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s ylvie Ball, a Cranbrook Kingewood High Sitting Bull
M School gradunte, has sot her sighta on in 1881,
history in a scries of paintings.
Ball, now an artist working out of New York,
interprets military aircraft emblems dating to
World War 1L
The markings identified an aircraft by unit,

mission, theater of action and period. Before
putting them onto large canvases (some as big as
66 by 66 inches), Ball researched the markings
in books, and military jun) d

“You might go into n little bookstore, start
talking to someone, they'l] have a atory to tel},”
snid Ball, who warka in a renovated studio that
she said looks like a gallery.

The artiat began the series during the Gulf’
War, It was shown at the Patersan Museum in
Paterson, N.J., last summer and at the Sloan
Musxeum in Flint lnst fall. Plane fragmenta and
parnch have iod the exhibit.

Ball presents American, British, French and
German emblems in minimalistic works that fill
the canvas and exert an attraction.

“Abje” is o bold white star on a pavy blue
field. “Balkenkreuz,” in white and black, resem-
bles part of a maze and conveys a severe tone.
The red “Free French Cross,” on a white back-
ground, has a touch of both aristocracy and reli-
gion. The somber “Hinomaru™ is a large red dot
edged in white, “Bogey,” “Scramble™ and
“Tallyho™ are colorful bull's eyes of concentric
circles,

“{'m still into military signage. That particu-
lar motif seemed to get a lot of attention and
wparked the most interest.”

Ball was born in 1958, After Cranbrook
King ], she ded the Washi
University School of Fine Arts in St. Louin 1976-
78 und carned a bachelor of fine arts degree from
the School of Visun] Arts in New York in 1982,

The artist would like to hove a show in this
area someday.

“All the galleries are in Birminghom.

“I'm stil} catablishing mysell . . . it'an
tough nudience out here in New York."

Her advice to other artists and would-be
artists is to keep maving your work, “develop
your own voice.”

‘Fabulous Fakes’

The Artists’ Gallery, 30905 Orchard Lako
Road in Farmington Hills (call (810) 855-8832),
in prescnting a show called “Fabulous Fakes™
through June 5.

The pieces may scem familiar, but look again.
They nre by featured artist Rashn, who does ren-
derings of works of Monet, Renoir, Klimt,
Lautrec, Gouguin and O'Keefle.

-Signs of ‘Hope'

“The Realistic Figure - Hope™ ia the titlo of
David Mandiberg’s one-man exhibit at tho
Cunniff Studio-Gallery, 11 S. Broadway in Lake
Orion. It features aculpturea that have strong
pulls on the viewer.

“ise figure
sphinx but with an infectious ease.
*Coffeehouse” is made up of cubes and squares,
altered by the sculptor’s sensitive touch to form
a seated figure holding both hands around a cup
as if drawing its warmth.

“Succeeding” in a figure at work with o de-

1ni [XTs

a

- tailed face showing determination and pride.
- *Healing" is a vague ahape with one arm up,

asking for help or gesturing in triumph.
Mandiberg haa been included in the

- Transforming Visions show at the Sworda Into

Plowshares Gallery in Detroit. The gallery and
carving, “Peace,”
for ita permanent collection.
. ‘The artist was also featured in a show at the
: One Twenty Eight gallery In New York City.
His Cunniff Studio-Oallery show continues
through June 3. Call (810) 683-3832,

Mary Klemic iz editor of the Oakland County
Creative Living section. You may call her at (810}
- 901-2868. Her fox number is (810) 644-1314.

i™ LOOKING AHEAD

_ What to watch for in Creative Living next week:
'3 A lock at a furniture shaw taking plsco st
:}(;::Ammhnnklln.

@ Marty Figley's Garden Spot column.
' Eahibltions, ast gallery event listings.

through June 26.

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SPECIAL WRITER

Upon viewing the Detroit
Instituto of Arts exhibition, “Art of
the American Indian Frontier: The

Chandler-Pohrt Collection,” a
scnoee of reverence for n culture
threatencd with extinction 150
years ago, only to endure by ex-
pressing Py =
thomselves [ it
in art, over-
comes  the
viewer,

“It's ono of
the most im-
portant col-
lectiona of
Plains,
Woodlands :
and Prairie prrong
Indians ncross
the nation,” said DIA exhibitions
assistant Lisn Ann Roberts of
Plymouth.

Collected by Milford G. Chandler
and Richard A. Pohrt, the 152 cb-
jocta include elaborately beaded for-
mnl dress and moccasina, feather
bonnots, smoking pipes, painted
drums and shield, wooden feasting
bowls, utensils, weapons of war and
toola, sculptures and drawings by
artists from the Great Lakes and
Plains regicns.

They remain on exhibit th 3t

Aliving, 18th-century history documents the art
and culture of America’s native people ina
Detroit Institute of Arts exhibition running

Woodward.

