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POINTS OF VIEW

er in today’

Signs of a struggle

’_lx'hh ia the same power struggle I ex-
d a8 presid

Q uestion: As a Michigan teach-
. h 1

fool wo toachers are being

looked upon as incompetent
and greedy. House Bill 3128 (now
Public Act 112) which lterally does
sway with nogotiations s a clear
sign that Gov. John Engler and
those legislators that voted for tho
bilt mre out to destroy our profes-
sion. Teacher bashing scems to be
at an all-timo high, What are your
perceptions regarding what is hap-
pening in education In Michigan?

Answer:

A major battle has beon waged be-
tween Engler, some legislators and the
MEA. Tho MEA believes this move-
ment I8 to destroy tho union; Engler
and many legislators beliove tho MEA
has become too strong and thereisa
need for & “Balance of Power.”

The MEA, which has represented
teachers superbly over tho years,
doesn’t wish to give up the rights, sala.
ries and conditiona it has negotial
since 1965. Engler and many Lansing
1 kers believe they the
majority of Michigan taxpaying citi-
zens whowant a stronger voice in
tencher snlaries and working condi-
tions.

This power struggle was really inevi-
table. Everything seems to cyclo and
n':cycle in this world.

of the Plymouth
‘Teachors Association (dues $5) back in
tho "60s. We had zero powor. The offi-
cers met a couple times a year. Frankly
we didn't know thero was a power base
to go after. Weo wero public servants
and frankly, most of us were quite hap-
py: maybe dumb, but happy.

You sce, prior to 1965, there were no
negotiations; we were told we were get.
ting a 2 percent raise (that was about
$100) and that was it. Case closed!

Wa were told when and where wo
would have lunch room duty, hall duty,
school dance duty, parking lot duty (no
stipend) and we did it. I coached the
golf team at Grossa 1le for froe golf on
caddie day.

But some of us began thinking. . .
Is this fair? My high school dropout
classmate, a truck driver, was making
$7,800 while I was making $3,900.

So wa borrowed n contract from tho
City of New York AFT (American Fed-
eration of Teachers) and were shocked
to discover teachers did have some
rights.

Wa stood on the atops of tho Capitol
Building in Lansing and demanded the
right to ncgotiate. And indeed did win
the right and negotiated a $1,300
teacher raise . . . a huge jump from
$100 or $160 in each of the previous
five years.

Sl The Michigan Education
Assoclation, which has
represonted teachors su-
perbly over the years,
doesn't wish to give up the
rights, salaries and condl-
tions it has negotlated
since 1965. Gov. John En-
gler and many Lansing
Iawmakers believe they
represent the majority of
Michigan taxpaylng citi-
zens who want a stronger
volce inteacher salarlos
and working conditions.

1t al! played out and Michigan
teachers rightfully won their battle for
docent wages, benefits, sick days and
pay for extra-curricular activitiea.

Like it or not the pendulum has now
awung. Many citizens are tired of
teacher strikes that they eay hold the
public hostage. Many people who have
supported education in the past, i.e,
1BM professionals I know, have been
laid off, .

‘The balance of power issue which, as
teachers, we fought for in 1965 has
again raised its head. Unfl 1

Has teachers union lost its Lansing power base?

6128 {the ncgotiation bill), the MEA
could emerge ns strong ns they present-

ly are.

If the MEA and its voting consti-
tuency don't rersove those legislators
who have deserted them, it indicates to
mo a major shift in power.

It means many citizens . . . who, at
one time, supported teachers and thus
the MEA have now moved into En-
gler's camp.

What is most unfortunata is that the
great majority of teachers and school

dmini are decent human be-

we now have some legisiators who want
to turn the clock back to 1903 and
make indentured servants out of teach-
ers and MEA representatives.

On the other hand we have some
“teachers” who think the battle of the
overpass at the Rouge Plant is still
going on. That's nat a balance; that's
insane.

The question is: “Has the MEA lost
its Lansing power base?" If the MEA
has, the power base will obviously dis-
slpate at the local Jevel. Teachers could
be taken back to 1964 when, with hat
in hand, we shuffled our feet on the su-
perintendent's carpet hoping fora 1 or
2 percent raise,

You ask what my perceptions are. If

the teacher voting block and teacher
supportcrs remove enough of those Jeg-
islators from office who supported HB !

ings, people committed to children and
to education.

And tho vast majority of teachers
will continue to perform well on a daily
basis regardless of the power struggle.
Indeed, some of the abuse dedicated
teachers are taking on radio shows Is
totally unfair.

The MEA and Engler are in 8 major
power struggle. Yet that power struggle
in our democracy is what makes this
the greatest country on the face of the

carth.

James ‘Doc’ Doyle is a former admin-
istrator in the West Bloomficld, Troy
and Plymouth-Canton school districts.
He is now an educational consultant
and a regular contributor to the Points
of View page. You can leave him a mes-
sage from a Touch-Tone phone at 953-
2047, mailbox 1856.
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Got us involved

am a concerned citizen who believes
that no matter how old I am, I
should bo ablo to at least give my
opinion about something that might
affect me,

In this case my apinion is about the
possible use of nuclear power by the
military in North Korea, and whether
wo ahould get involved to stop them.

In my opinion, we should get in-
volved.

1think we should get involved be-
causo the United States js considered

P ulling u;geth'ct some loose enda:

to be a “world power,” and this situa-
tion can affect the world very badly.

Just think, if they were to use nucle-
ar energy to make bombs and actually
launched them, that would give off lots
of radiation poisoning that would last
for generations, not to mention how
many innocent people would be wiped
from existence.

