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Readers share memories
of Birmingham Theatre

o Farmington Hllis ever spent was in 1986 at
- the Birmingham Theatre. “My husband
and 1 were just martied, and my mom waa recently
widowed. We all went to seo “The Fiddler on the
Roof.’ My mom and 1 were in awoe of the stage, the
sct, the lndles in their furs and jewels. Aterwarda
we had a wonderful dinner.”

Other readers also called to Eay how much
they'll miss tha thclu:r which 1n lcheduled to

no of tho classiest New Year's Eves Mary of

closo after the B ham Jazz Feat
Aurdn; Joe Willlama on July 30. “The Best Little
‘cxns,” ita run et the

in

theater through June 12,

Lois and her husband aubscribed from the day
they opened. Her husband passed away four-and-
a-hall years ago, but Lois retained the scats, and
. took friends along to see the shows. “[ deeply re-
: gret tho closing,” she sald. “I love my theater and
i lhe eonvcnh:mx of bnv{ng it in the heart of Bir-
3 1 hope ppens brings back

; llve entertainment.”

A longtime usher called and sald she wasn't
aurprised by the closing. “The talent was poor and
uneven, and the tickets sometimes as much as
$35, were too much for some people to afford,” she
said. “In my experience the theater was rarely hall
full. § never felt the Nederlanders had thelr heart
init”

These were just a few of the cominenta, 1 appre-

ciated hearing from all of you. I've sald it bclon,
and 1'1] say it agasin, this Ia your newspaper, we're
here to serve you, and be your sounding board.,
& Readera who called last week learned from rny
Volce Mail meaaage that I was on vacation. I'll
embarrass my brother Mike Kaleski n little by
mentloning that 1 was visiting him In Nashua,
New Hampshire to attend his gradustion from
Franklin Picree Callege. We're all very proud of
his lmmplilhmenu

1f you've never been, New Hampahire, called the
“Granite State™ is beautiful. There are rollling
hills and lota of pine trees. You can get a great
lobster dinner, but there aren't outdoor concert
venues like Meadow Brook and Pine Knab, which
Mike says he misscs a lot. You know that old say-
Ing about not sppreciating what you have in your
own backyard? It's teuc.
® The Meadow Brook Music Festival in the 7,600
seat outdoor amphitheater on the campus of Oak-
land University in Rochester opena June 18 with
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Festival celebrates community splrltf :

] Area business leaders have
teamed up with St. Hugo of
the Hills and Temple Beth El
to present a chamber music
festival,

By KEELY WYGONIK
Brary Wtz

Hero'a an event
you won't want to
miss — tho first
Great Lakes Cham-
ber Music Pestiva), »
series of aix concerts
to be hnld June 11-18 at Templo Beth
El and St. Hugo of the Hilla in
Bloomfield Hills,

Festival arganizers are confident
that it will become an annuel event
that celebrates the spirit, diversity
and character of the people in our
area. The 2 p.m. Sunday, June 12,
outdoor concert at St. Hugo of the
Hills i free.

Season tickets for the festival are
$50 ($50 for students and senlor citi-
zena). Single tickets range from $10 to
$16. Scries concert ticketa aro avail-
able by calling (810) 362-2622 and all
Ticketmaster outleta.

Area business leaders Joseph An-
toninl, chairman of Kmart Corpora-
tion, Dean Friedman, President of
Robert Solomon and Associates Ad-
vertising Agency in Bloomfield Hills,
have joined with Rabbi Dan Polish of
Templs Beth El, the Rev. Monaignor
Anthony Tocco of St. Hugo of the
Hills, and the Chamber Muaic Soci-
ety of Detrolt to create the summer
musical event featuring internation-
ally acclaimed pianist, James Tocco,

James Tocco enjoys & worldwide
carcer as a recitalist, orchestral so-
loist, and chamber musician. Born of
Italian parents in Detorit, his love of
music, especially opera, began in
childhood. At six he started studying
the piano and mado his first orches.
trul appearance, performing Beetho.
ven's Concerto No. 2 at 12. Ho is emi-
nent scholar/artist-In-residence at
the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of M\ulc. u\d mecunr
of Piano at the in

sald Anumlnl at 8 festival proview re-

Liko most great things, the festival
was an idea, a scod that sprouted
roota and was nourished by Antonini,
Friedman, Polish, Tocco, his brother,
James, nnd the Detroit Chamber Mu-
slc Soclet,

While vh]dn, his brother, James
said “What a wonderful place this
would be for a festival, but we need a
temple”

“I aald I have the rabbi and the I
have the temple, and we went to
work,” sald Tocco. “There is a lot of
dlscussion that goes on beflore you
reacha consensus, this project got in-
stant support.”

The concept of a collaboration be-
tween St. Hugo of the Hills and Tem-
ple Beth El began with discussions
between Tocco and Polish. Secular in

nature, the festival ia intended to be |

an ongolng event.

“There is no place in the US,
where a Jewish congregation and a
Catholic Church are working together
on a project of this nulmltude. and
this deserves to be celebrated,” sai
Polish. “It's important on a }mmnn
level to seo these two communitiea
blend together and form friendships.
It's an important musical and civic
event, we are bringing the

Featured performers: The Amernet String Quartet, composed
o/ ananese violinist Kyoko Kashiwagi, (left to right), Ameri-

linist Marcia Littley de Arias, Scottish violinist Mal- '

together.”

