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Somathing to
smile about:
Samantha
Yelian, au-
thor of an
award-win-
ning essay,
pauses dur-
ing a busy

school day at o “ I

Dunckel
Middle
School,

.

ANN HEALKY/HTAFY PHOTUGRAPHER

Teen’s chilly arrival was a warm welcome

Thia is Samantha Yellan's
awsrd-winning essay "My Roots
In America And How I Can Nour-
inhThem.”

““The wind gushes through the
aliding doors, and I can feel the
jcy.winter alr plercing my face as 1
step, aut of the alrport. My first
image uf America in the snow-cov-
ergy, parking lot of the Capital
City Alrport. ] can taste the fresh-
ness of Lhe air, The culd breeze
switls nround me and encloses me
inea sense of belonging. Back in
Tdiwen the coldest winter tem-
peintures barely fell below 11 de-
grées Celsius, and it never
snuwed. Even when expecting o
fafry tale I am not disappointed.
The fecling is near indescribable,
1 have never seen or felt anything
so beautiful and relaxing. The

sun reflects off the fresh layer of
glass-like snow, its glitter blinds
my slght for a brief moment. §
shado my eyca and take in a deep
breath: America.

“America and Taiwan are two
very difforent places. Almost
nothing is the same. To me school
in the two countrics were tho
most different. 1 went to special
English claases for four yearn to
fearn how to speak and write well.
1 was surprised to find how kind
and understanding the teachers
are. In Taiwan we had to write
pages and pagen of the saame word
just for practics, and we would get
slapped If we didn't do what we
were told. My Engliah teacher
helped me a great deal. She would
take a few minutes of every class
just to teach me something new

shout America 30 I could become
more familiar to the country.

“My nunt waa the first person
in our family to come to America.
1 always locked forward to her
phone calls ond letters. 1 remem-
ber waiting outside our house in
Taiwan for the mallman to come
and racing upstairs a0 my mother
could read the letter to me. My
aunt would deseribe all the new
things she saw in America, and |
would pretend | was there with
her.

“America in like a big tussed
salad where people from  all
around the world come together.
People of all different sizes and
shapes, skin and hair colors of the
widest variety, and even different
religions living together like ane
big famlly.

“Many peaple ark me, ‘Do you

like Talwan or American better?’
1 think I like them both tho same,
but in different waya. Even
though America has given me new
opportunities, friends and experi-
ences, Taiwan Is where 1 wos
born, and where T grew up. If 1
was pared to Bl

Essay on roots *
buds into award "

Success in life camo early for
14-year-old Samantha Yellan, an
cighth-grader at O.E. Dunckel
Middle School In the Farmington
District.

Yelian, one of the top 10
winners in tho statewide America
& Me Essay Contest, roceived 8
$1,000 mavings bond during
awards ceremonies in Lanaing in
May, Elghth-graders from across
the state participated in the 25th-
annual contest, which is spon-
sored by Farm Bureau Insumnce.

Yelian's essay, based on the to-
pic “My Roots In Americs And
How 1 Can Nourish Them,”
eamned first place in the stato out
of 4,250 essays submitted by stu-
dents from 426 Michigan achools.

Yelian, whose roots are in
Taiwan, Is the daughter of Prank
and Helen Yelian of Fermington
Hille.

‘The top 10 winners and their
parents and teachers were treated
like visiting dignitaries during the
awards day st the State Capitol
on May 12. John Truscott, press
secretary for Gov. John Engler,
met with the young winners and
gave them a certificate of congra-
tulations from the governor.

The winners also met with Sens
Debbie Stabenow, who had an of-
ficial copy of a Benate resolution
for each of them.

Ancther highlight of the day
was being commended by Becres
tary of State Richard Austin.

After their meeting with statg,
officials, the young winners were,
honored at an awards banquet st
the Radisson Hotel in downtown
Lansing. Larry Thomas, executive
vice president, and Jack Stucko,
director of corporate communica-
tions, both of Farm Bureau Insur-
ance, presented awards to each of
the winners during the banquet.

The final ranking of top 10
winners was determined by a pan-
¢! of VIP judges made up of En-
ger. Austin, and U.S. Rep. Bob

arr,

Open to any eighth-grade atu-
dent in Michigan, the America &
Me Essay Contest was developed
in 1968 to encourage Michigan
youth to explore their roles in
America's future.

