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etroit hasn't been very gont to the Super-
D suckers and that frustrates hassist/vocalist
Eddic Spaghetti.

“We've never had a good show in Detruit,” he
saiid. “We played in Ann Arbar befure. 1t was bet.
ter. We have had great shows in Grand Rapids.
May be everyunes sick of ruck'n’rolt in Detruit.”

The Supersuckers are giving the Detevit area
another chance when they ptay the Blind Pigin
Ann Arbur Welneslay, June 8, in support of their
Sub Pop retease “La Mano Comuda.” With
names like drommer “Dancing Eagle,” the afore-
mentioned Spaghetti and guitarist “Dan Bolton,
age 25, it shoulil prove to be an interesting eve-
ning

Being on Sub Pop does indewd mean they're
from Seattle, but Spaghetti prefers that you don't
lump his band in with that crows

“Ereryone sounda like a cross between Al Rose
and Ethel Meeman ™

His band has more of & rocking punk sound.

“We grt together and start playing these songs
that | write on an acuustic guitar and they tum
into nging punk.” he said.

For more information about the show, calt (313)
P A5NS

1z wiil visit St. Andrew’s Hall in Detroit

Saturday, June 11, during their post-hype

twar. Fur most of 1994 the band has been

h. thanks to their MTV /radio hit “Be-

> cuitarist Jon Morris, the trip to popu-
larity was a long one.

“We'se been tuuring fur almost two years

—etruight,” he aail. “It's been a slow build. It’s not
fike it happened vvernight.” »

Nouw he's pretty cuntent, since “it's juat like
teens gradual enough so where it's at a good
poine.”

Later this month Dig — who has toured with

_the Hotline Band and Bad Brains — is releasing a
folluw-up EF to their self-titled debut. “Soft
Pretrel” features four new songs, including two
they do in concert, “On The Inside” and “King of
My World.”

Fur mote information about their show with
Lucy’s Fur Coat, call (313) 961-MELT.

s Marys Daniah hasn't been easy in some

ways for guitarist Robbie Allen. Himself an
ex-guitar technician for the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Allen has been fighting pre-conceived no-
tions that bis band Rob Rule scunds like either of
those two groups.

=1 couldn't do that and be sble to look (Red Hot
Chili Pepper vocalist) Anthony (Kiedis) and (bas-
s!a1} Fles in the face,” he said. “They alwayu knew

3 was the hippy kid who would play country west.

Zern tunes on the guitar.”

F That’s the kind of angle his new band takes on

tarting a new band with former membess of

their self-titled debut for Mercury Recorda.

ARer living for seven years on the “crew” side of
the music industry, Allen doesn't find it much dif-
(erent being a musician.

“[t's the same thing it really is. I just have dif-
ferent things that [ have to do,” said Allen via
I telephone frum Mesa, Ariz.. where he had been
- laying by the side of bis botel’s pool in 100-degree
westher. “Touring is not that much work. Even if
you're crew, it's not that much work. If I were in
the crew, 1 still would have been sitting by the

pool.

Rob Rule — which includes former Mary's Dan-
ish drumnmer James Bradley Jr. and guitarist Da-
vid King — will play on Belle Isle at 5 p.m_ Friday,
June 10, as part of WRIF's Grand Prix Free Day

Jebration. For more infc ion, call (313) 827-

1L

To leave a message for Christing Fuoco, dial
{313) 9532047, mailbox number 2130, on a touch-
tone phone, or write her at 36251 Schooleraft, Live-
nia 48150.

13 Engines set
for new album
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Guitar squalls, post-punk energy and sing-along
the trademarks of Toruoto's 13 &:

frotn key to key like a pendulum.
To Critchley, that doesn’t necessarily mean that
13 Engines lives up to its reputation as s “dark™

or

“1 think In » way it’s kind of trus,” said Critch-
wmhbmemwmmdla
Engines' tour. “I don't ses it quite the same as
beingkind of dark [ puess it la kindof. f I'min s
good mood I put on of
think

Love and Hate' or the Stooges
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Blues scene thrives in the’90s

B They may be howlin’ in The
Windy City, but The Motor
City is closing the gap when it
comes to singing the blues.
Where there once were a few
bands and a few venues,
there’s now plenty of perform-
ers and a strong club cireuit.

By Mask GariLo
SerciaL WRITIR

The blues has been in and out of
style more times than pin stripe
suits. It's always been o musical
genre, however, more concerned with
style than fashion, which accounts for
ita enduring presence in Detroit for
more than half a century.

