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Dotroit movie
thoators, wan
planted over 16
iy"‘" ago when screenwritor
JMichigan native Jim Harrl

= PREVIEW

‘The scroenplay s written by
Harrison _and  Wesley Strick.
Douglas Wick ia producer, with
Neill Machlll and Robert Gmn-

‘] dreamed ho turned into a wolf.

As “Wolf" the movie opens,
Wwill Randsl!, a Manhattan hook
oditor baunted by feara of losing
his job, drives absently along a re.

mote coun road one mnowy
Sunday night. Suddenly, he's
' forced to slam on his brakes and a
dark figuro looms for an Instant
ahead. ‘There (s a jolt, and his car
skids off to the side of the road.
He cmerges, cautlously, and fol-
lows a thin trall of blood which
‘{ leads through the anow to a great
dark wolf.

Will can’t see it at first, but the
beast is allve. As it risca to escape
into the night, it bitea him on Lhu
wrist. From this moment on,
Will's life begine to change. The
transformation in subtle at fimst,
a3 his sensos become more acute
and his percoptions of thoso
around him sharpen. With each
passing day he s drawn dceper
into the mystical feral apirit of
i tho wolf,

For Will Randsll, nothing —

not his Job, not his marriage, not

/ any part of his 11fe — will ever be
the same again.

{ Jack Nicholsan stars as Will

Randall in Mike Nichols' “Wolf,"

a romantic thriller which also

stars Michelle Pfeiffer (as the one
{ woman who gets close to Will),
James Spader (as his colleague),
Kate Nelligan (as hin wife) and
Christopher Plummer (as his un-
forgiving employer).

hut
"Woll" i» relessed by Columbi

vied. “Becoming a woll Is not
preforable to remalning a human-
being. How can it be? It's dark,

frightening.”

“After Will begina changing,
tho things he secs have a helght-
ened quality — his apartment be-
comes even mora d-uluophomc
and d, the ceiling b

Pictures.
Producer Douglas Wick selzed
on thu idea of "Woll" when Jim
it to

lower, the bar and grid motils are
more apparent, the walls close in,
Macleish House, the publisking
where Will works, is ex-

fiew
him, At that :lmo, Harrison was
merely conaidering the concept.
He and Wick spent a year shaping
the impulse into a story.

Harrison, one of America’s
best-known contemporary novel-
{sts, was born {n Grayllng, Mich.

In 1960 he graduated from
Michigan State Univeraity with a
a degree in comparative li erature,
and that year ho also married his
high achool sweetheart. They still
live In Michigan whero they have
raised two daughters.

It was the Kafka-esque aspect
of “Wolf* that first appealed to
director Mike Nichols, “Like
‘Metamorphosis,’ this is a pocilc
expression of an {nner atate,” Ni-
chols says. “It's a metaphor for
the experience of becoming differ-
ent {rom everyone else and leav-
ing humanity behind, wh[ch ia
kind of n nigh that

tremely cluttered with books and
paper. Will's own office is tiny,
and the colors are flat, brown and
depressing,” said Bo Welch, pro-
duction designer.

In sharp contrast to this is Al
den Manor, set on rambling
grounds and surrounded by deep
woods. It {a here that Will fcela
most allve, and where ho finds
Laurs, who becomes his salava.

tion,

Nicholson has always been In-
trigued by the idea of playing a
werewoll. “1 had an idea that I
wanted to do it for years, * ho
says. “This was back before the
new speclal effects revelution. 1
wanted ta call it ‘Welfman, No
Makeup.'

It is Laura Alden (played by
Michelle Pfeiffer) who under.
atanda Will, and who offers him
her love dless of the conse-

to people in the middle of their
lives. There's also the idea that,
ane the other ride of such horvor,
there is something that jan't nec-
eaurily only dark, that endings
aren't necessarily endings, and
metamorphoses and changes
aren't necessarily only bad.”
Nichols atresses that Will's
transformation into a wolf s not
necesaarily something to be en-

quences. Sho is the daumr of
Will’s unscrupulous

So she's drawn to powerful experi-
ences, Beneath the aurface of her
princess’ life are tragedy and de-
spalr. She also has & sense, as
Will does, that in some way the
world Is ending. And she'sa deeply
pained by the cruelty of the world
and the auffering of its victims.
When she meets Will, she's very
touched by his pain and openess,
and also by his sense of defeat,
because she also feels defeated.
An he bcgml to feel empowered

msgnate boss, Alden (played by
Christopher Plummer).

