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Flintstones’ movie rises above the hype

BY JOUN MONAGHAN
BrPECIAL WRITER

Despite what some critics pro.
dicted, “The Flintstones” movio
has not gone the way of the dino-
saurs. After breaking box office
records for two atraight weekends,
it has the potential of becoming
thia summer's “Jurasaic Park.”

And despite all of the hype, it's
not st all, Sure, it's stupid,
but if Hollywood insists on mak-
Ing these big screen ho: to

mages
old TV ahows, they might as well |

look tike this.
In & mavie where look s every-
thing, “'ll'hc Flsinuumu" doesn't
ven Spielb

| MOVIES
foot-powered auto,

The enjoysbly fllmsy plot (did
you really expect anything elso?)
finds Pred promoted to junlor ex-
ocutive at Slate and Company.
Actually, he's a patsy who sigus
documents that allow an evil co-
worker to embezzle money, Soon
he has fired his old quarry compa-
dres without even reallzing it.

Surprisingly, there are some
genuine emotlons n the sllly
thing, especinlly when Fred be-
trays best frlcndlﬂu\:m'y Rubble.

D to

(called Spielrock {n the credits)
and company have come mar-
velously close to capturing with
live actors the easonce of the Han-
ne-Barbera animatod serfes,

Fred Flintatone's modern
stons-age ly was the first to
break Into prime time television
in 1960. The animatlon some-
times sunk to the ievel of cave
drawings, but the wacky gags and
likable charactsra made it popu-
1ar with both kids and sdults.

‘The movio replicates the now-
legondary opening and closing
credita for the show. It's quitting
time at the quarry, Paster than he
can say “yabba dabba doo,"” Fred
slides down tho tall of his dino-
saur steam shovel and lands
smack in the drivers' scat of hia

The live-acti Ia the
one thing that works much better
than it ever did on telovision.
Everyona knew that John
Goodman could play Fred Fiint-
utone, He has the right manner-
{sma, certainly the right build,
and he mimicks Fred's gruff voice
— loud, sandpapery, with a touch
of a New Englang sccent — to a

More surprising [s how perfect.
ly cast everyone else in Rick
Morenis, forgettable in most of
his other movies, makes a likeble
and funny Bamey. No actor is
shaped like the blocky no-necked
neighbor, but Moranis hits the
mark with his imposaibly skewed

mouth.
Comedian Rosie 0'Donnell has
tho hair, but her beefy Betty Rub-

ble [a the only stretch from the
original show, Sho and Blizabeth
Porkins (as Fred's wife Wilmas)
got a chanos to snicker with each
other just like the old days and
yoll “charge It!l" during & shop-
ping spree [n the prehistoric mall,

Some might ssy that all of Eliz-
abeth Taylor's roles have been
campy, but she plays [t to the hilt
here in an extended cameo as
Fred's nagging mother-in-law, In-
sisting that Fred has never pro-
vided her daughter with anything
but shade, the old battlo-axs begs
Wilma to dump her husband and

friends.”
As far aa tho seta are conoerned,

the bowling balls,
fully chiseled look. The Flint
stone housa s decorated in over-
sized '50s kitsch.

‘The mualc is surprisingly clov-
or. When Pred’s nemesis at work
(Kyle MacLachlan of “Twin
Peaks”) hatches a scheme, the

dtrack offers some Mancini

marry Harvey Pirestone, the in-
ventor of the wheel,

Much has beon made over the
30 or 30 writers who contributed
to "“The Flintstones.” To me, this
makes perfoect sense. The creative
gonius behind most television
comedy la by committee, so why
not here? What the movie lacks in
continuity, it makes up for in
clover sight gags and punny one-
lineea. -

‘The sign on the local Roc-
Donald's reads “over 18 dozen
served.” Pred's sexy new socretary
is named Bharon Stone. The
neighborhood playground s
called (you guessed it) Jurassic
Park. When Fred and Bamey
have a falling out, Fred connoles
himaelf by saying, *“There’s four
thousand people in this world,
I'm sure we can make new

style Jazz with lots of horns and
percussion. The B-52s (bero the
BC-523) perform the hokoy theme
song twice in the movie and make
a memorable sppearance es an af-
ter-dinner party band at the
swanky Cavern on the Green,

After so many good, but
depressing, movies released last
year, maybe I'm especially sus-
ceptible to the goofiness of “The
Flintstones.” It's hard to criticize
the movie's lack of original ideas
when you're having such a *'gay
old time.”

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox 1866, on a Touch-Tone

ne, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36261 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 48160.

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
aitemative movie theaters ocross
matro Detroit 8s reviewed by
John Monaghan,

W DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER
6020 John R (at Warren), Detroit.
Call (313) 577-8400 for informa-
tion, (810}

“Rolling Stonea at the Max®
(USA ~— 1990}, Woekends
through June (call for show
times}. The “world's greatest rock
band" captured live during thelr
European Steel Wheels tour.
What makes thia different from
the other half dozen Stones films
Is that it was filmed for tho all-
encompassing OmniMax screen.