“It'a the most visually dazzling
collection of American Indian art
ever to be orgnnized into an exhibi-
tion,” said David W. Pennoey, exhi-
bition ca-curator with George P.
Horse Capture.

Organized by the DIA in associ-
ation with the Nationa) Gallery of
Art, Washington, D.C, and the
Buffalo Bill Historical Center,
Cody, Wyoming, the exhibit focus-
©a on American Indlan tribes, in-
cluding Crow, Sioux, Chippews,
Iroquois, Ottawn, Huron,
Seminole, Winnobaga, Creck,
Kickapoo, Delaware, Potuwatomi
and Shawnee.

“Wo've organized the exhibition
into o story beginning in the Chio
territaries that features 30 tribes,
‘This was o time when tho Indian
people were struggling for sur-
vival. It was a time of creativity, a
time of experimentation with now
medin and methods of artistic ex-
pression,” snig Penney, DIA associ-
ate curatar of African, Oceanic and
Now World Cultures.

Many ovents afTected the art of
the native peoples. With the ar
rival of European Americans and
the fur trade era cnme accessibility
to new materinls such as glasa
bonds, ailk ribbon and silver

June 26 at the muscum, 5200
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Formal dress:
A crow man’s
shirt (c. 1860)
of buckskin,
buffalo hide,
porcupine
quills, human
hair and
pigment, and
a feather
bonnett (circa
1890) of
buckskin,
eagle feathers,
ennine skins
and cow tail
_ incorporate
-geed bead
embroidery in
their designs.

Ancient glory still shines in show

Even utilitarian objects show the
glory and grandeur of the ancient
world in the current oxhibit nt
Donna Jacobs Gallery Ltd., 574 N.
Woodward in Birmingham.

Deity, animals and designs ndorn
many of the items, which range
from a cloak pin to statues to large
voses and architectural oloments.
‘The display continues to June 18.

A Roman bronze oil lamp from
the first century A.D. features a the-
atrical mask on the handle. A simi-
jar ornate design ie found in o
Roman architectural plece from the
secand to third century A.D.

Two terracotta jugs joined with a
handle in the middle bear brown, rod
and pink hues. The pleca dates from
the third century B.C. A bow] has

raised imaoges on its outer surface.

On a largor aczle are krators,
which are like big vasos, One from
the aixth to fourth century B.C. is
ringed with black horses as well ns
stripes, banda and & tiny checkered
pattern. Another from Italy 340-320
B.C. has lion mask handles.

A ribbed mug from a Greek
colony in South Italy from the
fourth to third century B.C. shows
quiet elegance. A larger pieco darker
in color and tone from 800 to 576
B.C. is otched with three liona, one
holding a human leg in its mouth,

Minerva, the goddess of war, is
depicted in a tiny bronze work from
the second to third contury A.D. It is
30 detajled that the folds of hor flow-
{ng robe and the tocs of her foot can
be seen. She woars the breastplate
of Medusa, and has one hand (that

once hold a spear) raised. A diffor-
ent statclinesa ia goen in o bal-
samarium from the third century
B.C. in the form of 8 woman's head.
The head leaturea bound hair, pen.
dant carrings and distinct oyes.

In Roman bronze of Hercules, he
is shown in a pose with one hand
behind his back, looking at what he
scoms to hald efforticaaly in the
other arm. He looks aa though he is
aware of and comfortable with hia
powerful strength.

Hours arc ! a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, 1-6 p.m.
Saturday. Call (810) 540-1600.

Powerful pattom: This ancient
krater featurea patterns of
horses, bands and checkered
squares.

E. Maple, Binml:

caliing (810) 1314.
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Artbeat festures various happenings in the sub-
urban arts world, Send news leads to: Croative
Living. Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
am 48009, or fax them by
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cap at a little “ceremony” ot the fair, at which

by the Pontine O

July 23-24, at the Van Hoosen Musoum property
in Rocheater. The art display and sals is spon.

and will be one of & large numbor of events tak-
ing place to colebrate the opening of the newly
renovatsd bamns on the museum grounds, For

entry information, call Julie Smith at (810) 673~
9728 or Ruth Allen at (810) 375-2320.
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i CALL FOR ART i
Area artiats are invited to participate in the ju- . 5 LION ITEM
the artist maden  ried art festival planned for Baturday-Sund Gallery

and Society of Artists

F allery,
Hills, la moving its retail and wholosale opera-
tions to 167 N, Woadward in Birmingham. Call

874 N. Woodward in
Birmingham, will bo the scene of an unusual
resentation on the making of Disnoy’s *The
on King* Thursday, June 2. Tho avening wiil
encompass a live presentation by a Disney rep-
resentative and a speci.
on the film. Call (810) 644-8312.

al 15-minute featurette

S

e

—m o aee - = e

[P




