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Searching:
Artist
 Dennis Jones
searches for

- identity in
an untitled
installation
. at the Willis
Gallery in
Detroit.

': Self-exploration
shows in his art

BY LINDA ANN CHONMIN
Srecia

Warrea
dramatic installation by artist Dennis
Jones deals with the search for identity and
the ability to define and change self-de-
structive behavioral patterny. Cathartic in nature,
the exhibit presents a sea of images to taunt, tease
and tempt viewers with & psychological house of
mirrors.

Take a look for yourself. Jones' untitled one-
toan show runs June 24 to July 15 at the Willis
Gallery, 422 W. Willis and Cass, Detroit. Upon
entering the gallery an 11-foot-long niche begins
the journey. On the wall to the right five file
. draswers, covered with plaster, feature lone porce-

1ain figures sealed in waz. To the left, five steel
.. coated tmuslin dolls use the irony of the materials

a3 a response to the unnatural role men are forced
to assume in our society.

As you eater the primary space, directly in front
of you 10 7-foot tall panels spanning 30 feet across
line the wall, each with a faceless life-size figure
painted in » palette of black and white. As if jost
in a fogxy inner world, the 10 figures alternately
emerge and recede in repetition.

“These paintings are about looking back; the
figures have to do with opening up and expresaing
my jons clearly and s Lends to withdraw,™
said Jones in an interview in his Westland spart-
ment. “Some of them just bave an outline form. |
wanted to emphasize this emerging from the beck-
pround, s freeze-thaw, a [reezing of emotions, &

“Lbawing of emotions.

© “The figure has a fragile quality, and the fact
that there’s no features, it's as if it's looking for an

__identity.”

Jopes jugzies multiple mediums and isayes in
the installation. To the right of the paintings, 100
3-by-5 black-and-white photographs of singular
figures are aligned horizoatally in rows of 20. To
the e}, drawings on mylar quiz the mind. Work-
.ing through a divorce that became final in Jaou-
ary, Jones reflects 0o the past and what went

wroog.

“The identity issue relates specifically to my di-
voece, trying to start anew,” be said. “How do you
respond to the notion, you've been married for

A Don't expect gangsta rap
or gut-wrenchingly violent
Iyrics from Biohazard. In
“State of the World Ad-
dress” they just tell it like

they've seen it.
By CHRISTINA FUOCO
Srary Warrx

Don't call Bicha-
2ard “a sellout™ for
jumping from inde-
pendent label

nner
Recards to the gi-
ant Warner Bros.
Records. They just followed their
hearts.

A sellout ia someone who ian't
true to themselves, who prostitutes
themselves for somebody else's
gain,"” said bassist/vocalist Evan
Seinfetd in a phone interview from
London, England. “What we're
doing is for us. Whoever puts out
{our) record is always going to make
more money than we do on it so we
want to make sure whoover does it
does the best job they can do.”

Moat of the time, guitatist Bobby
Hambe! raid, those who slap that
1abel on Biohazard are being bypo-
critical anywsy,

“There's & lot of kids that talk |
about sellout, as if they know what
the word means. Meanwhile, they
wake up every day, go to a job that
they know is going to pay them at
the end of the week that they hate,”
e said. “Now who's the sellout?”

Late last month, the band re-
leased its first effort for Warner
Bros.. “State of the World Address.”
Produced by Ed Stasium (Living
Colour), the slbum tells the hard
rock band’s view of the world in 14
»01

DLy,

“We try to confront a lot of social
issues, not just because anyone else
does or doesn’t, . . because it's im-
portant to us,” be added.

For example, “Love Denied” isa
song about dysfunctional families
that suggests “'a notion of fargive.
ness.” The song is especially im-
portant to Seinfeld, who found out &
month ago that he's going to be &
{ather. [t has made him think about
how he is going to treat his baby.

*I'm very conscious already; I'm
thinking about every little thing,”
he said “There's so many kinds of
abuse — physical, mental, intellec-
tual, spiritual, emotional. So many
people don’t realize they're abuaing
their kids.”

Inner.city lifestyles, Vietnam vet.
etans and anger are some of the
other topics touched upon in “State

Biohazard
o

TTT] Nottoo g
dangerous:
Recently
gigned to
Warner Bros.
Records,
Biohazard —
Billy Grazi-
adei, Bobby
Hambel,
Danny
Schuler and
Evan Sein-
feld — per-
forms at The
Palace of Au-
burn Hills
June 25,

i
[
|

their opinions about issues like
these, Biohazard hopes to turn
nround the lives of troubled kids.
Having grown up in Brooklyn, the
band can relate.

*“We're just four regular (guys) out
of the streets {whose) lives were
saved by this band. We were all
headed on self-destruction courses,”
Seinfeld said.

