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Feed man; Ron Brown, a
Joe's Feed Store employ-
ce, carries feed to a cus-
tomer's car.

Joe’s

from page 1A

provide chow for horses and oth-
er farm animals. Now it eclls
victunls for such yuppic pets as
llamas and pot-bellied pigs.

After 40 yeary, they don't sim-
ply announce they're closing shop
and nat expect anyone to notice.

“Make her feel rotten and mis-
erable,” snid Gail Williams of
Sauthfield, a customer of more
than 26 years.

Williams and Wickens draw
back their fists across the counter
in mock hastility. They call each
other a few names, and lavgh.

Williams comea to Joe’s Feed
to get some feed for her goat ond
chickens and bufF lace polish.

“This is like my second family
here,” Williams said. “Last month,
she ghowed me the pink picce of
paper . . .. When I heard they
were closing, ] went to pieces.”

Joe Wickens moved his feed
store into the Nine Mile Road
building fram Beech Daly Road
in Redford Township.

The son of o feed store owner
in Plymouth, Joc Wickens ven-
tured out on his own.

“He definitely storted out on
his own,” Mari-jo said. “He didn't
get any help from his father,
That's a nice way of putting it.”

Joc* Wickens developed a
knnck for making dog food. He'd
get cornflakes from Kellogg's and

- ail from Velvet Peanut Butter to
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In the mix: Mari-jo Wickens cracks a big smile by the

M ‘This Is like my second

family here. Last month,

she showed me the pink plece of paper . . .
When | heard they were closing, | went to pleces.’

customer Gail Williams

make the kennel cuisine.
Ingredients becnme more diffi-
cult to get and substitutes
weren't up to standard, So he dis-
continued the doy food line.
Wickens also developed a
method for mixing birdseed. His
process i ded cleaning away

his wife, Mary, until he died 10
years agu after a heart attack.
Hin cap still hanga in o corner of
the store.

Last month, Mary decided it
was time to retire. The family
had a party, inviting many long-
time 8, many of whom

particlea.

The hopper and sced cleaner
still hum in the back room.

“The birdseed went whoosh,”
Mari-jo said. *The birdseed was
really popular.”

Wickens ran the business with

are second-generation visitors.
*Talk has it that Mary Wickens
might sell the business to some-
ane else, who would keep it open.
Twa customers arc intervsted,
Mari-jo said.
“It's her baby,” Mari-jo snid.

bird seed mixer in the rear of Joe's Feed Store in Farmington Hills.
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“We're not going to give it to just
anybody.”

Mary Wickens might keep the
place open a few weecks after
June 1 to sell leftover stock,
Mari-jo added.

Mari-jo tries to explain that to
several people who come in. The
news doesn't register easily.

They want to know where
they're going to get their kitty lit-
ter, or in Farmington Hills resi-
dent Ginny Ashe's case, reject
peanuts for chipmunks and
squirrels,

Amid the squeaky dog toys,
bird feeders, and cans of flea and
tick spray, Mari-jo also wonders
what she's going to do.

“I've worked all my life,” she
said. *I don't know how it’s going
to feel not getting a regular pay-
check.”

Spectal blend: Doug Juntunen of Livonia picks out
one of the blends of bird seed that Joe Wickens
developed years ago. With him is Barbara Bodden
of Farmington.

Farmington mulls .24-mill
tax hike for same services

By LARRY O'CONNOR
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For nbout the price of a hnir-
cut, Farmington residenta will
not have any of their city aer-
vices trimmed.

The city administration hos
praposed a .24 mill tax increase
to partially offset o 1.15 percent
rine in spending as part of its
1994-956 budget. For somcone
who ownn a $100,000 home, that
menns an additionat $12 a year
in city taxes.

Moroe money is necded to con-

tinue to pay for the same level
of scrvices, city manager Frank
LauhofT snid.
“Council in committed to not
reducing city services,” Lauhoff
said. "I think the mojority of
peaple in Farmington are happy
with their city services.”

Residenta can exptress their
gleo at a public hearing on the
budget and subsequent tax in-
crease 8 p.m. Monday, June 6,
in Farmington City Council
Chambers,

The .24-mill incrense puts the
city tax rate at 13.91 milla,
which includes 3.62 milla in
dobt nervicen. A mill is $1 for
avery $1,000 of atate equalized
valuation of property.

With tho slight inerease,
Farmington still ranka below
the Oakiand County averago of
14.97 mills.

Property taxes as well as oth.
er oxpected revenue amounts to
$5.002,839, which ls atill
$81,876 short to pay the bills.

Frank Lauhoff

The city plana to dip into its
fund balance to cover the rest.

That will leave the fund bal-
ance ot $694,517, which is uscd
to offsct unexpected costs.

The approach of amall tax in-
creases and fund balance en-
croachment might appear to the
most prudent strategy in the
wake of Proposal A passing.

Tho propoaal is'n serioun re-
ality to cities. Future SEV rates
will be held to 5 percent or the
rate of inflation. That will puta
crimp on revenues sinco the city
derives more than half of its in-
come from property taxes.

Farmington ia expecting o
SEV growth of only .67 percent
this year. Lost year, the SEV
growth wan 4,25 poreent.

As o result, the calculntor
will be humming In the city

manager's office in future bud-
Ret years,

LauhofT said much of the city
finances depend on the econo-
my. Services can be maintained
if the revenues mees the rate of
inflation, he snid.

“We just don't know what's
Roing to happen,” Lauhoff soid.
“We've had 160 years of the
snme syatem af local finance,
and it was wiped out in gix
montha. We'll have to wait and
see if they built a now system
without any bugs.”

The only gunrantee is the
bills will keep coming.

Salaries and benefit account
for the biggest chunk - $2.9 mil-
lion - of expenditures in the $6
million budget.

That number could change.

The city and police officers
union have not settied on a con-
tract. Both gider are preparing
far arbitration.

1n terma of where the $6 mil-
lion will go, the city intends to
spend $1.6 million for public
aafety, another $1.1 million for
general government, including
$267,000 to operate District
Court, and $1 million for public
worka,

Mincellancous coats include
health care, $226,000; social se-
curity, $161,000; and retire-
ment, $185,000.

The city alao plans to spend
$235,000 for the library,
$79,000 for community develop-
ment and $24,000 for the histor-
ical muscum.

Volunteers go down to river June 4

Get out the rubber boots, the
work gloves and the determina-
tion to save n stream. Rougo
Rescue ‘94 is mminpu[i.

Tho Farmington Hills portion
of Rouge Rescue ‘94 will be 8-
11:30 a.m. Saturdny, June 4, at
the corner of Dolfast and
Waatministor In the southeast.

ern sectian of the city.

The location i west of
Middlebelt Rond and north of
Eight Mile. A tributary of the
Rougo flows through the arca.

The volunteers will help re-
move debris and loginms that
have accumulated aver the past
fow yoars.

City crews will bo on hand
with their machinery to handle
the heavy work.

As in past years, lunch will be
provided by the city.

For more information, cnll
Joan Barrott of the city's
Department of Public Services at
473-9620.
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Directy from Iraly THE NEWEST MOST
stylish designs in home furnishings.

o Window TREATMENTS
» Design Services
« Original Art Pieces

* FURNITURE
« Area Rugs
e Children’s FURNITURE

AU Lines are exclusive To us
and only available here.

4716 Woodwanrd = Royal Oak, Ml 48073

810-549-1221

Hours: Mon.-Frl. 10-9; Sar. 10-6; Sux. 12-5




