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Comody's ‘goddess: Judy Tenuta
Judyism lands
at MainStreet

By Bob BADLER
BrPECIAL Wamzs

She’s a bolling cauldron of sexuality and wacki-
ness. She describes herself as & “multimedia
bondage goddess” and b the country in
aearch of worship,

The religion? It's called “Judylam.” And it's
contral object of deslre in, of courss, Judy Tenuta,

Armed with her religlous icon of choice, the om-
nipresent accordion, Tenuta pitches the revival
tent in Ann Arbor this week. When Interviewed
last week, she was just getting re-rA!y !‘A_, board &

Music just for a holiday weekend

® Memorial Day week may
mean barbecuing, suntanning
and -~ for some —

work. However, the hollday .
also brings an onslaught of
locally and nationally recog-
nized music acts to Detroit.
Here's a look at four of them.

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
BTAFY Warea
The mont striking
thing about the band

Live's first visit to
Detroit was the in-
credibly powerful
voice that came out
of the dimunitive,
frat-boyish singer Ed Kowaleryk.

Don't expect the same when the
band retums to Detroit on Friday,
May 27, Live, whose average age was
19 when they released their dsbut

] STREET BEATS

“Mental Jowelry,” has grown up,
Kaowalczyk now sports a backward
baseball hat over his long locks. Bobs
top off guitarist Chad Taylor and
drummer Chad Gracey. Bassist Pa.
trick Dahlhelmer -— whoso recont ap-
pendectomy delayed the band's tour
— haa gone for tho acruffy look. The
di fc change in looks is a5 welrd

plane to Alaska for in

“I thought it was a joke until now,” Tenuta
said. “That's really nice. I'm the one who has to
deal with it now.”

‘When asked if ahe has a following up there,
Judy laughed incredulously: “Are you serioua?
They're up there with their ‘Eakimo Pics’ maying,
*JUDY? The captain of the Exxon Valdez is hot
for me, too. He's on fire for me, that guy. I can't
stand it anymore.”

Without a doubt, Tenuta is one of the top drawa
in comedy today. Originally, from Oak Park —
Blinois, that ia — Tenuta grew up fighting for at-
tention in a family that included one sister and six
broth After tving her first dion (she
had to cry for it!), Tonuta developed her acting,
improvisational and comedic talents at the Uni-
Eenhy of Illinofs and at Chicago’s famed Second

ity.

Tenuta's original comedy act included her
brother Johnny, but it didn't take a grest deal of
arm twisting to convinee ber to continue solo after
Johnny leR the act.

Since hitting the upper echelons of comedy,
Tenuta has done numerous cable television spe-
cials, won the Best Female Comedian nod at the
American Comody Awards, released an album,
“Buy This, Pigs," and published a book, “The
Power of Judyism.”

‘All of my fans in Detroit should know that I
have & now record coming out,” Tenuta said, “It's
called ‘Attention Butt Pirates and Lesbiterians.'
That should get them all very bot.”

Given that album title, Tenuta's comedic flower
does not wilt in the face of controversy. In this age
of political correctness, she shatters the mold.

“I'm & lot more tolerant of trolls because I real-
Ize they make up most of the universe,” sald
Tenuta when asked how she's changed over the
years. “Let’s face it, everybody should have a har-
ness on and worship me. | hate everything, like
. . » Rossanne. Why is she )iving? We're sick of
heralready.”

Having foned the Mrs,
Amold, Tenuta reflocted on what hor own show
might be like. She [s currently working on o sariea
development project that will be pitched to the
major networks,

to-be-f

See TENUTA, BA

AT THE MIKE

Talk abott your strange bedfollows. . .
Kirkland Teeplo is the owner of the MainStreet
Comedy Showcase in Ann Arbor. He also happens
to be a fine comic performer in his own right and
does his sharing of touring on occasion, However, |
don't aver recal] anything quite like thia, Since
Lows!l Sandershed had to cancel his May 24-28
glg at Mazk Ridloy's Comedy Caatle in Royal Oak,
Kirkland has bee:

& plece of comedic hlstory, call (610) 542.9900 for

ressrvations.

