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No garbage: When it comes to
recycling, some Farmington-area
kids don't think it's a bunch of
garbage. /3A

Remember the roots: Samantha
Yelian, an eighth-grader at O.E.
Dunckel Middle School, recalled
her Asian heritage in an award-
winning essay. /SA

The blg seven-oh: The Farming-
ton Exchange Club, one of the
area’s oldest such organizations,
turns 70 this year. /10A

Open house: A former Red Wing
hockey star will be on hand at the
seventh annual Farmington Hills
Police Department open house.

Cheesecake champlons: Local
cooks share prize-winning cheese-
cake recipes. /1B

Wine column: Meet Michaela
Rodeno of St. Supery winery in
the heart of the Napa Valley. /1B

Mall in Southfield remodels its fa-
cade to let in light and dollar-wise
shoppers. /6A

Lending a hand: The soon-to-
open Parisian department store in
Livonia has $10,000 for a worthy
agency serving metro families.
/6A

Valuable cha;ges: Tel-Twelve

Blues news: They may be how-
lin’ in Chicago, but in Detroit,
where there once were a few bands
and a few venues, there are now
plenty of performers and a strong
club circuit. /8A

SPORTS

Softball toumey:
was assured of

Farmington
g ving a district
champion Saturday since the field
included all four schools. /1C

g Furry Cents

Highmeadow high fives honor

plary status,
BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYY WRITER

Seven years ogo, Highmeadow
Common Campus dldn't eyiat. To-
day, the schoal is the apple of the na-

tion's educational oye.
Highmeadow iz a national exem-

Smiles are plentiful around Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus in Farmington Hills these days.
Highmeadow recently became the third school in
the Farmington District to earn national exem-

plary school.

Principal Janice Colllton recelved
the word In a phone call last week
from the Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram of the United States Depart-
ment of Education. She's still await-
ing written notification.

“All T know is we got the award,”
Colliton sald. *Yesasal”

High dow's honor
something of an exemplary hat teick
for the Farmington Public Schools.

Last year, North I{Aml.n:tnn l!l;h

curriculum and instruction, student
environment, and parent and commu-
nity support.

‘There waa a special emphasis on
math and science this year, Colliton
said, Some 276 schools natlonwide

came away with
honors, Kenbrook Elementary was
chosen as a stato exemplary school in
1991,

Highmeadow was nelected as a
state excmplary schoo! earlier this
year. It's applicstion went to the na-
!lm}ul Le,mmnlll\.ml.l which ’iooh at

were sel by the Blue Ribbon
Schools committse.

Highmeadow hes quickly galned a
reputation for excellence in six yoars
of existence.

As ono of the district’s two achools
of cholce, dighmeadow takes an al-

Boo HIGHMEADOW, 2A
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Two swingers from Farmington

?lhlt aplenicl: Swings are [ar swin

trate recently at S
class,

ging, as Farmington High School senior Lindsay Shook (left) and junior Jeremy Biddle
Park in Farmington. The students were enjoying a picnic with their FHS journalism

Eriason LEMITUX/STAT? PHOTOURATHIR

Officials expect happy ending to bookstore closing

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BYAry WriTza

Booka for Less at Grand River and
Farmington Road is closing. A real
estate broker, though, 1a certain a new
tenant will be found to write another
chapter on the highly visible comer of
downtown,

Books for Less will cease operath

Bullding Mohind

Chattha.

June 16 after the store's owner decid-
od not to renew his threo-year lease.
*“l have had a number of calls,”
said Mary Bush, an associate broker
at Thompson-Brown Realty in Farm-
ington Hills. Bush is the leasing
agent for the owner of the Elfman

“I'm confident, given the appropri-
ato amount of time, we can leasc that
space. As (ar as I'm concerned, it's
the most prime retail site in down.
town with ita exposure and vhl!:_llky

prominent spot in downtown is nal
tho most ideal situation. However,
city officlals are not worried.

“No, I'm not concerned. It's a
prime comer,” Farmington City Man.
ager Frank Lauhoff said, “1'd expect

on Grand River and Farmi
A patential vacancy in the most

Father, son collar burglary suspects

By PAr MunePny
HTAYY WRITER

Mirl Spencer, Farmington Hills
deputy police chief, has worked with
a few partnera in his 35-yesr careor as
a police officer.

But few were as impressive as the
‘West Bloomfield officer he teamed up
with about 6:30 p.n. Wednesday,
when thoy caught two teen-agers sua.
pocted of burglarizing m houss in
White Lake Township.

“He askod the right questlons,”
said Spencer, referring to his partner.

The partner is also his son, Robert
Spencer. And he was cqually im-

pres.

“Dad's got tremendous inatincts,”
sald the younger Spencer, who was an
Oakland County sherill's deputy be-
fore joining the Weat Bloomfield po-
lice in August 1992. "And he can real-
ly move for m guy hin age.”

Father and son teamed up by acel-
dent. The youngor Spencer, known as
Bob, was getting ready to work on &
Jeck at his father's house on
Island Road, when his dad came

saw that took I knew he was serious,”
naid Bob, “We decided to check it
out.”

The serlous look was prompted by
two teen-agers the elder Spencer no-
ticed on the way home. “They wero
coming out of a wooded aroa that usu-
ally doesn’t have many visitors," ho
sald. “They scemed nervous.™

Acting on Instinct, the plain.
clothed Spencers approached the
teen-agers and asked If they were lost.
. wors nervous and evasive,”
said the elder Spencer. It was obwi-

Sce CLOSING, 2A
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