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POINTS OF VIEW

hen we have something to an-
nounce, Tim, you'll be the
first to know,"” Gov, John En.
gertold mea couple of years ago.
1 didn't expect he would keep the
romise, and he didn’t, Mark Homn-
gxk of The Dotroit Nows was first to
stumble across the rumor last week
thst Michello was pregnant with tri-
lots.
? My conversation with Engler oc-
curred during an interview in which we
concentratod mainly on achool finance,
the biggest single news topic in our cir-
culation area.

1recalled that Engler announced his
engagement to Michelle only after the
1990 eloction and that some of my
brothors and sisters In the media were
miffed because they didn’t even know
Engler had a steady girlfriend. “You
pever askod me," Engler told the news
conference.

ear them cry.
The Southfield community is
fighting for its life,

Take note: Your community could
have a similar battle when your post-
Proposal A millage election rolls
around. * .

Dozens of Jetters have come in to the
Southfisld newspaper in the weeks
ahead of Monday's second millage elec-
tion — all but a very few pleading with
voters to understand that good schools
are tho heart of their community.

‘That's very different from the tone of
letters we roceived ahead of the first
Southfiold millage election in April.

Coming on the heels of the passage
of Proposal A, most of those were defi-
ant. And most seemed to come from
people who no longer had children in
the schools,

Proposaj A waa to supposed to re-
duce their property taes to a shadow

Ais for. . .

That was why I resolved to ask En-
glor about the proapects of children.

Although I think it's distasteful to
sk people if they're expecting, I aver-
camo that aversion and asked Engler,
at the end of the Interview, If there
were any newa on the family front he
wanted to reveal.

“Huh?" he aaked, not grasping what
I meant.

Sharon Condron, a Northville
Record reporter who was with me,
asked bluntly, “He wants to know if
Michelle is pregnant yet.”

That's when Engler promisod [
would be the first to know,

1 asked the governor once a year after
that but gave up, out of consideration
for his feelings. I figured that if
missed the big story — tough.

Well, Hornbeck got a tip last woek
and called Agnes Engler, the govornor's
mother, who blurted out enough to ver-

of their former cost. Now, they were
being asked to pay both a higher sales
tax and to reinatate a major portion of
that property tax.

Since that time the Southfield
schoo! board, after some prodding, ro-
duced its tax request by a couple of
mills and its duration by 15 years.

“‘This now batch of letters pleads to
retain a community. This time, the let-
ters como from both old and new,
young and mature residents.

There's newcomer Sondra Willobee,
who moved to Southfield from Chelsea
three years ago. “‘Many of our friends
felt we were moving in the wrong direc-
tion," she says. “But we chose South.
field over Farmington Hills and Plym-
outh and Royal Oak because we want-
«d to live in a diverso community with
strong schools. We wanted our children
to learn how to be citizons of the world.

“But now, what wo moved here for is

MEA must replace scare
tactics with solutions

ou don't have to be a rocket scientistto
figure out that Michigan'a system of
public education is facing a crisis.

Mont parents, teachers, employers, adminis.
trators — oven the kids in school! — share a
atrong desire to have world-class schools able to

£
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prepare all stud to

this standard.

education needs all the help it can get.

a global economy. And moat also agree that our
schools, by most measures, are falling to reach

This contradiction between hope and reslity
has oponed tho doot to a wholosale assault on
our public achools at just the time when public

Item: Most of the heat in the debate aver Pro-
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being threatened. . . "

‘Then there's longtime resident Betty
J. Green whose three children graduat-
ed from Southfield high schools. She
challenges her fellow elder residents to
“rise to tho occasion . . . Your children
may ba grown and out of the district,
but they were not educated on your
taxes alone. It took and it will still take

Proposal A, plus triplets, spells out very good ye‘ar

ify the tip. Engler reportedly was upset
with Hornbeck. Michelle had miscar-
_ried & couple of times, so the governor
was touchy, and I could sce why.

But Hombeck had been forthright
and fair, identifying himself and hia
paper to Grandma Engler. Hombock's
conscience should boe clear.

‘The point todsy, however, is not who
got the big, big, big nows first but what
aro we going to name the offspring?

Getting Proposal A passed and be-

are big on family names, so they might*
want to name one after his mother,
though Agnes isn't a popular name
anymore. There could be Alice, Amy,
Abigait (for the outspoken wife of Pres-
ident John Adams), Ann, Annette,
Angeline or Amelia. Don’t forgat the
Sleeping Beauty — Aurore. And so on.

For boys there Is a glut of Celtic
names beginning with Al—, There's
tho fisherman saint, Andrew. And doz-
ens more.

Bearing triplets would be tough for

Suppose they're gisls. The Englers

the entire community’s strength to ed-
ucate our children.”

Know this. Although Proposal A
passed resoundingly in most of our
communities, it just slipped by in
Southfield.

Residents there were not fooled. Al-
though they knew it was a step toward
greater educational equity atatewide, it
would be a tough go in their own com-
munity.

And they’re upset.