B KINOTEX

Capitol Theatre and Arta Centre,
121 Unlversity Avenue W., Wind-
sor, Call (619) 971-5160 for infor-

matlon. ($4)

“WR: Mysteries of the Organ-
ism" (Yugoslavis — 1971), 9 p.m.
June 12-13. A truly bizerre experi-
mental film tries to cincmatize
the late Dr. Wilhelm Relch’s the-
ory that stymied sexuality is the
root eause of political and social

represaion. Di Dusan
Makavejov.
B MAGIC BAQ THEATRE

22918 Woodward, Femndale, Call
lg:ﬂ) 544-3030 for Information,
$4)

“Reservolr Dogs™ (USA —
1993), 8 p.m. June 8.9; 8 p.m. 10-
11, Quentin Tarantino’s latest,
“Pulp Fiction,” just won tha top
prize at Cannes. Before it gets
here, chock out hia debut feature,
a violent story of a bank robbery
gone way wrong. Harvey Keitel,
Tim Roth and Michael Madacn
atar in this modern cult clasaic.

B MAIN ART THEATER
118 N, Main St. at 11 Mile, Royal
Qak. Filma play through at Jeast
Thursdsy. Call (810) 542-0180 for
information and show times.
($8.50; $4 atudents; $3 twilight/
matinee)

“Little Buddha" (USA —
1984), Bernardo Bertotueci (“The
Last Emporer”) directed this sto-

ry of an American family en route
to an exotic world where the past
and present meet, Kcanu Reeves,
Bridget Fonda and Chria Isaak

star.

“32 Short Films About Glenn
Gould"” {Canada — 1993). Strat-
ford actar Colm Feore creates a
believable Gould, the real-life
concert planist. The short vig-
nettea by director Francola Girard
pme{ﬂ. h"“f.‘ ewenu"[c, In‘l‘plred

Dowell star.

T MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield.
Films play through at least
Thursday. Call (810) 855.9090 for
information, ($5.75; $3.95 mati-
nee; $2.95 twilight)

“Widow's Peak” (USA —
1994). Mia Farrow stars in this
camedy/mystery set in 19208 Ire-
tand about a gossiping group of

and

“Even Cowgirls Get the Blues™
{USA — 1994), Catch quick, if at
all, this much-discussed ndapta-
tion of Tom Robbins’ modern
western novel, Uma Thurman,
sels out on a journey to find n
place in the world. Gus Van Sant,
who directed *Drugstore Cowboy™
and “My Own Private ldaho,”
may have a tougher tima finding
an audience.

“Four Weddings and a Funer-
a)” (Britain — 1994), From Mike
Newell, the director of “Enchant-
ed April,” an engaging story about
n confirmed bachelor who runs
across the same woman at the nu-
merous weddings he attends,
Hugh Grant and Andio Mac-

In concert from page 8A

1}-to-do widows and one young,
glamorous widow who comes to
town and stirs up trouble.

“Kika" (Spain — 1933). Word
isn’t good on the lateat from wild-
man director Pedro Almodovar
(“Women on the Verge of a Ner-
vous Breakdown.”') This one fea-
tures an ever-optimistic makeup
artist and her lover Ramon, who
is obseased with the death of his
mother, Among the

Cowgirls:
Uma Thur-
man (left)

-\ and Lorraine
Bracco are
the stars of
“Even
Cowgirls Get
the Blues.”

17360 Lahser, Detroit. Call (313)
537-2560 for fnformation. ($2.50)
“The Longest Day" (USA —

1962), 8 p.m. June 10; 2and 8
p.m. June 11 (organ overture be-
gins a half hour before show
time). A timely Hollywood salute
to the Allied invasion of Norman-
dy, mare commonly known as D-
Day. John Wayne, Rod Steiger,
Henry Fonda, Robert Mitchum,
Sean Connery and Sal Mineo only
scrape the surface of the all-star
cast.

I STATE THEATER
21156 Woodward, Detroit. Call
(313) 961-5450 for information.

{31}

“Reality Bites” (USA — 1994),
9 p.m. June 6. Winona Ryder and
Ethan Hawke play neo-beatnicks
551 a movie d;(ll has divided the

was

here is a comic rape acene, the
kind of touch the director has be-
come famous for. Victoria Abril
and Peter Coyoto star.

“Four Weddings and a Funer-
al" (Sce Maln Art Theater liating)

[ REDFORD THEATER

t
made for, Some find it an insight-
ful take on modern life with a
great soundtrack. Others consider
it a perpetustion of annoying
slacker atercotypes. Ben Stiller,
who directed, also playa the music
TV producer who woos a confused
Ryder.

JAY STMLSTRA
The A, 63745 5. Main St., Ann Abor.
313 7611481

Saturday, June 11
n

{Dhues!

