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‘Those who qualified were pointed
10 the rght and were doomed to
rrushing labor and eventual
death. The old, the young, moat
women, the weak, were waved to
The 1ot and were doomed to Im-
imediate death by gasalng, then
‘buming in crematoria or an out.
‘door pit.

: Father's love
, Jacob Offon instructed his
1 youngest son, “Get behind me,
+ and atand on your toes.” The 88
 man polnted past Jacch at Ber.
. nard, and slgnaled “right” to joln
* the laborers, Offen looked back to
+ see hia father motioned to the loft,
to desth. Their eyes met in n last
momont of desperation and love
and goodbye, and it was over.
When Offen was having his
, identification number, B-7185,
+ painfully tattooed on his forearm
1 later that day, he asked of another
{ inmate, “Do you know what hap.
; pened to my father?" “He went up
i tllw chimney,” was the man’s re-
' ply.
1At least, If it can be of any sol-
* ace, Offen knows where and likely
» how his father dled. His mother,
. sister, grandmother and grandfa.
!ther were abducted by Nazi
! troopers in scparale raide of the
i Krakow ghetto and never seen or
+ heard from agaln,

; Rabbi's memories

Rabbi Rosenzveig was a teenag-
er in one of the many thriving
Jewish communities of Poland
when the lightning of World War
11 struck that country In Septem-
ber of 1939, He fled to Rusaia and
[

caped.
This trip is his fourth retumn to
\the death camps. Poland, once
! the home of an estimated 3.3 mil-
lion closely knit Jews, today
houses a humber estimsated aa
‘low as only 4,000 but certainly no
more than 20,000, Nearly 90 per-
cent of Pollsh Jews were
alaughtered in the Holocaust, and
hundreds of their survivors were
* murdered in Poland when they re-
tumed to reclaim thelr property
efter the war,
As Offen tells his story at Birk-
ensy, as the camera crew tapes

Detroit Woamen Writers will
present “Potpourri: An Evening
of Readings” at Detroit Public Li-
brary, 5201 Woodward Avenue,
Detrolt, 7-9 p.m. on Wednesday
June 15.

This fourth annual showcase of
members’ work, which is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the De.
troit Library, will feature the fol-
-lowing authors who will read se-
“lections from thelr works:

! Doris Scharfent — extens

the gas chamber end crematorium
at the maln Auschwitz grounds,
23 the team stares jn silent shock
ot the mountains of shoes and
suitcases and Jewish prayor
shawls eccumulated at the haunt-
ed prison camp called Majdanek,
the rabbl paces, hia head down, in
constant aimlesw motion.

“It 1s very difficult, sald
Rosenzveig. “Very difflcult.”

Questions concerning the total
number of those put to death and
imprisoned, the work of both col-
Iaborators who helped Nazi per-
sccution and the “righteous” in
varjous countries who aided the
hunted, the relative numbers of
Poles, Russians, Germans and
Gypsles who disappeared in the
killing apparatus, the position of
tho Vatican regarding Jewish op-
pression, and allegations of inade-
quate response by the Allied pow-
ers to the emergency have scrved
to make the Holocaust a highly
sensitive subject.

That the Soviet U‘ninn liberat-
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caust seem etched in the stone of
Mnjdanek, where a granite memo-
rinl that covers o sea of ashes and
human bone fragments intones
“Let Our Fate Be Your Warning,”
controversy continues about the
n:ltlunl numbers of the temible
toll.

Death count changes

The traditional number of estl-
mated Jewlsh dead in what s
called the “Shoah,” or catastroph-
fc destruction, has long been slx
milllon. More recent figures,
based on delayed Soviet informa-
tion, indicate the number could
be closer to 52 million dead.
However, some belleve that a new
counting process currently under
way will reveal that up to seven
miilion Jews petlshed, out of an
estimated 8.9 milllon who lived in
Europe in the 1930s,

Rabb} Rosenzvelg, his historian
colleagues, and Holocaust survi-
vors stress that in considering the

ity of those b it is

an
Poland and most of the key con-
centratlon camp sites, often jug-
gling historical facts to fit politi-
cal ends, aggravated the problem.

Crime of history
Additionalls, the

important not to ascribe the crime
merely to Adolf Hitler or to o lu-
natle aberration of the human
soul.