Yea, it’s true. Southfield schools has
)‘:imd a public nlutsoru firm,

past

1 Gatting Proposal A gotting triplets are two of the biggest any bealthy woman, and Michelle En-

passed and begetting tri- thinga any Michigan governor has done | gler is going on 37. At this point, I will

plots are two of the big: in 167 yoars Moroover Joha Engler | drog the It e tfonal, heavy-

gost things any Michigan they both occurred bout th duty prayer. :

govemor has done In 167 ﬂ'n, ‘March 15, shout e same ypred

yoars. Moreover, JobnEn- |\, ., tionisthatall | T oaslioatione ofstate and regio nat
y humble suggestion is local implications of 8 regio

gl" did both In the same three Englerites be given names with events. You can reach him by Touch-

yoar. the initial A — as in Proposal A. Tone phone ot (313} 953-2047, mailbox

1881,

What happens in S’fld sends a message to us all

on the old-fashioned typewriter, They
come in by mail and fax and one was
even handed to the Southfield newapa-
per editor on the strects of Birming-

ham,

Southfield Is both a stronger and
more fragile community than some.
But, as in all of our communitics, its
young people descrve to be educated.

As Caren and Marc Feldman, M.D.
writes: “Most of you who no longer
have children in school onco depended
on the support of your local community
w‘pmvida your own children with the

atafee
of up to $43,000 to help circulate infor-
mation and stir up support for the mil-
lage — in fact walking on the edge of
the decree against using tax dollar to
support a tax question.

But no PR firm could mobilize this
kind of support. The letters are written
on word processors, by hand and a few

of a quality education. We
who come after you seek the same op-
portunity.”

All of us are closely watching what
h Monday in Southfield. Our

turns will come. N

Judith Doner Berne is managing edi-
tar of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can reach her at 901-2563,

Your opinions Tell us and your neighbors what you think about the opinions

count... expressed by writing

Touch-Tone® phone,

21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 48336, Or, if you have a

columnists, Their numbera are listed at the end of each column.

a lotter to the aditor at: The Observer,

you ean leave a voice mail message for our
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poeal A was generated by a bitter conflict be-
twoon Gov. John Engler and the Michigan Edu-
cation Association, the teachers union. The gov-
emor in offect accused the union of causing the
deterioration of our schools, while the MEA
charged Engler with scapegoating, not to men-
tion being anti-union, The conllict is now the
wmain driving fores in Michigan politics.

Ttetm: At tho heart of this animosity ia a law
passed last December authorizing new chaster
schools outside the regular public :chool ays.

BA " b

tonishing letter from David Sabedra, MEA re-
gional director, to Eric Gilbertson, president of
Saginaw Valley State University, which:

@ Threatened to refuse student teachers from
SVSU if the university authorizes charter
schools that don't meet MEA standards.

m Urged local schoo! superintendents and

boards of cduation to ond their invol
with Saginaw Vallny programs.
us d MEA bers who sre Sagi

anle;-mdlum quit donating money to the
tvoraity.

tem and witk D Fi-
nanced by the same par-pupil support provided
to other schools, charter schools are supposed
to allow experimentation free of the clumay
rules and osaified bureaucracies of the public
school system. The MEA calls charter achools .
union-busting, plain and simple.

Item: Organizers of the Noah Webater Acade-
my — a charter school — propose to link home
schools acroas the state to & core of aupporting
taachers in Tonia Caunty. Supported by $5,600
per-pupll state funding, the academy will offer
back-to-basica leasans strossing traditional val-
ues. “This Is a achoo) that will be using public
tax dollars to sanction a certain type of morall-
ty,” says Kim Brennsn Root of the MEA.
 1tem: The Pinckney school board Is virtually
Gertaln to turn over management of ita schools
to Bducation Alternatives Inc. a for-profit firm
that aasests privatized schools can Improve ed-
ucational performance at reduced per-pupil
cout. A lot of people are pretty skeptical of
* BAT's track record, but even more are o frus-
trated that they’re willlng to take a chasco on
privatization,

To top 1t off, last week saw reloass of an as-
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Now I know and admire a lot of teachors who
are MEA members, including thosa who teach
my son, now in aixth grade in the public
schools. And I know and admire a lot of Jeader-
ship people in the MEA.

But the stonewall tactics the union is now
using exposs it to the terriblo risk of being con-
sidered largely irrelovant in resolving the over-
all publlc policy issue of what happens to K-12
oducstion in this state.

There’s an old slogan that goes: “If you're not
part of the solution, you're part of the problem.”
It’s axiomatic that teachers in thia stato —
the majority of whom are currently MEA mam-
bers — must become part of any solution to the

problem of how our kida can learn at & world-
class leve). For that to happen, the MEA needs
to do more thinking about educational solu-
tions and less writing of Inflammatory and
threatening letters.

P.hl'l Power is the chairman of the company
thot owns this newspaper. You con reach him by
Touch-Tone phona at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1881
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The Leelanau School

Gien Arbor, Michigan

Will your child be ready for college?

Check with The Leelanau Summer School

Make Learning Fun On the Shores of Lake Michigan

« Grades 8-12 (co-educational)

« Eam 2 semester credits

o 1929

- July 29,1994

Boarding
class size: 4-5

« English,

« Fully accredited

classcs, aft
Math and Science offered

Unigque ocad: €

* The Leelanau School
One Old Homestead Road

! Caad
wrtlizing the natural outdoor beauty of Northwest lower Michigan

For more nformation and » brocbure, contact:
Duane M. Petty, Director of Admissions

Glen Arbor, Michigan 49636

and

(616) 334-3072  Fax: (616) 3344315 -
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