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Board win: just a beginning

By TiM BMrTii
HTAFY WhITER

For Thomas McConnall and Jo-
seph Miller, winning Monday's
Walled Lake school board race (a
only the beginning.

Both McConnetl — the Incum-
bent who topped five candidates
with 648 votes — and runner-up
chalienger Miller (485 voten)
know what lies ahoad,

Tentatively alated for Iate Sep.
tember or October s another
bond proposal, this one to en-
hance existing facillties and build
some new ones to help the district
deal with rapid enrollment
growth. Bocauss it closely follows
last October’s debacle — the pubs-
lic's defeat of a $135.6-mlllion
bond proposal — the school board
will be under much closer scruti-

ny.
The victorious candidates know

i

“The first and foremost thing
on the agenda . , . in to got out
and explaln to the people exactly
what’s happening with the bond
jusue,” said the 34-year-old
McConnell around 30 pm.
Monday, with eight of nine pre.
cincts counted and victory appar.

ent.

Only 1,111 out of approximately
44,000 registered voters (about 2.6
percent) cither voted at the nine
precincts or by way of absentee
ballot. McConnell and Miller led
the field, followed by challengers
Cathy Phillips (311 votes), David
Dewar (276 votes) and Steven
Kennelly (251 votes).

McConnell, who was appointed

WALLED LAKE

to a one-year term in July 1992
and then re-clected to another
ono-yoar atint last June, sald the
board “learned a couple things”
from the defeat of the last bond

proposal.

Details about this year's pro-
posal, expectad to be lower than
$100 million, might be hammered
out at the Thursday, June 23,
achool board meeting, naid board
preaident David Flammer.

“We leamed that, as much ns
we did to get the word out, people
were looking for more apecific in-
farmation,” McConnell said, add-
ing he Intends to work hard to
make that happen,

‘The incumbent said his victory,
meanwhlile, indicated to him that
what he's “doing and saying is on
thu‘ right track.”

Miller also said he wouldu't
have a problem confusing {ssuea
at the school district ho works for
(Willow Run) with the one he'll
represent as a board member. “I'll
definitely scparata the two.”

Spreading bond proposal mon-
ey across the district would be
music to the cars of residents
such ns Merk and Claudis Clan-
cey, who live [n the area of the ag-
ing Wizom Elementary School.

“There are a lot of people in
this area who have feit wo are not
gotting representation on the

ard,” said Mark Clancey short-
1y before polls closed cutside Wix-
om Elementary (Precinct 4). “All
the money seema to be pouring
out to the east.”

That was a reference to apark-
ling uhooh“yum In recent years,
Ineludi o

g 1o the 31y 1d
Miller, who has been active this
year in bringing improvements to
Glengary Elementary School
(where his son is a student), keep-
ing the band proposal cost ns low
as poasible [s a top priority.

Not overdoing aesthetics when
bullding new schools or improy-
ing exlating ones could bo & way
to do so, he aald,

“I'm well oware the older
achools need work," Miller sald.
“I'm o firm bellever in getting
{physical) equity in all the build-
ings, o set standard. The new
bulldings they've bullt are beauti-
ful. But I don't think we need to
spend that much money. I don't
ace how that benefits atudenta.”
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Lake Middle
School on Pontiac Trail.

“Look at the school you'rs
standing [n front of right now,” he
sald. “It's terribly old, and even
in their next projected millage
there's no money to replace” it.

Clancey sald he votad for two of
the three Wixom-based chal-
lengers {Dewar, Kennelly, Phil-
lips). He wouldn't say which ones.

After conceding defeat nt the
district’s Ladd Rosd election
headquarters and shaking the
hands of his opponents, Dewar
shrugged off the notion that too
many Wixom candidates weak.
encd any of their chances.

“I wasn’t running for Wixom or
speaking for that area,” Dewsr
sald. “1 consider (that) a school
board person representa the whole
area, not just one part of it."
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Tired
of not

sleeping?

Our Sleep Center can help.

You may think that lack of sleep is an inconvenience.
but interrupted sleep patterns can affect your health
in ways you might not realize. such as drowsiness
fatigue. irritability, even sexual problems

The Sleep Center at Qakwood Downriver Medical

Center can offer effective treatment for sleep related
problems. Our medical team. led by a board-certified
physician. will help determine the cause of your -
problem and offer treatment that will return you to

a healthier lifestyle

So if you're not sleeping well. or live with someone
who is having problems, give us a call We will help
you get the sleep you need

The Sleep Center.
Call 382-6165.
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