The Holocaust existed as a
public function of 8 sitting gov-

R ‘We unleamed to laugh, we cannot cry any-
more, we do not understand our freedom yet,
all this because we aro stiil with our dead com-
rados. We aro not allve. We are dead.’

Dr. Zalman Grinberg

Hungary, Austria, the Nether-
lands, Slovakia, Belgium, Nor
way, Yugoslavia, Rumania, Bul-
garia, Luxembourg, Crostia.

No exlt

Many heard the officlal wel-
come offered to inmates of Aus-
chwitz by SS commandant Karl
Fritzsch: “You have just arrived
not to a sanatorium, but to a Ger-
man concentration camp, from
which there ia no exit but through
the crematorium chimney, If
there are among you Jews, they
don’t have the right to live longer
than two weeks; if priests, not
longer thon four weeks; the rest —
three montha.”

In the words of liberated pris-
oner Dr. Zalman Grinberg: “We
unlearned to laugh, we cannot cry

we do not und d

emment, with tena of th d
f b \

and
heartache the civilized world felt
on viewing the gruesome images
of the camps when they were li-
berated in 1944 and 1945 served
to allow mankind to turn ita face
awsy from what Winston Church-
ill termed “'probably the greatest
and most horrible crime ever com-
mitted in the whole history of the
world.”

Possibly only now has “Schin-
dler's List" made a direct world-
wide confrontation of the Holo-
caust posaible. The movie made
successful debuts in both Germa-
ny and Poland the very week that
Offen once ogain walked the
grounds of Birkenau,

At his Hol A i1

o § in the
daily eradication of a race of peo-
ple. At Auschwitz, functionaries

our freedom yet, all this because
we are still with our dead com-
rades, We are not alive. We are

s diverse an doctors, train engi-  dead.”
necers, poixon gas B, The el of the survivors
and  victim-tabulating  accoun-  vid d for the b

ed to tell that I was in a concen-
tration camp. (People thought)
you must have done something
wrong. The German people were
intelligent people, doctors, profes-
sors; they wouldn't do something
like that,

“Very, very fine peopla perished
here,” sald Bomba. “People be-
lieving in God with all their
hearts, and they come to s placo
like this, and they know that five
minutes after they will all be
dead, that is the thing that & man
has in his mind and in his heart.
You live with it, even if you go to
a concert or a wedding.”

Bomba, the last survivor of
Treblinka, was used as a barber
by the Nazis, made to cut the hair
of Jewish women about to enter
the gas chamber. He knew what
their {ate was, but he could not let
on. He could not save the wives,
mothers and sisters of some of his
closest friends, nat even relatives.
He had to hand over babies hid-
den by their mothers outaide the

hamber. They were immediately

tants helped to make up the for
flung killing machine,

1t is certainly true that other
nationalities, particularly gthe
Poles, suffered terribly under the
Nuzis. Patriots, the intelligentsia,
priests — they were crushed in
the conquered countries. But the
Jews alone were targeted oy &
race, hunted down for mass evac-
uation and slavghter.

Their millions who died were
overwhelmingly apolitical and

Center at Maple and Drake roads
in West Bloomfield, the first such
center in America, the rabbi hos
seen the most public response in
10 ycars of operation.

While the lessons of the Holo-

writer and 1 for “House

had no i in the war
indeed, the German nationals
among them were as guilty as
those of opposing Poland or
France or the Soviet Union, und
ended up suffering the same fates
as Jews of allied Italy, or Grdece,

Ei * *Octuvia and Other

of Cammunications,” A past pres.
ident of the Detroit Profeasional
Chapter of Women in Cammuni-
cations, this award-winning co-
pywriter Is also a published poet.
She will read from *'Langunge
Bias Persists,” an article pub-
lished in *The Professional Com-
municator,” January 1994.
Nancy Mitchell ~ recipient of
thé 1994 Creative Artist Grant,
ded by The Arts Foundation

sively published travel writer and
photographer. An expert on Mich-
igan travel, she is a winnee of the
Governor's Award and a designat-
ed “Ambassader of Michigan
Touriam." Scharfenberg, who
lives in Farmington Hills, will
read from her recently reprinted
“Laong Blue Edge of Summer: A
Gulde to the Shorelines of Michi-

n.
Darlene House — principal

of Michigan. Mitchell, whose
published work includes short
stories, poetry, articles and en-
snys, is o resident of Walled Lake.

