The Observer] TIURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1994

R A i .
Hi there, vets: Megan Schwartz, 3, waves her flag at the
passing veterans during the parade.
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Tank In the street:

Crowd troops out

BY ToM BAER
Brarr Warter
ary Barnes and Kathy
Dawson had cxcellent rea-
L sons for attending the Me-
morial Day Parade in downtown
Farmington Monday moming.
_“Our daughters are in the
band,” sald Mary Barnes from
her spot on a bench that looked
out on Grand River Avenue, the
patade route, “What a great rea-
sad, hey?"
: Heather Barnes is a majoretto
In -the North Farmington High
School band, and Shannon Daw-
son playa the piccolo. Bands {rom
the three Farmington public high
schools marched and played
Mgnday.
stimates vary, but the crowd
that lined both sides of Grand
River from the Uptown Center to
thd War Memorials northwest of
thd Masonic Temple was seen as
high as 10,000 people — and quite
o few dogs.
- Veteran parade watchera said
thia year's crowd was up from the
past several Memorial Day
parades. d

and former), tanks, classic cars
and all the other trappings of o
parade.

Some mixed business with
pleasure. Vicki Bamett, a Farm-
ington Hills resident who's run-
ning for the State Senate in the
new 16th District, was seon pass-
ing out her fliers.

“We have a son, Jordan, who's
marching with tho Cub Scouts,”
Barnett said.

Michele Saxtan of Farmington
attended “juat to get involved in
the community and to bring my
grandma out. [ thought she might
enjoy it.”

Walking the parade routc was a
pleasant experience for Celeste
Roc and her year-old son, Justin,
“Wo live just five minutes away,
so wo can walk” Roo said.
“That's what makes Farmingtan
s0 hice — it's a walking town.”

Aa in all parades, politicians
rode or walked the route. Two
who did ft on foot were Aldo Vag-
nozzi and Cheryl Oliverio of the
Farmington Hills City Council.

“Hey, I walked the whole (city
council) ign last yoar," said

add a pleasant breczo may havo
brought a few more out.

,-They watched clowns, politi-

2::-. high school bands, Scout
ps, military ,people (current

v
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Oliverio. “This is a pieco of cake.”
C dar Catheri

or holiday parade

speaker, She reminded a much
smaller crowd at the war memori-
als that Memorial Day was for re-
membering the country’s military
personnel who died in battle.

“Let us remember them and ro-
member what they gavaus. . .8
world where war is aichsic and
unnecessary,” said Bradlcy, a reg-
istered nurse and associate pro-
feasor of nursing at the University
of Detroit Mercy,

The best adult flost in the pa-
rade was judged to be Carousel
Acren Petting Farm. The beat
youth float was made by Cub
Scout Pack 162. Some other pa-
rade winners:

Best Unit — YMCA, all units.

Best Mounted Group -~ Golden

Wings Motoreyele Club. T

Best Youth Group, Boys —
Cub Scout Pack 231.

Best Youth Group, Girls — Gir}
Scout Troop 70,

Best Marching Unit — Veter-
ans of Farelgn Wars, Poat 2269,

Most Outstanding Vehicle —
MI-AI tank.

Best Marching Group, Youth
— Redford High School ROTC.

Lead Band — Harmison High
School Marching Ban

avy
Bradlcy, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent and Desert Storm veteran,
was the parade marshal and main

Most Qutstanding Military
Unit — Redford ROTC, Legion
Posts 346 and 180.

ome chy pura-goers get to ride on
a U.S. Army tank as it rumbles along Grand River.
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Nap time: Sandy Siporin of Farmington Hills catchesa
quick nap while his wife Susan watches for the start of
the Memorial Day Parade.

" rate mortgages
- have the usual low
~ first-year payments..

- Except that ou
- year lasts 60 mon

- INTEREST RAT]

1 yow're in the market for a new honie or to refinance
yaur mortgage, you're probably looking at both fixed
and adjustable rate mortgage loans.

First of America Bank has something that combines
the best of botk ble Rate M
You'll benefit frum a five-year period with a low, fixed
initial rate. Which means you can gel more house for
your moncy.

After the initial five-year period, your interest rate
will adjust annually based on the U.S. Treasury
Securitics rate** in offect at that time. f rates increase,

your interest rie is protected and cannot dise more than
five percent, So whether you plan to move to another
home within five years or stay for a while, our Adjustable
Rate Mortgage Loan should be yaur first step.

And use our pre-approved Joan option o find out
how much of a mertgage you qualily for privr to writing
an offer 10 purchase. i

For more informatinn, talk to your Realtor, Or call i
any of the First of Anierica Homelight morigage loan
centers listed below, and find out about our wide array ‘

i
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of mortgage products.
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A bank for life: 7
Birminghom Delroit Downniver Farmington Fraser Grosse Pointe [
(RI0)6423167  (313)396-4402 (313)2815209  (810)851-7809  (B10)294.9458  (313)777-0803 !
i
Lapeer Livonia FPontiac Rickmond Rochester
(810)6645173 {313)953-8145 (810)683-1493 (810)727.7581 (B10)651-8432
tomea Royal Oak Steriimg Heights Try Warren
(8107520624 (810) 2886025 (81016913347 (810)524-1124 (810)268-0421 i
Offtr sabject 10 change. Limited time offer available at participating Bauks only. *Rate and APR based on £50.000 I:-rq:
nsing an Judex valid as of 4/4/94. * *One year weekly arerage yield on U.S. Treaswry Securitics. Membder FDIC.
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