Esch winner reccived an en-
graved plaque and a zavings bond
ranging in value from $500-
$1,000.

a

Taiwan would be my foundatien,
and America would be the sup-
plies that help me huild the
building. America has helped me
grow and develop into who I am
now, nnd it will have a great influ-
ence on who [ will become.

*I will probably continue to live
here in America for a long time,
but 1 will never forget where I
came from. I will tell my children
and their children about Taiwan
and America, the countrics that
helped make me who I am.”
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Meot CLIFF FINN, Director of SWIFT KIDS |4
MODELING AGENCY, Owned by PAT
SWIFT, guost on Saly Jessie Raphael and
Today shows. SWIFT KIDS
booked on TV commercials, magazing
covers and in several feature films,
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MEADOW BROOK
LANDSCAPE & GARDEN

Explore The
10th - 12th Doty of 32
i Beautifully
Meadow Brook Hall 8 Landscaped
& Music Fentival Gardens
in Rachester,
Michigan. 7o B i\
+Topiaty 700 Water Garden ¢ Ganlen Railroad Dirplay * Clasie Car Ganden » Children's

Mare Garden ¢ Children's Ganden with Dolls & Teddy Beass » Dewabic Toctery an display
and for sale » Michigan [oner's Associstion’s “Earthly Delights 15 sculpeure walk ¢ Allied
Tiocist Association's “Tablescaper” ¢ Garden Marketplace and Bookstore

+ Plants On Sale Duting Show ¢ And mare!

sHaw TME FREE PARKING!
S Friday & Setunday: TICKETS:
g';qnlmlh)mtll‘dnr 10am-2 pm Authe gue: 33
Amscsation & Qoblend Ursrernsys Sunday: ChuMren 13 & under: $3
Noadons Brovh 110l & Musi Fral, 130 -6 pm Ohldrenunder 3: FREE.

And it's the law.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE & THURSDAY, JUNE 9 b
NNEEC OF A Men, f youre about to turn 16, ITs , TROY PLYMOUTH /o Casablancas
time to register with Selective Service 1197 E. Big Boaver 24450 Pino Tree Modeling
at any U.S. Post Office. .
cf Y It's quick. It's easy. \ 689-1090 455-0700 Mgmt., Inc.
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BACKYARD WOODEN PLAY SYSTEMS

Swguens. Broges. Se Dects. Ramo. Framans Pole. Chnlp 8ars & Fun-Enhancrg Acoracned
UM SE18 MEKT RO BAZETY BTANGARDS » DELIVERT & SBTAULATION AVANADLE

The Doll Fospttal & Toy Soldter Skop

Mile Ad. - Derkiey (61
YO.B'20; Fri 108 (Conrentertly LocH:

-10 Wory San

NOw $12989%

(Reg. $1674.00)
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RK

YOU CAN NOW AFFORD

ever.

covering RK,

New affordable prices.

Michigan Eyecare Institute is now making
Myopia Surgery (RK), more affordable than

Now accepting Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Michigan plans that cover RK Surgery.

Now participating with all other insurances

No interest, easy payment plans available.

WHY CHOOSE

How often do

“Sorry, 1 pe
“...for a limited

you simply won’t

There's no timit to. the
fun you'll

Complimentary

“Offer good while supplies last.”
You won't hear THAT at Joe Muer's!
Join us évcry Tuesday evening for a

LOBSTER NIGHT

*$10.00 per 1 1b. lobster includes:
Corn on the cob and potato of your choice

JOE MUER’S RESTAURANT
2000 Gratiot Avenuc
567.1088

*Surey. Fnieraloment Cards are not valid with this offcr.

you hear...?

r person.”
time only...”

get enough of!

amount of food and
have at

‘V.uet Parking

The Michigan Eyecare Institute?

15 years a

for over 15 years.

needs durin

procedures.

“De. Mark Rubinstein,

Dr, William Myers and Dr. Mark Rubinstein were:
» First in Michigan to perform RK Surgery over
0.

. ResponsibFe for teaching doctors the procedure
+ Published the articles which describe and have
refined the procedure over the Pasl 1S years,

+ In office setting designed specifi
Surﬁery.
« First in Michigan to have the Excimer Laser
now in Windsor used to perform refractive

FREE Screenings available at your convenience or a
consullation by appointment with Dr. Willlam Myers or

{0 MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE
1-800-676-EYES

SQUTHFIELD: 29877 Telegraph, Suite 100 352-2806
LIVONIA: 14555 Levan Rd,, Suite €-101 « DEARBORN: 5050 Schaefer
DETROIT: Fisher Building, Suite 874
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