Detrvit has scen legendary figures
like Robert Johnson and Sonny Boy
Williamson hang their hats here and
has seen the promise of a respectable
wage from the auto plants eatice the
likes of John Lee Hooker, Bobo Jen-
kine and the pride of the city, the gra.
cious Sippie Wallace, in the 1940s. It
was a city with une of the most vital
musical centees in the country, the
Hastings Street corridor.

The pedigree honed in those heady
days and, certainly, the heritage hon-
eatly come by, are second to none.
This has always been a blues town,
just as surely as it’s been 8 baseball
town. And during the past few years,
it has become an explosively revital.
ized one.

*There used to be Sully's and the
Soup Kitchen,” said Blues Factory
Recurds’ Mark Foreman. “There were
zero full-time bands and only a hand.
ful working at all. [ mean, literally,
there were only four or five banda.”

Jimmy Lessnau, proprietor of Sul-
Iy's. perhaps the most popular blues
establishment in the area, has a dif.
ferent recollection.

“There was a strong scene 10 years
ago,” he recalled, when banda like the
Utbations (since mutated_into the
Howling Diablos), the B

Bamralsin's Jt wasn't a ghost, but a very alive and kicking Mimi Harris, who performed at the
Blues Barn behind the Botsford Inn in Farmington Hills.

‘With Blues Factory responsible for
& large percentsge of the band and
club bookings in the area, its had an
enurmous impact on the renaissance
of interest in blues music locally.

“When (label president} Steve San-
chez, Robert Noll and [ formed Blues
Factory in 1986, we set it up to put &
systematic method into place to de-
velop the club scene,” he said. Trans.
lation: you need a network of clubs
willing to take a chance on their mu-

(most of whom now comprise the

alcto 1] of new
bands. ft's worked like a charm.

there are 30 bands

B STREET BEATS

Chisel Bruthers), the Progressive
Blues Band, Steve Nardella, Willie
D. Warren, the Detroit Blues Band
and Chicago Pete helped get the new
venue rolling. Old favors are not soon
forgotten.

Current scene

On the current front, Lessnau lists
the Garfield Blues Band, the Blues
Insurgents (with legendary Fortune
Records’ session guitarist Jonnie
Bansett), and Nardella’s former band-
mate in the Silvertones, George Be.

“He’s been the hottest act in town
for 15 years,” said Lessnau. “People
are just starting to find that out.™

Blues Factory's Foreman, however,
remains eternally optimiatic for the
future of the blues and excited about
the current crop of Detroit blues tal-
ents. Asked if the blues scene is im-
proved over s decade ago, his answer

playing in 20-25 clubs that offer blues
on o fegular, or semi-regular basis
now,” he zaid.

If Fareman were to voice a com-
plaint — he prefers calling it a per-
sonal dissppointment — it's that
there isn't more support for what he
calls “down home blues,” the tradi-
tionally rooted music of the ‘40s and
‘509, That Eddie Bums, Mr. Bo, ll"ie

There also are a large contigent of
equally impressive veterans out there
that pack houscs that bear a closer
lock and listen, too, Mimi Harris and
the Snakes (just signed to Blues Fac-
tory), can rock as hard as Debbio Da-
vies and bring it down to a tender bal-
1ad that brings Bonnie Raitt to mind.
‘The Alligators have a awing feel
that's often reminiscent of some of
the best of the West Coast bands,
while retaining that unique Detrolt
blues edge.

The Reverend Marc Falconberry,
Randy Volin, Harmonica Shah, the
Curtla Sumpter Project and Cathy
Davis, Nikki James and the
Flamethrowers, Peter ‘Madcat’ Ruth
and Shari Kane — the list of top-
notch blues-based players in town is
staggering.

“It's as atrong, or stronger, than
ever,” according to Mike Watts, the
producer of the Detroit Blues Feati-
vals at Hart Plaza for many years
and, until they suspended opentlnlr:n

Butler Twina and other
dispositioned banda aren't being ex-
posed to larger audiences is a shame.

‘These are the hometown vets. Bobo
Jenkins and Boogie Woogie Red have
passed on and John Lee Hooker has
moved on, but many of their contem-
porarics remain Detroiters . . . Sull
here, still more than able and still in-
apiring.

The triumvirate

For Foreman, the trivmvirate of the
local blues scene, in terms of guaran-
teed draws, are Notl (just back from a
successful New Zealand tour), the
Chise] Brothers and Davis and the

for the er, the man

for the Thursday night jam sesaion/
cancerts at the “blues barn™ at the
historical Botsford Inn.

Watts has also been at the helm of
the Michlgan Blues Festival at Ponti-
ac’s Phoeniz Center for the past few
years and has got a solid handle on
both the local and international
ncenes.