M3 761-1451
ey
wrn Womack at Foz Thestrs,
2211

Ave., Detroft. (R4B)
(213 396-7600

LTS BLUNS RAND
Doc Frocks, 7938 W.

mm;nm

B10) 624-7200 )

TIE STRANSITLUP SAND

Bamey’s, 806 Bidcie Ave., Wyandotle,

m«lﬂ

BICY WREMSOR
Bd of Parscine, 207 8. Ashiey, Ann A%

|

Mapie, West

bor, {bues]

@1y saz)mm

BLUK SUT

) ‘s Next Door, 35323 Ford Road,

Westiand.

(313) 7228883

THEI OF US

Ted's MT\G Cafe, 38 S, Main St., Claw-

s0n. (Dues)

{810) 4354755

With The Tes Party, Verva Pipa and Cat.
os o o

house &t River Rock, 673 Franidn, De-

o, (rock)

{313)259-6676

JAMES WARIN

Moby Dick's, 5452 Schaefer Road, Dear-

born,

(313,581

mmmmm:g-u y
i
oo House, 2400 Grand River, De-
troit.

313 140

TIE ALLMATORS

Mr. Lou's, 181167 Mack Ave., Detrot.
et}

{313)882-1700

TWISTIC TARANTIRAS

GetfPs Grl, 49 N. Saginew, Pontiec. (rock-
(B10) 334.9202

" 100K
Auges, 31650 Jote . Madson Heghis.

(810)588-3120
THE GROOYE COLLECTIVE
mmuc. 4140 Woodward Ave., De-
313) 680
nsx
Oxfort Lounge, 38730 Hamer, Mount
Clomen. (1
810) 4 i

ETIR FUN

ension Splash at the Band Ps.
208-208 S, First St., Ann Arbor. {ska/si-
55

PLUE COLLAR BLUES SAND
Q Cwb, 20 S. Saginaw SL. Pontlac.

T

markar, 3rd Nature, Hand Me Downs. The
Green snd

Somotimes Why at the
Civic Canter, 26000 Evergroen
Road, Southfield. Andrew Shue of “'Mol-
fose Piace™ wil msko an
(810) 354.1000

Sunday, June 12

BUGS SIDOOW REIGADK
Max & Erma’s, 31205
o@.ﬁ) Lska Roed, F
mwm

amming.on  His.

With TAD and Eleven at Pina Knob Music
. 75 snd  Sashabaw Rood,

Clarkaton. {rock)

@i10)377-

TROUT P15 (N AMKRICA

The Ak, 837V S. Main St., Ann Asbor,

{ecoustic)

(313) 761-1451

ALISOM MOYTT

St Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congreas, De-

]

(313) 98{-MELT

ALERANDER ZONNC
Harmony House, 278) Woodwand Ave.,

@105 Thoo

AN

In*Motion": 13 Engineg — Mike Robbins (from left), Jim

Hughes, Grant Ethier and John Critchley — play Frank-
lin Street Brewing Co. (B.C.’s) June 10 during Detroit

Grand Prix festivities.

Engines from page 84 3

Dotroit-based 'Nocturnal

on which they put out
‘two albums — 1587's “Before Our
Time” and 1989's “Byram Lake
Blues.” Between the release of the

with
Reco

“A Blur to Me Now.” When SBK
bocame a part of EMI Records
Group, 13 Engines jumped ship to
Atlantic Records. So far their
stint with Atlentic has becn.a
successful one. Their 1993 releass

atbums, the four members of 13
Engines made. H k thelr

base.

“We lived for a couple of
months in Hamtramck. It was
OK. We weren't there that long. It
waa kind of a weird timo for us. it
wasn't bad or anything,” he said.

One of the “weird"” events was
the delayed release of “Byram
Lake Blues.” While awaiting the
releass, the band lugged gear
around town playing clubs like
Lili's and Paycheck's in Ham-
tramek not realizing that the De-
troit area would soan become one
of their biggest markets. Frustrat-
ed, 13 Engines packed up and re-
turned to Toranto,

In 1991, 13 Ergines landed a
U.S. deal with SBK and released

of “Py Motion t
has garnered numerous awards in
Canada while the videos for two
singles — “More” and “Smoke &
Ashes” — became hits on Cane-
da’s “Much Muslc” national vi-
deo outlet, '

In Iate summer 13 Engines will :
begin recording their fifth album

hopling to replicate the success of
“Perpetual Motion Machine,”

13 Engines performs at Frank-
lin Street Brewing Co., (BC's)
1660 Franklin, Detroit, at 9 p.m.
Friday, June 10, as part of BC’s
Grand Prix celebration. Must be
21 to enter. For more information,
call (313) 568-0390. s

.

the head where the stem connects to the
flower. Measure the head diagonally—
from seed edge to seed cdge. Deadline to
enter is Friday, July 29, 1994 at 5:00 p.m.
If you are raising a super sunflower, let
us know: Call, FAX, or write us.
313-953-2047, ext 1859 or
810-901-2569
FAX:810-644-1314

THE
®bserver & Eceentric

NEWSPAPERS
805 East Maplo, Birmingham 48009

N
nter our Sunflower Growing
Contest! The tallest flower with the
largest seed head grown in the 1994
season through July 28, will win! \
Your sunflower's height should be
measured from the soil level to the base of .