Hosting a festival is an encrmous
task. An advisory committee was
formed comprised of volunteers from
each of the collaborating organiza-
tions, Chalring the committe from St.
Hugo's are Kathleen and Joseph An-
tonini, along with Aviva and Dean
Friedman from Temple Beth EL
James Tocco is the festival's artistic

irectar.

He will be performing at the festi-
val with a cadre of remarkabls per-
formers including the Detroit Cham-
ber Winds, an ensemble of musicians
drawn from the ranks of the Detroit

Lubeck, Germany.
“This festival enhances the quallly
of life in the communitica we serve,”

h and Michigan Opera The-
atre orchestras; violinlst Miriam
Fried; violinlst/violist Paul Biss; ccl-
list Nathanicl Rosen; the Amernect

colm Johnston, and Mexican cellist JauterAnas-Flores will !
be performing at the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival.

String Quartet; and Gail Hirschen-
fang.

Here are highlights about the fea.
tured performers.

W Fried has played with virtually eve-
ry major orchestra, She won the Pa-
ganini International Competition and
waa the first woman to win the Queen
Elizabeth International Competition.

8 Rosen ia the first American ever to
win the Gold Meda! at the Tchaikov-
sky International Competition.

8 Biss, o professor at Indiana Unvi-
crsity, is a former member of the

Berkshire Quartet and an active per-
former throughout North Ammc.l

and Europe, ‘

B The Amemet String Quartet wa4
recently awarded first prize at both
the Fischoff Chamber Music Campe:
tition and the Tokyo Inumluonnl
Music Competition. H
1
i
® Hirachenfang, soprano, had
appeared a8 a soloist with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and Buffalo
Philharmonic. She is the cantor at
Temple Beth EI

Outstanding chamber music groups, soloists to perform

Don't mias the opportunity to hear
outstanding musiciana perform a va.
ricty of music at the Great Lakea
Chamber Music Festival, June 11 to
18, A scries of six concerts are
palnned, three at Temple Beth El
and three at St. Hugo of the Hills.

Tomple Beth El is on the comer of
Telegraph and 14 Mile Road. St
Hugo of the Hilla is on the comer of
Opdyke and Hickory Grove. Call
(810) 3622622 or 'l"chtmnur. {810)

-6666.

Hero's the concert schedule.

B 8 p.m. Saturday, June 11, Temple
Beth El — Detroft Chamber Winds,

James Tocco, piano. Fanfare from ‘La
Peri” by Duln, Suite from “Don
Giovanni,” Mozart; Concerto for Pi-
ano and Wind Instruments, Stravin-
sky; Summer Music, Barber; and
Rhapsody in Blue, Gershwin,

W 7 p.m. Sunday, June 12, St. Hugo
of the Hills Chapel — Nathanicl
Rosen, Amernet String Quartet. Suite
No. 1 for unaccompanicd cello, Bach;
String Quartet, op. 3, Berg; and Cello
Quintet in C Major, op. 163, D. 956,
Schubert.

B 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 14, Temple
Beth El — Tocca, Rosen, Gail Hir-

achenfang, Amemet String Quartet.
La Cmation du Monde, Milhaud; 11
‘Tramonto, Respighi; Sonatina No. &
in D Major for piano and cello, Bee-
thoven; String Quartet in F. Major,
Ravel.

® 8 p.m. Thursday, June 16, Temple
Beth El — Mirian Fried, Paul Biss,
Tocco, Jonathan Biss, 14, piano.
Sonntina for violin and piano, op 100,
Dvorak; Duo for violin and viola, K.
423, Mozart; Jeux d’Esu (1901), Ra-
vel; Ballade ! in G minor, op. 23,
Chopin; Sonata in A. Major for violin
and piano, Franck.

% 2 p.m. Sunday, June 12, St. Hugo
of the Hilla — Detroit Chamber
Winds Brass Ensemble. Free outdoor
congert.

& 8 p.m. Saturday, Junc 18, St. Hugo
Sanctuary — Fried, Biss, Rosen, Ste-

phen Molina, double bass, Tocco,
Hirschenfang, Laurence Liberson,
clariet. Sonatina in G Minor for violin
and piano, Schubert; Notturno for vi-
olin, cello, and piano, Schubert;
Shepherd on the Rock for soprano,
clarinet and piano, Schubert; Quintet
in A Major for piano and strings
“Trout”, Schubert.
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OCEANIA GRAND BUFFET

UNITED STATES

W cater to Rooms from 1S (0 500 Guests

29900 Van Oyks (8 un un-) Ammm nu v-a. Conter 874-1423

VINGS BONDS

Chef Marty Wik invites you to help celebtate
the Excalibur's 16th Annlversary and the new
co-ownorship of the 4th Sticet Bakery
with @ tew sweet dinner offers
Savory 16 oz. Pime Rib,
Maryland Sott Shell Crabs

or lb. (16 oz.) Live Maine Lobster

Your Choice for $16.00
Inchucesoup, salad ond vegetobie
Avoiabie Monday - Frday
Live Music ond Dancing Tuesday - Saturday
28875 Frankiin Rd, « Southfleld - 358-3355

1 AM.-2 P.M.
Buy One - Get One FREE !

{

’5 -95 Per Person }

698-2210 |

9531 Highland Rd (M:59) |
BIRGRE+x l

HEADLINING
JUNE 3rd & 4th
MICEREL ORENSTEIN

MIcMuI has beenseenonA &
“Comedy on lhv Ro-d' &
“Chcpl Comedy Hou
His Improvisational humot wil
Lavgh you siityt
Also Appearing... PROVIDED BY
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