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to the Ameri-
BY Cinus McCoaky what makes this man special. Bob  write new and exciting chapters in £an So[ tb.au
BTAYY WRITSR Kaump, you see, msy have dis-  his life story, the early chapters Association -
ft was & big night for Bob coversd tho secret to cternal hap- . have made a tasting mark vo the Hall of
Kaump, teacher at Farmington's pibess. Redford community. Fame.

Power Middle S8chool,

He was belng inducted into the
Amateur Softbal) Assoclation hall
of fame, only the fourth umpire
ever 80 honored by the assocla-
tlon,

The crowd at the Northfield
Hilton in Troy was packed with
longtime friends, colleagues and
nssociaten.

His Introduction was long and
somewhat unnerving. There was
talk of his 29 years of service, the
4,000 games ho's worked, the four
national champlionships and

Jess state ch o
They mentioned that he has
trained and organized umplres

: and run tho softball Jeagues in

" Redford since 1978, and that ho's
read saf .

“Most people his age think
their lives mro ending” said
Jeanne Kaump, Bob's wife of 14
years, “But Bob Ia just beginning
to do things that be's wanted to
do his whole life. It's actually
quite insplring.”

Olymplan at 56

At age 56, Bab Kaump in still
teaching. Ho has been teaching In
Farmington Public 8chools sinco
1973, He still organizes the um-
plres and the ever-growing solt-
ball leagues in Redford.

He still umpires a full schedule
of games, including atate and na-
tiona! tournsments. And he still
plays ball for one of the best sen-
ior-division teams in the country
(Nothdurft)

ety o

* the game that have since been

adopted nationally.
He heard them say that of the
more than 80,000 registered ASA

. umpires in this country, he is one

* of only 1,600 accepted Into the

Nntional Indicator Fratemity.

By tho time it was his turn to
speak, he waos blushing and
sweating. He pulled out his
apeech and then atopped abrupt-
ly. In a tiny volce he called out to
his wife in the sudience, "“Jeanne,
um, could you bring my glasses
up hnhn:: please? 1 can't see my

_ - apeech.
The place broke up.

Certainly Bob Kaump's beard-
od mug belongs on a plaque in the
ASA shrine in the Bailsy Center
in Westland, and his name be-
longs on a plaque in the national

In fact, nt age 56, Kaump be-
came an ASA All-American
pitcher and won a Senior Olym-
plca gold medal.

“It's really been a heck of a
yoar,”" said Kaump, who has lived
in Redford mince 1978, “I mean,
winning the gold medal in the
(1993) Senior Olymplca and win-
ning the national championship
are two of the biggest achieve-
ments of my life, and they both
came after my 50th birthday.”

Keaump recently had arthros.
caplc surgery on both knees.

*§ had thet done so I can con-
tinue to play and umpire for an-
other 20 years. I worked the Na-
tional Senlor Championships at
Canton a couple of yeara ogo.
There wero 105 55-over teams and
five 76-over teams. ‘That's how

Under his guldance, Redford
softball has grown from 90 teams
to close to 130. He has initiated
industrial and cood leagues. And,
as anyone who has played softball
throughout the metro Detroit area
will tell you, Redford umpires are
among the most well-tralned and

res, around.

“When § first came to Redford,
1 found that the umpires weren't
28 properly trained as 1 had been
by George Gilles in Westland,”
Kaump sald. “What I was able to
do was bring In some better peo-
ple and bring mare structure.”

Kaump is a strict, by-the-book
umplro. Most of the time. When
he's working the national tourna-
ments, he makes sure everything
is done right, from checking the
depth of the batter's box to con-
firming that the players’ hats are
on straight,

But he has been known to have
hia fun, too. Like the time, in a
lopsided game, when ho tossed &
coin to determine if a runner was
out or safe at first. Or the time,
when he was officiating a basket-
ball game, he actually helped in-
bound the ball for s team.

“The team was getting killed
and they couldn’t get the ball in, 1
knew the guy, so 1 yelled for the
ball and he passcd it to me. The
next time, § yelled for the ball

again, When he passed it, 1 just
walked away and the ball went
out of bounds.”

Funny guy. But the true mea- were three little-league basebalt

sure of what Kaump has meant to

games going on, the volleyball pit

AKT EMANUELE/STATY PHOTOGHARHER

“Neal Ross, Redford’s parks
and rec supervisor, looked around
and said, “This is what recreation

“That made me feel good. We re-
ally do have an extremely good
program in Redford. There arc z0

hall in Oklahoma City, Okla. long I want to keep doingit.” Redford came two Saturdays ago.  was full, and the kiddic park area Aty C A r
But to lcknnwledio him only At Claude Allison Field, a season-  was jammed. It scemed the whole is all about,” Koump said. many things for people to do.
for his services as an umpire Is to Kaump’s legacy to Redford opening noftball tournament was  town was there and everyone was

recognize only a small part of While Kaump continues to being played on two fie)ds. There  having s blast
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l ‘Save 50% ta 75% OFF The Largest Selection of High Quality

RISING STARS — |

Morri-Five 5 Mile & Morriman
Novi 347-4499 Pine
Ridge Centar, Novi Rd. near 10 mile
C 981.2660 Canton Comers
Ford Road at Lllloy

IF ALL THE WORLD'S A
STAGE, THEN WE HAVE THE
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE.

1-800-NCR-8868

“The National Cuttural Athance and 23,000 arts and Fumani-
ties organizations guarantee there’s something in your com-
munity you can get excited about. Call for a free brochure,

Putensive 6 ‘Week Summer ‘Program
Beginning July 18 » Ages 4 and Up

SILK FLOWERS, TREES, and PLAI o Midwest.
Choose trom Hundreds of Varictles,
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