|

The Observer! THURSDAY, Junxz 1994

(51 xc

(Gambling pro accused of cheatmg in Windsor

BY PAT MURPHY
Brary W

The West Bloomfield woman
accused of cheating at blackjack
in Windsor was part of a syndi.
cato that nvests in gambling,
much the same as people In an
offico who pool thelr money to
buy lottery tickets, according to
her lawyer,

But when the woman and two
others were arreatod Saturday —
and stip-scarchod — thoy were lo-
gally playing smart blackjack, not
counting cards as the Ontarlo
Provincial Polico claim, sald the
lawyer for Barbara Dar.

"Tho chargos sre propos-
terous,” Dancey sald Tuesday, af-
ter, which lbe declined to elabo-
rate about the arrests or the two
days for which ahe and her com-
panions were held until released
Monday,

Dancey did, however, provide
the name of her attorney, who
22ld Ontario police were boluvinl
more like the Keystone Cops than
the highly trained profesafonals

ey are touted o be,

"It she were gulity, I wouldn't
say anything” said lawyer Don-
ald Tait, whm office Is In Wind-
sor. “But sho's not. 8o it's In the
best lnumu of my client to tell
her side.”

Ontario police srrested Dancey,
56, Chr{ntopbnr Zalls, 29, of Masl.
ton, NJ., and Karen Conroy, 28,
of State Collvp. Pa,, about 10:40
a.m, after the trio had boon play-
ing for throe days.

Thelr attomey sald they hed
boen losing huvily for two dm
but wers arrested when thelr luck
appeared to be changing. “My cli-
ents had won about $8,000, but
wore still way behind,” said Tait.

M ‘If she were gullty, ) wouldn't say anything.
But she's not. S0 [t's In the best Interests of my

cliont to teil hor side.’

lawyer Donald Tait

is charged widl.b eonuplring

rng. “Wan nnt Lxlkin; about
he sald.

play, chargea
maximum penality of two years in

prison,
Police aaid the Incident marks

the first time anyone has been ar-’
rosted on cheating charges at the
Windsor casino, which opened
last month. Ontario bas hed fe-
galized roulette and blackjack
gambling on a limited baafs for

several years.

According to Detective Sgt.
John M. White, Dancey and her
companions are part of an inter-
naticnal  high-stakes bl

"’l"lwy were playing at a table
where the minimum is $100 end
the maximum $3,000,"

‘They were using a set of beads,
‘White said, to keep track of aces,
tena and fsce cards so they wuld
vary their bet and — by

heard of the defendants, accord-
ing to spokesman Michae! Pol-
lock. Thelr names were not on the
commission’s “exclusion list,” the
roster of poople barred from gam-

nE.

‘That list usually has about 150
names, and is periodically updat-
ed. “Most of the people on tha list
aro associated with organized
crlmn We havo very few cheat-

Countinx is legal in New Jer-
80y, Pollock sald, as long as the
player- dn not uso an electronic or

1 Pollock

— improve thelr chances of win-
nlnl-

Furthermore, Whitas aaid, two of
the three defendants — he declin-
eod to say who — “are known to
authorities in Atlantic City."

’l'hn Now Jaruy Casino Control
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eaid he had never heard of somo-
body using beads — except maybe
to pray.

Tait, who also represents Zalls
and Conroy, said he didn't know
if New Jersey authorities knew of
bis clients or not. “But what they
do Js not jllegal. They try to play
smart , .mnnd when tarted
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Tsjuald bis cuenum in the
high-rollers section of the casino,

where high-stakes players are al-
pnnlnn- who

betting -
with money prwlded by Investors
confident in hla biackjack skills
— while Dancey and Conroy were
watching.

They u!kod among themselves,
the lawyer sald, like players spec-
ulating about upcoming cards.
The conversation Is legal, he said,
and aimed at trying to equalize
the odds. No computer or calcula-
tor was involved.

The beads, Tait said, are used
to keep track of the commission
the bettor's sssociatos are paid for
being right when thoy guess about
aces or other premium cards.
“The beads have nothing to do
with counting,” he said.

Nevertheless, police confiscatod
the besds, Tait said, along with
$18,000 worth of chips and about
$12,000 in cash.

The next acheduled court date -

for Dancey, Zalls and Conroy is
July18.
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