissinn
in the City Council chamber.

One is to consider rezoning
12181 acres of property on the
north ide of Northwestern Righ-
war, 28t of Orchard Lake Roadl.
e - '[ome Depot atare. The other

pmablic hearing is to consider rv-
sming 60.4 acres on the south
~itle o Northwestern Highway,
cust of Orchord Lake Road, for a
Kmart store.

The only tln'hg as
leasant as buymg a

aturn is leasing one.

We hope you've heard
how unstressful we try to
make it for you when you
visit a Saturn showroom.
(Because who needs more
stress, right?) Anyway, we
take the same approach to
leasing as we do to every-
thing else. So if leasing a
Saturn is better for you
than buying one (and we
'a can help you figure
o that out), then great.
The only important thing
is to find out how pleasant

" driving a Saturn canbe  LFFRARERIT
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SATURN qf ANN ARBOR SATURN qf FARMINGTON HILLS
$00 Automall Drive 24730 Haggerty Road
313.769-3991 313473-7220
SATURN of PLYMOUTH SATURN ¢f SOUTHFIELD
9301 Massey Dr., 1275 & . 29929 Telegrapb Road
Ann Arbor Rd. 313.769-3991 313-354-6001
SATURN qf TROY of WARREN
1804 Maplelawn, Troy Motor Mall 7830 Convention Bive., 132 & Van Dyke
' 3136434350 313-979-2000
A DirrenanNT KIND of Comrany. A Dirrerent KiND of Car.
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SATURN of NORTH
8400 Lixie Huy. at 175, extt 93
313-620-8800
SATURN of SOUTHGATE
16600 Fort Street
313-246-3300

SATURN qf W

O Sators Corporaten.

SRR RN R