She will read from her young
adult novel: “Beatrice: Of End-
ings and Beginnings.”

Naomi Long Madgett — 1993
winner of the Michigan Artists
Award. She is the critlcally ac-
claimed nuthor of cight volumeca
of poetry including “Exita and
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Poems” end “Remembrances of
Spring."” “Adam of life: Black
Women in Praise of Black Men,"
is one of mare than 100 antholo-
gies which include her poetry.
Elizabeth Chin King — author
of four books on Chincse cooking,
the latest of which is “The Outra-
geously Low-Fat Chinese Gour-
met.” Born in Shanghai, she now
lives in Bloomfield Hills and s a
local leader and medin spokesper-
son far Human Righta for China.
As well as giving recipes, she

Moon project is often overwhelm-
ing. West Bloomfield resident
George Vine recounts how his fa-
ther kept assuring his son that
the real Germans, the good Ger-
mans, would scon come along to
renounce the actions of the S8
few. His father ndmired the Ger-
mans beyond any nationality in
Europe. Only Vine survived of his
family.

Eva Kor, who, with her twin
wister, was used for medical exper-
iments by infamous S8 doctor
Josef Mengele, speaks to her late
mother ot the very site at Aus-
chwitz where she last sgw her
alive,

Abe Bombe, who lost his family
at Treblinks, says: I was ashom-

Evening of readings is presented by women writers

will apeak on the culture and ori-
ging of the food she prepares.

Margo LaGattuta — poct, writ-
ing teacher and host of the radio
ahow, “Art in the Air.” La Gatul-
ta will read from “Embracing the
Fall* the Rochester resident's
fourth collection of poetry.

Admission is free. There's free
parking in the library's guarded

murdered.

On finishing his difficult testi-
mony before the September Moon
cameras, he sadly surveyed the
grounds of Treblinka and simply
said, “1 will never come back here
again.”

Unthinkable scenes

The September Moon team has
arranged a rare pighttime video-
taping at Auschwitz IL The land
retaine its ability to inspire black
dread, particularly as darkness
overtakes the sky. Rosenzveig
hegitates ns he bLends under a
string of lifted barbed wire to en-
ter the area, He had also flinched
earlier the same day, crossing 8

simple lyrics tell of a rabbi teach’
ing children the ajphabet. As Off
fen's volce echoes across the once!
xavage grounds, cameraman Kev;
in Hewitt moves his focus past
Offen and Into the imposing facy
of & bright searchlight over hl
shoulder. For s moment, past an
present merge kn stunning [rony.
Rosenzveig takes his own smal]
solace from the horrors ho bas de)
voted a lifetime to chronicling
The Nazis, by their own testimo-
ny, humiliated their victims to
dehumanize them, They stripped
the Jews, whipped them, spat ol
them, to: them, mock
them., 4

Honor exists

“The Nazis desperately tried
dehumanize the Jews,|
Rosenzveig aaid. “The Mm?{‘
thing is that they never su A
ed. And they couldn't understandl
it. In that sense, the Germanp
were defeated. Even after the war,
many victims had the opportunity
to kill their guards, but the]
couldn’t do it. They remainefl
human, which they (the Nesid
never were.”

The day after his testimony, at
the director’s office of the Aus-
chwitz main barracks, Offep
found his name entered on the
Nazi list of prisoners, *Offen, B,
Student. Bom 4-17-24.” His actd-
al birthday is April 17, 1929, The
lie that saved his life was concocts
ed by the next name on the list,
“Offen, J. Shoe Repairman.” :

Later that afternoon, Bernard
is asked to pose with a friend out,
side the gas chamber. “Get in
here,” he says. “Have your pictura
taken with the ane who got nwny.":

.
Tom Del.isle of Clinton Towni
ship is a free-lance writer and teles
vision producer who accompanis
;‘I'wnd&pkmbcr Moon team in Po:

lot off Putnam. Refresh wi
be served.

For information call: 833-4048,
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