Uncle Joey's back. . . Fresh from the comple-
tlon of another ssason on ABC's “Full House™ and
“America’s Funniest People,” Dave Coulier has
again come home to Detroit. This can only mean
one thing ~ a weeklong gig at tho place where
Dave got hia start. Yes, you can sce Davo at Mark
Ridley's Comoc}{Cuuo May 31-June 4, There's
even apecial children's matinee performances on
Friday and Saturday, Call {810) 542-9900 for res-
srvations,

Could they make all the paid signage In the
amphitbeatrs ?. . . Oope, the colum-
nist bas gotten on his soap box
first shows this yeer at Pine Knob foatures
rock’n’roll magiclana Penn and Teller, These guys
are cool, and the laughs are a bonus. The
show takes place at 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Juns 1.
Tickets are avallable at The Palsce box office, all
TickeMastor outlets or charge by calling (810)
6456808, .

~ Bob Sadler

for the band as it is for its fans.

“1 was watching some of the old vi-
deos on *120 Minutes,’ they played
*Pain Lies on tho Riverside,’ and ‘Op-
eration Spirit,' (and) it just blew me
away how young we looked,” said
Taylor, the 24-ycar-old guitarist,
about the"Metal Jewelry" videos. It
was really funny. Thero were people
who thought we were 15 and 16. Now
1 can see why. We just Jooked so
young.

“I couldn't even relate to the per-
aon I saw in the video. It was just so
strange.”

Aside from looking older, the band
has matured musically as well. Long
gone are the slapping bass and acous-
tic guitara. For their new album, Live
(pronounced like “Live" as in “Satur-
day Night Live"} concentrated more
on melody and achleving a denssr
sound.

*(There's) more electric guitar ac-
tually; we really wanted toget a
thicker, denser sound,” Taylor said.
*‘Mental Jewelry' was really rhythm
oricnted between myself, the baas and
the druma. Now ("Throwing Copper'}
in a littlo more melody oriented.”

Apparently, fans weren't disap-
polnted by the musical re-routing.

*“Selling the Drama,” the Smith-
ereens-eaqus first aingle from Live's
new album “Throwing Copper,” has
made itself comfortable on altemna-
tive radio stations. The album itself
has already reached slternative mu-
sle’s top 10 charta.

In support of “Throwing Copper’
Live has been frequent viaitors to
MTV’s alternative music video show
“120 Minutes,” and been inundated
with interview requests, *

“That would have to do with the
previoun record; we toured a lot for
the last record and wo seem to really
connect well with peopls,” Taylor
said. “I hope to continue that. Most
people can tell that wo're about
longevity. We're not a one-hit wonder
type. They're not interested in the
singles. They'ro more intereated in
tho album (as a) whole.”

Live performa Friday, May 27, with
Vic Chestnut and Angelfish at St.
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. Doors open at 6 p.m. for the 18
and over show. For more information,
call (313) 961-MELT.

The Waltons
On the other side of the border,
1993-94 has proved to be succeasful

Rave: The Goldentones surf into Industry in Pontiac for their
third annual Beach Rave on Sunday, May 29.

for The Waltons and thelr debut
record “Lik My Trakter."

The band won the “Best New
Group” Juno Award, Canada’s equiv-
alent to the Grammy, beating out the
0dds, Sloan, Tea Party and Junk-
house (who will be at the Majeaticin
Detrolt on Thursday, May 26). The
Waltons gained notoriety by touring
with the Barenaked Ladles and the
BoDeana, and submitted their song
“Simple Brain" to the film “Nakod in
New York.”

Lead singer Jason “Walton™
Plumb said the band's undefinable
sound has been the force behind The
Waltons' popularity.

“That's the thing about the record.
1t’s very non-specific. You can't say
that it's rock, you can’t say it’s coun-
try,” Plumb eald during the band's
last visit to Detroit.

Drummer Dave Cooney added that
that has n Jot to do with the munical
environment of their hometown, Re-
gina, Saakatchewan.

“Where we come from, there's a.
real cross section of music,” Cooney
raid. Regina has only one major radio
station that plays a variety of music
from Julio Iglesins to The Waltons.

Aslde from the music, emotions
change throughout “Lik My Trakter”
(pronounced Like My Tractor) pro-
viding The Waltona' trademark pop
sound. The album is lined with sar-
casm (“Colder Than You”), angst
(“Slide”), defiance (A Fine Line')
and the innocence of youth (“The Na.
ked Rain™),

The band originally released Lik
My Trakter on its own selling about
6,400 copiea before being signed to
Warner Broa, Records. Although the
album is about two ycars old, Cooney
said the band’s acta stay fresh by re-
alizing that it’s new to some fans.