“I think that Laurn is some-
body who, all her life, has had all
the things that other people are
supposed to want,” aaid Nichols.
“But in reality she ia s0 unhappy.
She's never been able to make
anything work to her aatisfaction.

as n new
uhen more and more druvm to

"Wolf' markas a reunion for
Mike Nichols and Jack Nichol-
son, who have worked together on
three films proviously — “Carnal

Knowledge" (1971), “The For-
tune” (1975) ond “Heartbum”
(1986).

(Jack Ni-
cholson) dis-
covers his
wild side in
“Wolf," o
Columbia
Pictures Re-

Rebeltlous daughter: Michelle Pfeiffer stars as Laura Al-

den in “Wolf.

UPCOMING MOVIES

There's something for everyone
et the movies. Hero's o list of
what's in the wings:

Opening Friday, Juno 17
8 “Fear Of A Black Hat™ — Main
Art exclusive, Hilarious comedy
that lampoons the world of hip

hop muisc, sort of a “Spinal
Rap,” the film folows the group
NWH through ita rise, fall and
comeback. Stars Rusty Cundieff,
Larry B, Scott, and Mark Christo-
pher Lawrence. Directed by Rusy
Cundleff.

.Star Theatres offer
itwo kinds of popcorn
|

l

Movie goers at Star Theatres
can choose between two types of
popcorn — “Healthier ClmlmI
popcorn, popped in canola of
and “Classic Comn,” prepared in
the traditional oil.

In light of the recent report con-
cerning fat content in movie the-
ater popeorn, Star Theatres con-
ducted comparison taste tests
with their customers choosing be-
iween the two typea of popcomn
oils. Results whowed a strong de-
mand for both types of popcorn.

Ono third of those participating
in the taste tests said they could
not taste the differcnce between
the canola oil-popped popcomn
and the coconut oif-popped corn.

One third sald they would
clearly select the canola il
popped corn due to health conaid-
crations. One third of the testrs
eald they llked the l-uu of the
traditional popped po;

Both types of pepeorn wm be

priced the same, and customers
wlll have the option of sdding
butter topping.

NICHOLSON
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® “Getting Even With Dad" —
Comedy about a young boy who
finds the perfect way to tumn his
father into the dad he never had
— = little love, a little kindneas,
and a little blackmail, Stars Ma-
caulay Culkin, Ted Danson,
Glenne Headly, and Hector Eli-

zondo. Directed by Howard
Deutch.
Opening Friday, June 24

B "Wyatt Earp” — An cpic of the
Amorican West from the 1860s to
Lhe turn of the century scen

ugh the exciting and tumul-

thro
tous life of Wyatt Earp from ry.

28
* @ “Little Big League™

youth to middle age. Stars Kevin
Costner.
® “Thoe Lion King” — An ani-
mated musical comedy-adventure
followa the heroic journey of Sim-
ba, & lion club, forced into exile by
his evil uncle following the death
of his father.

Openlng Wodnesday, Juno

— A2
year old ardent bascball fan in-
herits the slumping Minnesota
Twins and becomes the youngest
owner-manager in baseball histo-

What do rocks, bonea and
Rolling Stones have in com-
mon? You'll find them all at
the Detroit Science Center
where fossils, rocks and dine-
saurs of the Merozoic era are
on display along with the well-
preserved legends of the Rock
Era — that's the Rock ‘N’ Roll
Era, and those legends are
Mick Jagger and the Rolling
Swneu‘

ded by

the sights nnd sounds of the
Rolling Stones, 7:30 p.m. Fri-

See ‘Rolling Stones’
at Science Center

dnys and Saturdays, and 4:30
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.
Tickets arc $10.

The Detroit Science Center,
5020 John R., is cen 10 am. to
2 p.m. Monday through Friday,
11 am. to 5 p.m. Saturdays,
and noon to 5 p.m. Sundays.
Call 577-8400 fur show times.
Admission is .50 for adults,
$4.50 for children ages 4 to 12
and senior citizens. Children
three and under are free.
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