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CoOmMpoSser nqic

initially with all computer-gener-
sounds,

“1 did everything on the com-
puter so | could bear it,” he anid
“1t gives me a chance to hear what
all the instruments sound like
when they're mixed together and
know when 1 like it and then
when the live players came in, 1
just had them replace the sample
parts with the live parta.”

Liebman sccomplished that
wsk by playing the computer
tracks back into the headphones
of the musicians and then record.

. ed the hue instrument over the
computer generated sound on
tape or on the computer. And all
that in the cozy comfort of his
studio in Farmington Hills.

In addition to writing the musi.
cal scure {or ancther fuil-length
feature film, “Let’s Kill Al the
Lawyers,” a comedy about legal
ethics, Licbman has written mu-
si¢ for sommervials and company
promotional films as well as doing
voice-over work and sound effects.

Licbman fell in love with music
at the tender age of eight when he
first took piano lessons. “I loved
it right from the start.” he waid 1
sctually liked practicing,” be od-
mitted with a sheepish smile.

Bomn in Ohio, his mother
played the pianc and his father,
Howard, was a rock "o’ roll disc
jockey who, along with Harry
Martin, hosted a top-rated radio
program, “The Martin and How-

ard Show,” in Cleveland for many

years,

When Licbman was 11, the
family moved to Detroit whero his
father founded and is still presi-
dent and CEO of Specs Howand
Broadcasting in Southfield. Of
Liebman's three siblings, one
brother plays bass and a sister

sing.

At 10, Licbman taught himsell
how to play his sister’s guitar, by
12 he had formed & rock 'n’ roll
band with friends and they played
at children’s pasties. Licbman
was the lead guitarist and was al.
ready beginning to write songs.

After graduating from South-
fleld High School, Lisbman
received & bachelot’s degree in
music with a double major in lin-
guistics at Oakland University.
He spent a year at the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester,
N.Y., studying mmpooluun and
then got a master's in computer
scienco at Rensselaer Polytochnlc
Instituts. He spent more than two
yeann dmu‘ mur:h in computer

st the
Center in the mmpuur science
department.

Licbman opened a studio in
hfield, P.M. Producti in

wanted to really concentrate
strictly on the original music and
the voice work. So, 1 thought, to
do that 1 didn't need as much
space.

Whm one of his compositions
festures a (fute, Lichmzn only
needs to call as far as his own
home and talk to his wife, Judy.
~She comes from a musical family
too.”

Licbman's son Noah, 9, plays
the saxophone and 7-year-old
Miriam recently started piano les-
sons. Noah and his dad have
teamed up and “actually done a
few gigs together,” Licbman sald,
adding that the duo has per-
formed occasionally at parties
and some school functions.

Whether Licbman is composing
for a commercial ar for a full-
length featura film, he enjoys his
work every bit as much as he
takes It seriously. “It's all fun,
but they're all dilferent,” he 2aid
of his varied endeavors.

One only needs to watch a min-
ute or two of film without, then
with the musical score to appreci-
ate the impact of music. “Even if
you're not conscious of the music
that's going on behind the pic-
ture, if it weren't there youd. no-
tice was wrong,” noted

September 1988. His curreat
Farmington Hills studio on
Middlebelt was the result of a de-
sire to downsize.

“l stopped doing the band
work,” explained Licbman. “1

Athletes /unpuic

Licbman.

Some think Liebman can write
 30-second commercial in 30 sec-
onds, but, he admita, it can take
nny'-here from an hour toa vwek

on

107 a3 you see here.”
The

would say almost every kid who
tremen-

tounding. Todorov said, ullm; a
story about the Team Farmington
athletes who mastered a hill st
Sugar Loaf named, “Awful, Aw.
ful” for it’s fear factor.

*“The kids just go down it with
no problem,” he said. ~That hill
doesn’t care who you are. When
people sce that, they see these
athletes in a different light ™

Suzie loibl, whase son Joe
competes in Team Farmington.
said: “They've an amazing
difference in our kids® lives. He's
pot a good athlete and they al
ways make him fee] welcome. The
coeches should have halos. [

—

douniy. it does amazing things for
their self eateem.”

Today there are 175 sthletes in
Team Farmington, which in:
cludes students and graduntes.
Getting involved in Special Olym.
pics is optional.

Winning record

Team Farmington took state
champions in bockey, soccer, ten-
nis saftball. They're top ski-
ers, weight lifters and power
lifters. Last year they were bas.
ketball champions.

“Everyone gets a chancetobe a
star oo the team,” Todoroy said.

Kisainger ndded that the ath.
letes nce that they can work as a
team and the caperiences and tri-
umphs make them a lot more con-
fident to meet people and try for
challenging jobs.

“ft's less money the govern.
ment has to pay out, because
they're independent people,” he
said. “In the last two and a
years we're aceing these kida out
there doing the things we
dreamed about.”

Others surpassed their coaches’
hopes by sttending college and
landing jobs at major corpora-
tions.
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Compoting a score for a full-
length feature film can obviously
take months. “One Room Castle™
1s 0 90 minute film with about 60
minutes of musie in it, according
to Liebman.

‘Thero are times whon the video
and music score can be so interre.
lated that it would be difficult to
discern the meaning of the story
without the rousic. That is cer.

tainly the case with “Robo Jz."
six and one-hall minute mully
animstod video that was alred o
WD1V — Channel 4 at Chrhlman
time,

Liebmen'a music literally did
the tatking for the delightful plece
that had no volce-over. Date My-
ers did all the video and graphlcs
and originally camo in looklng for
more  tradltional music. The
sounda Liebman came up with,
however, wero the pcr(r.-n match.
“1t was a lot of fun to do,” he od-

mitted. Lichman recently won ap
Emmy award for that score with
the Michigan Chapter of NATAS::
(National Academy of Ta]wi-loh"’
Arts ond Sclences).

‘The films Livbman has douuon
fur havo sl been Jocally produced, .
But what sbout Hollywood?
Technology today would all
him to do most everything
from the comfort of his Pamming:(¢
ton Hills studlo. *“That would by
great,” Lichman uld witha hnm’
wroile. “1'd love to
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Enter today to win a spot in Dewoit’s
Nicest Golf Outing, for Women Only.
70 winners and their guests will enjoy an
18 hole

scramble

B ac Fox Hills
Bl Country Club.
ST W Winners will
ILIREMCEEN receive 18 holes
of golf for 2 with power cam,
complimentary range balls, on course
beverages & snacks, plus a chance to win 2 mini golf week,
courtesy of Boyne USA. During our luncheon, Bavarian
Village Ski & Golf will provide an

Assisted Living

Hair Salon, Ice Cream
Parlour, Movie Theater,
Guest Room, Restaurant,
Gift Shop, Social and
Religious Activities.
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| for Women Only will conclude with Baverian Vilage 5 & Golf Siop
an exdlusive all-female comedy revue mum Wm mf::m
and an awards presentation. We think you'll enjoy this
day on the golf course as it has been designed specifically
for Fidelity I WNIC and Bavarian
Village International Ski & Golf are excited 1o bring you Brmingham ¢ Southfield
*Detroir’s Nicest Golf Outing,.. For Women Only”.
IN ABBOCIATION WITH

R=achwand Inn and Borden Court
An Older Adult Health Care Community

3500 W. South Boulevard, Rochester Hills :

. ~ - - 334
Ty TS SETSEICLIN2NNSTXANAILIITIIIRRN LR RV ALY

@WNS % JeanBe“. [c] Medicare c;dlﬂed Tours, by appointment, Monday-Friday o
A TV o . Ty ’ a B