“There are a lot of bands working,
and there’s a real interest in the mu-
slc.” he said.

While he thinks “it's great that
Barbra Strelsand can d those

+
us have familica and can’t afford
that." That's why he produces (ree
concerts, like the Buddy Guy show at ;;
the Phoenix Center June 19, as part ;)
of the Pontiac World Cup festivities. 1y
More importantly, though, the Michi. .2
gan Blues Festival is sct for the Phoe- «
nix Center on Aug. 6.7, with Larry «
McCray, Joflf Healey (tentatively),,,
Johnny Winter, Eddie Money and a ;
slew of local talent. .

Next time you get that feeling for 3
the blues, tune in the Famous Coach-
man’s “Blues After Hours” show on *
WDET, whero he's been a weokend -
fixture for something like 17 years, or «
young upatart Robert Jones, an out-
standing guitarist who hosts “Blues |
from the Lowlanda,” also on WDET .
cvery Saturday momning.

The free, local Blues Review in
chock full of information that nobody
else is likely to be able to pass on. |
Blues Factory has a blues hotllne —
(313) 280-0363. There are also a pair ;
of great local compilations that are
highly recommended: “Detroit Bluea |
Factory, Vol. I," with Robert Noll, the |
Butler Twins, Willle D. Warren, E4-
die Burns and others, and “Detroit
Blues, Live at Lou's,” a benefit disc
for the Autism Society that features .
Nikki James, the Alligators, Chinel
Brothers, Howling Diablos, Garfield
Blues Band, Steve Gornall and oth-
ers. )

Been owing yourself a great time for .
a while? Try supporting the phe-
nomensl Detroit blues acene this ,;

kend. Like the Butler Brothers

prices,” ssying that ahe’s probably

sing. “Hello Chicago, Detroit s on .

ia “absolutely.” James Wailin' Band. eamed them over the vears, “a lot of your back!”
Information on limited engoge- BLUES ACTION COUNCEL
ments only should be submitted two lN coNcERT f":;‘ W 3330 Autum Road, Aubum
weeks in advance to: Christing Fuo- (313) 8526433
¢o, 36251 Schoolcroft, Livonia, MI PALL MARYIN BLUKS BAND
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DANDEN SANTH
The Ak, 837% S. Main St, Amn Atar,
(mcounuc)
(313) 7611451
June 7
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Bnd g, 206208 S. First St, A Ardor.
(313) 9968555
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WS SEPPOW BREADS

The Big Flah, 700 Town Center Diive, Deer-
bom.

sy

AL cnOCE

The A%, 637% S. Main 5L, A Ator.
(scousticy

1313 761-1451

SUPERSUCKIRS

Wh New Bomb Turks and Leather Uppers
a8 the BRnc 206-208 8. Frst 8¢, A
Ao, ock)

l-IE]

MORIA SEAN

The New Place Lounge, 22723 Michigon
Ave.. Deacoom. '

313 277.

THE RAZSI PICKERS

The Ak, 837% S. Main 5L, Ann Arbor.
(Beousti)

{313 761-1451

(@10 624
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With Hoolspoppers and M.E, Jonson's Root
Box a1 ot AMin's, 51"5609‘ Ostron. (siter.

NRDOD)
(313}832.2355
E\'f 0e Bade A Wysndotis
., ve., 9.
%w
m"m'“”?m 8. Ashiey, Ann Asticr.
! 3 3 g 3
(313)662.8310
[ o]
's Naxt !:om, 35323 Ford Road,
(313} 722.8883
e300 08
m-mmcﬁo.m&umu.uu-
810} 4354758
SAMES WAILN
muooy Dick’s, B482 Schaeter Rosd, Deer:

313581
THE ROORNENE

13

, Wyandotte. (bives)

WMAMNWPGMW: :
Grl.lDN.S;g\lmevﬂn. rock]
810) 334.9262 !

THE LOOK
(ﬁ:glo,-.:)woo John R, Madiason Heights.
(810) 588-3120

13 Eess
Franktn Street Co., 1560 Frankan, | *
m SROMStve rock) .

With Thought Industry end Type O Negative
Uy Ype

t Horpo's, 14238 Harper, Detrot, {rock}
(313)824:1700

mmwoy

(313 2396676 . oK .

ROLLINGNEAD

with Crossed Wirs ot the Biind Pt 200-
208 8. Fint 8L, Acn Ao, (altemative
13) 996-8355

29TH STREET BLULS SAXD

Ciub, 29 5. Sapnaw 5t., Pontiac.
701 334.7411 )
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