“"We put on our brave new face and
play it agein,”

‘The Waltona plays during the De-
troit River Fest Saturday, May 28, at
the River Rock, 673 Franklin, Detroit,
with the Pursuit of Happineas, The
Hannibals and Frank Allison & The
0dd Sox. Tickets are $10 in advance.
lé‘g;énnm information, call (313) 259-

Liveshow:
Live — Chad:
Taylor (from
left), Pat

Gracey — -+
plays St. An-}.
drew’s Hall !
Friday, May ;
27, with Vic '
Chestnut '
and Angel-
fish,
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Big Block

Living among garbage and dead
rats doesn’t sound like the most ideal
situation in which to live. However, it
proved inspirational to the Detroit-
based alternative pop/rock band Big
Block. H

“We bad no money; we barely ate.*
anything. . . (but) we wrote a majori-
ty of our sengs in that house,” said +

1 itarist Nick L " H

1
The results of that living arrange-}
ment can be found on their single 1
“Beautiful"/"Grounded” recently ro»
leaned by the Detroit-based record 14-
bel Rust Belt records. Although only
two songs, they're a fair representa- |
tion of Big Block's talent. The two- 1
guitar assault by Lucasaian and fel-{
low singer/guitarist Kenny Tudrick |
as well as their hook-laden lyrics
Big Block's strong suit. The band
which rounda out its line-up with
drummer Scott McDonald and bas- .
sist Joe Proper — also ian't into mak-
ing it fans play guessing games 'ril.h;
cs. 1

“You can understand the songs ui.l
what we mean. I don't want a bunch!
of riddles,” Lucassian said about hls
music. 3

Aside from the usua) aspirations o
making their fans happy, Big Block 3
hopes to seare their fans a little. Gui}
tarist Tudrick wants listeners to feel
the same way he felt the first time hq
heard a Kiss album. t3

“I hope we scare some peaple,” hes
said. “Whon I put my first Kisa 5
record on, ] was scared. I thought I'd
go to hell. I just thought I was not
gonna wake up the next moming."”

But the band, which doesn't try
very hard for any kind of attention, | -
has one real goal in mind. s

“We're the band for the slacker
generation. We want to restore faith
in rock'n'roll. That's our goal,” Tu-
drick said. .

Big Block performs Saturday, May
28, during Clutch Cargo's 12th annis
wversary concert at the Pheoniz Plaza
Amphitheatre, 10 Water St., Ponting,
with The Verve Pipe, Cathouse, =
Crosscd Wire, Speedball, Breech, The
Exceptions, Trash Brats, Walkon
Water, Caelum Bliss, Pitbull, Spank,
Mustard Plug and Tick Weasel,

&313) 961-MELT for more informa- |
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Information on limited engage-
ments only should be submitted two
weeks in advonce to: Christina Fuo-

SALTNPRPA
wnn:.”mnsum;n Wood-
(810) 643-6666

with Youtnh Corps and Hama Way st Bind
Pig, 206208 S. First St., Ann Arbor, {ahter-
native mck)

(13 9968555

Waednesday, May 25

SALT - PRFA

With R, Kelty at Fox Theatrs, 2131 Wood-

' IN CONCERT

‘ward Ave., Dotrolt. Soid owt (rap)
(810) 6456656

CHANKLEON'S DISH
mm‘nmm S. First St., Ann Arbor.
{aitoman!

alxowa'm

HOTICE

Performs aboard the Gandy Dancer Dixie-
1and Train from Detroit/Deacbom to Ann As-
bor's Gandy Danoer, 401 Depot St, Ann
(313) 7690592 i
mmsms&mm.m<
fsmm‘&sar

Club, 29 S. Saginew, Pontlac.
ﬁuo;.‘.u-nm ezt

ISR WILD SNELP RIOKRS
8 Yocht Cub, 37604 Ann Arbor

1315 5971558

KESTRA :
The Ark, 637t S. Main SL. Ann Arbors
(acoussti] :
Q13 7

COMBUSTIBLE EDISON

Performs. lé St Andrew's Hal's Dums
IS I MET

WEIRD MUSI WORKSNOP

Youn New Duncan imperirs and Twtch at
(3138322355

E3press0 Tryserf, 2454 Orchard Lake
% Harbor, (acoustic)

VUDU PP
ﬁ. 1813 N, Main St., Royal Oak, (attema-
®10) .

Soo INCONCERT, BA -




