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Falcons give Panthers a battle before going down

By STXVE KowaLsxs
STy Wuma

Farmington High senior lefi-
handee Mike Williams did sll he
cwuld in a 4.3 eight-inning loss
Satuniay to Redford Union in a
Ulass A district semifinal base-
hal! game at RU.

Williams held strong-hitting
RU to three runs on four hits
through seven innings.

Even more uneapectedly, the
nght-hitting Williams bit a two-
~un home run over the leR-ceatet
tield fence in the fifth inning off
:he Panthers’ junior pitching ace,
Bi1an Berryman.

“He's got power, and 1 got it up
e he likes them,” said Berry.

Baseball

But with HU ahead 3.2 and
Williams due to lead off against
Beryman in the bottom of the
aeventh, Farmington coach Kevin
Kanzman called for Ron Salo-
monson ta pinch hit.

1t was the best move of the day.

Salomonsun, who sat the first
G'a innings because of missing
practice un Wednesday, led off
with a single and scored the even-
tual tying run on Jake Siskosky's
sacrifice fly.

**Mike is hitting .170 something
and we had the chance to have
our best hitter at the plate,”
Kansman said. “Who would you
rather lead off? Mike or Ron?"”

The Panthers persevered, how-
ever, scoring the game-winnping
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run off Salumonson in the eighth
on an iffield error. Salomonson
struck out the first batter he faced

RU sophomore Billy Morris
also fanned but reached first base
when the third strike ended up at
the backstop.

Morris went to third base on
Jason Mitchell's eingle and
scored when Tom Crowley's
ground batl was thrown wildly to
second base on a ficlder's cholce
attempt.

RU advanced to the final, in
which it lost to Farmington Hills
Harrison 12.8.

The loss vnded Farmington's
season st 1514 overall. The fu.
ture looks prumising, with 12 of
the 17 players on Farmington's

Alun Smerecki are the thove

isun freshman starters.

T was a cumbination of them

1.:*1 ol players and we're in
n~af, and they've done a good

H ”e:’\'l."on said.

We weren’t expecting to do
sesch but cuach said we had a
tty good shot if we worked
Land in trsvuts,” Ghannam said.
“Ihe team really hit well and |
cunfident going in to pitch. If
wae a tight game, I would hase
rore Rersous because 'm a

rwokie. At the beginning of the
yvar, the upperclassmen called
me ‘Rook,’ but we proved we be-
long.”

Jake Lawson pitched the first
5t3 innings before being lifted
when RU broke through in the
sixth.

RU finished the scason 27.6
overall and battled until the end
despite the early and big deficit.
Tom Cruwley had an RBI single,
Larry Narkiewicz a two-run dou-
ble and Steve Smith an RBI

triple in the sixth. Brian Berry-
man increased the Panthers’
chances in the seventh with a
two-run humer over the fence hut
Ghannam got the next two batters
to end the game.

"More than snything oue pride
is hurt,” RU coach Rick Berry-
man said. “I feel bad. It's one
game, it's a loss, but I titl
proad of the good season. We just
came up flat. But we played hand
and didn't give up.”

Eaglets defeat Trojans in district

E)—'m.e a 6-19 record, Orchand
Mary's is still alise in
state Class C bascball tourna.

The Eaglets. behind the siz-hit
ng uf Steve Andrzriak. won
y's Madenna University
fistrice with a 6-3 triumph
vizr Lisunia Clarenceville.

The Eaglets now advance to the
al <emifinals this Saturday

l‘) at Riverview Gabriel

Jim Bush led the OLSM offen-
sive attack, going 3-for-4, includ-
ing a solo homet in the fourth in-
ning off Clarenceville starter and
loser Mark Juncaj.

Brian DeCaite and Chris Fryer
each had two hits for the Trojans,
who bowed out with an 11.15
recond.

Clarenceville advanced to the

final with & 15.3 five-inning mer-
¢y tule win over Detroit Benedic-
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tine, as winning pitcher Robby
Ashton allowed two hits over four
innings.

Juncaj knocked in four runs,
including a three-run triple in the
third inning. DeCaire contributed
a triple, double and four RBls,
while Ali Nehmeh added two hits
and three RBIa.