They deem this mission so im-
portant that the band has chose to
visit youth homes in lieu of signing
autographs at record stores. Bioha-
zard wanta to be these kids' one pos-
itive role model.

where kids who are under 21 are
incarcerated.’ "

Most of these kids have heard the
rap-laden hard rock of Biohazard so
they're apt to listen to what the
band says, he added.

1t's been a way of life for the quar-
tet — which also includes vocaliat/
gultarist Billy Graziadei and
drummer Danny Schuler — since

deal with Biohazard. Following suit,
the album “Urban Discipline" sold
300,000 coples worldwide. Tho video
for the single “Punishment” has
since become one of the most played
videas on MTV's “Headbanger's
Ball.”

The massive distribution capabil-
ities of Wamer Bros. Records has
made “State of the World Address”
readily available to Bioh d fans.

they formed in 1988. Their b-
sesaive sell-promotion early in their
career is part of the reason Bicha-
2ard has gotten this far, Seinfeld

id. of their deal with Wamer
hat they get total ereative

m.
“We've always done all the wark

B __ STREET BEATS

*That's why we don't have any
qualms about doing public service
announcements,” Seinfeld said.
*“Qur record company wanted us to
do all these in-atores (appearances).
We told the record company, ‘All the
time you guya have allotted for us to
do a record signing, we're gonna ge
to youth homes and group homes

Ives. Back when we first start.
ed the hand in '88, we'd go out every
other night putting up posters with
the Biohazard eymbol and just
‘Bichazard’ undermneath. We just
kind of forced it on everybody,” he
said.

They played small clubs “until
people started coming back.” A year
later, the band signed with Maze
Records and sold more than 40,000
coples of their self-titled debut. In
1992 Roadrunner Records inked a

After rocky relationships with the
two independent labels, that makes
Bichazard fee) more at case.

They also finatly nabbed the
opening spot with Pantera that
they've been vying for for two years.
The tour, which Includes Sepultura,
marks Blohazard's firat time in
arenns.

“We're totally flabbergasted;
we've never played in places this
hig."

Biokazard performs with Panterc
and Sepulturc at The Palace of Au-
burn Hills, I-75 and Lapeer Road, at
7 p.m. Saturday, June 25. Tickets
are $22.50 in advance; $25 the day of
the show. For more information, call
(810) 377-8200 or (810) 645-6666.

nine years and then all of 8 sudden the relati
ship hes changed drastically.”

Jones’ work has come a long way since receiving
his master of fine arts in painting from Wayne
State University in 1990, and a two-man show at
Swidler Gallery in 1992 Prom daskness to light,
Jones’ search for self has paid off big tire, and o8
alwzys, the work is confrontationsl

In the 1992 ahow at Swidler, Jones® paintinga
were dark and beavy incorporating iron, steel, dirt

. and bone into the rough but flat surfaces. He used
a power aander, torch and wide spackler to work

As part of s group show at the Detroit Artist’s
Market in 1933, Jones, colors became vivid and
bright. Gooe was the and zealous work.
ing of the mediam. His newest work emerges the
overall winner, 8 struggle with emotions thst

Thunderharp Choir dares to be different

TH

)

Christine McCall-

derharp Choir i

Kuehn, Graham Strachan, John Donabedian, Ron Vensho,
Jason McCall-Kuehn and Don Didonato.

By KyLe GREEN
Brecat Weren

Today's modern music styles de-
mand that bands creato as diverse
sound as possible which many times
— inadvertently or purposely — leads
groupa to simply misror other.

Thunderharp Cholr'a diverse har.
monie, scoustic-based sound comes
naturally to the six-member band
which takes pride in it flexibility.

But what do you expect from a
band that enjoyed playing the awester
dopartment.at JCPenney's at Briar-
wood Mall in Ann Arbor.

high-profile gig at Griff's Grill as part
of the bar/restaurant’s concert series
in conjunction with the World Cup
Games at the Pontiac Silverdome.

Mid-June will also bring the re-
lease of Thundetharp Cholr's 14
track compact disc which was record-
:Id at Livonia's Sound on Sound stu-

ion.

Critics hava described the band's
sound as edgy folk rock, but the band
prefers to do ita own name calling,
such as “American,” “pop/alterns-
tive” and even “neo-grunge.”

“We like to experiment, but I've
seen i ] bands which are

“People were actuslly an
we were playlng,” said drummer Ron
Vensko. “There was a lady shopping
for sweaters behind mo as 1 was play-
ing. [ folt something hitting my back
and 1 turned around and there sho

was.”
Unuaual-placed gigs are just part of

the dues that bands have to pay, ac-
cording to Thunderbarp Choir. On
June 22, howover, the band will play s

far out thers," vocalist Christine
McCall-Kuehn. “We are grounded.
We like lyrics and harmonies.”

The band’s llking for originality
doea not stop with lyrica alone. The
band uses such instrumenta an a
harp, violin and harmonica as well as
its lineup of two lead vocaliats, gui-,
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