Another reason I betieve we should
get involved is because if we don’t stop
them, then some of our “enemies,” in-
cluding North Korea, will see ua as not
taking a stand end feel safe to do the
same thing.

North Korea has already atarted sell-

Thoughts on guns, MEAPs
and idling over judgeships

ing missile technology to Iran and Li-
bya. As you can see, North Korea is
trying to push us as far as they can.
Either they think they can get an armi-
stice agreement, or they think they will
be able to get away with it, and we
should not give them either.

Onc more reason we should get in-
volved is because we can't do anything
else. We can’t impose cconomic sanc-
tions against North Korea, and we

can't order a naval blockado either be- |

tause either act, they said, would be
taken as an act of war anyway.

If we don't do anything, no one clse
will, because with nuclcar weapons,

other countries are in the position to be I
attacked, so it's mainly up to us. What- |
ever we do, we should da it quickly and |
efficiently before it's too late. ;
Beth A. Welngudcn.‘

Farmington Hll.l.s|

Thanks a lot

wish to express my sincere thanks

I to the Farmington Observer for
helping to meke our AARP Tax-

Aide Program — Tax Counseling for

the Elderly — a success for another
year.

‘We prepared 140 joint retums out of
689 separate interviews. Four hundred
and 16 federal tax and 1,067 state tax
and credit forms were prepared.

Tax-related assistance was given to
107 clients. Eleven senior citizons were
given tax assistance at their residences
because of ill health.

Again, thank you for placing the no-
tices in the Farmington Observer, not-
ing the time and place of tax assistance
each week during the tax season.

John J. Antonllli, local coordinator,
- Farmington-Farmington Hills

& Tom Washington, Michigas's

natural resources ranks.
Washi raised in Dearb

to the National Rifte Associntion, ia tho most
unisual and best person I've run into in the

is executive
director of the Michigan United Conservation

Clubs. Ho's a rarity because he (1) is an old-
fashioned hunter and fist , the Teddy
Roosevelt types that begat tho conservation
mdévement, and (2) has a foot in the modern

1! 1 t, populated by bird
watchers, tree huggers, hikers and other bo-
lievvers in non-consumptive enjoyment of natu-
ral resources.

Members of group 2 frequently sneer at
Washington as somo kind of red-neck, particu-
* larly since he will now head NRA. Actuslly
bath groups need to talk to each other and read
each other’s literature. MUCC's magazine publ-
ishea both kinds of articles, It's why the centrist
MUCC has more political clout than the leftist
environmental groupa.

In the State Capitol, Washington has cham-
plbned the ban on throwaways, the natural ro-
solirces trust fund, the attack on Gov. John En-
glir's reorganization of the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, and the current rejuvenation of
stite park funding, as well as the traditional
fin-and.fur lssues.

Washington, as NRA chief, ia the person best
ualified to straighten out tho effeto, Impudent,
llectual snobs who populate the District of
slumbia’s news bureaus. Pay attontion: The
n isaue fsn't crimo control, It's about Big
other wanting to keep entlre populations un-
der his weighty thumb. Toruna dictatorship,
yiu first must disarm the populace.

‘Washington has a multi-century and world
view of guns. He will need to make that view
",'!Mld-

A Michigan Education Assoclatlon type
t along sots ideas to “Reform Lansing.
are predictable fulminations againat the
Lagislaturs for curblng the union's misuse of
pawaz, but one dessrves comment: .
"#Al] lagislators and the govemnor shall take

8.

FR.85

the high school MEAP test in reading, math
and scionco . . . Politicians who do not pass
will not roceive ‘endorsed public sorvant’ status.
Beginning in 1897, anyone who docs not pass all
throo tests will be terminated from office.”

‘That's a good ono, similar to my auggestion
that legislatars should be able to pase a civil
sorvice test. Unfortunately, it will take a major
state constitutional amendment.

You see, the Michigan Constitution says a
legislator “must be a citizen of the United
States, at least 2t yoars of age, and an clector of
tho district he reprosents” (Art. IV, scc. 7) — in
other words, a registered voter. But federal law
says states can't impose literacy tests on people
wishing to registor.

So without a constitutional amendment, no

" MEAP tests for politicians, Sorry, MEA — you

flunk civics this woek.

M Boo and raspborrics to the L 1 for
dawdling 17 months on a bill to eatablish now
judgeshipa. Filing deadline for judicial candi-
datos was May 10. Lawmakars didn't decide to
sdd circult judges in Oakland and Cheboygan
countles until this May 24-25. To get candi-
datos, they had to push the filing deadline back
to May 27, almoat screwing up tho elections

process.
That bill could have been passed back in
February of 1893,

Tim Richard reports regularly on the local im-
plications of state and regional events. You can
by Touch-Tone phone at (313) 853-
2047, mailbox 1881,
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Don't let the dark forces

of ignorance defeat -

you, Right.inthis -
galaxy,youcantap. = . . 7S
into the source -- the free - *. -
Consumer Information Catalog. it

lists free and low-cost government . - *

LA . .
. .- .

ublications on cosmic topics such as fede"‘ra’vlv benefits, -
jobs, health, housing, educating your children,.cars, and
much, much more. So dispel the darkness-and send for

Consumer Inf

.

) ér.lrjfor'rnation Center
.. Department Source " .
L Pueblo;‘COIﬁmdb- 81009 - .

the source. Write today to Pueblo, Colorado for the free
( ormation Catalog. Just send your- name:and
addressto . ' I ' :
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