In the other semifinal, Orchard
Lake St. Mary's blanked Luther-
an High Westland, 3-0.

“That’s ore thing that has
buted us all year. We make a
uTucial mistake, and that leads to
anuiher. You can't afferd 0 give
smaad teams four ot five outs.”

Harrison J=ft  six runners
nded over the next three inn.
. and losing pitcher Becky
Thumam escaped a bases-loaded
Jrmin the sixth,

Schneider's RBl single pro-
dicml an insurance run in the
seventh. Renee Ouellette’s sin.
ri~d and scored Amy Kelman
with the lone run for North (11.

16).
‘ “Becky Thursam threw a lot of
- ofTspeed and kept them off their
- te,” Brubaker said. "I expected
more big hita from them, but
Backy pitched a good game and
limited themn to one extra-base
kit

“I wish we could have done
ure offensively, but LaCosse to
Ler credit has developed irto one
of the area’s best pitchers.

“Harrison is a good team and
aybe it was a slow day for them,

because they didn't scem as fired
up as they were a couple weeks
azo. But they atill came out and
did the fundamental things.”

Marlins oust Falcons

The Marlins (17-14) reached
the championship game with a
12-5 win over Farmington in the
second game Saturday.

Mercy broke & 5.5 tie with a
four-run fourth inning in which
Kathy Misteravich, Heidi Wah!*
and Erin Wiche had RBI singles.

Vith regular pitcher Alana
Heikkinen still unable to pitch
because of a knee injury, the Mar-
linas posted 13 hits off Farmington
freshman Maureen Carolan.

Wiche was 3.for-4 with two
RBIa oversll. Heather Jonna and

"ah] had two hits and two RBIs
apiece, Kim Sanders two hits and
one RBI. Wahl also scored three
runs.

Jonna pitched & game

tered six hita, fanned five and
walked none but hit three batters.

Jenny Sever and Katie Lukasi-
ac_had two hits and one RBI
apiece for the Falcons {5-21).

Farmington rallied to tie 5.5
with the help of four Mercy errors
in the fourth. Sever and Suzanne
Major each had one RBI in the
inning.

The Marlins regained the lead
in the bottom half, and Piper
Metz hit & two-run homer and
Wahl an RBI single in a three-run
sixth.

“Far three or four innings, we
were right there,” Farmington
coach Julie Ingalls said.

“The giels worked hard every
day this week to get ready for to-
day. When you have a record like
ours, you can do s lot of sitting
back, but I was real happy with
the way the girls worked and tried
new things.”

for Metcy and helped her cause
with a two-run double. She scat-
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For 75 years Easter
Seals has been helping
people with disabilitics
live with dignity, equal-
ity and independence.
Because wonderful
things happen
when you give
ability a chance.
Support Easter Seals.

postseason ruster belng under-
claksmen.

The Falcons wero underdogs
against Berzyman, one of the top
Junior pitchers in the state.

“*At this level, you never know,"
Kamsman said. “Berryman's a
Ruod pncher and we expected a
low-scoting game. It came down
to who wanted it most and who
made the less mistakes. Obvious-
ly, we didn't do everything wo
wanted to this yrar but they've
played a lot Letter as the year
wenton.”

Berryman was the winning
pitcher, setting down the side in

order in the eighth desplte the
shaky soventh Inning. Berryman
scattered five hits and would have
teRt In favor of left-hander Mike
Bjerke had he allowed another in
the eighth.

Berryman struck out seven
batters, walked three and helped
his chances in the fourth when hc
picked Phil Carson off second
bun after Carson doubled up the

“Ho was pitching until he got s
man on base (in the elghth),” RU
conch Rick Berryman eaid. “1
didn't want to go with Bjerke be-
cause he waa to pitch the next
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game. Brian ilult pitches and doq'
lhc benl with what he's got l,h”

llU took a 1-0 lead in the nn(
inning.

Leadoff batter Steve Smnh
walked and after s bunt single by
Berryman, scored on a wild throw;

Morris added a two-run llndq
in the third inning. Chria Tappy, -
started the inning with a wnlb N

and Smith was aefe on an error. —, N -

But the Panthers could -aa T
only a double by Toappy the rest of -
the way agalnst Williama, who -
atruck out seven,
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