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On the stump
Rally might be worth a look

vmetimes we think the good people of
snw T AT TON AP A0 Felling just o
bit ecent-xd out these days

Seems us though it's been one community
whoop-de-doo after another on the weekends
Al through May and on into June. Let's see .
't Farnungton folks just turn out big
rescue the Ruuge fur the vighth or

e, and dedn’t they pack the police
1o at the Haells Police Open House a cou-
Fateamy Sundays o't
urse there have been the ususd com-
f banquets, swands ceremonies, ben.
rune, concerss in the park and
o programs for the kids. And, hey,
looruing on the July horizon? Why
e Farnungton Founders Festival, the
event of them all.
#uiNy onanour town,
the dead days of summer, something
¢ “old-fa~hioned political rully™ sched-
G pm. Saturday, July 2, at

Park ju-~t might 2ot lost in the

palitical rally - sortof an
forum - gets found by lots

t residents who care about
v and how it's governed.

the politica nd wanna-be
ark that

the challengers have been
You know who you are.

dates for gosernor, U8, senator and
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B Some of the challengers have
been playing hard to get. You know
who you are. We'll bo taking
names.

representative have been nsked to participate.
1f they're amurt they'l) show. Politica) pundits
have called areas like Farmington crucial in
deciding the gubernatorial race. Hopefuls for
the state und county ruces also are expected
to tutk und listen.

Euach hopeful will have his/her time on the
stump. Of course, questions from the sudience
will be encouraged.

The event will offer more than just politics.
Rep ives of F. i rea civic
groups will be on hand to answer questions
ubout their activities, There will be hayrides,
food, clowns and an nppearance by
Farmington Hills’ own Parkey the Panda.

Music will be provided by the Farmi:

Community Band and the Sweet Adelines
Barbershop singers. A local classic car elub
will display antique autos, weather permit-
ting. There'll be plenty to eat and lots of pop.
lemonade and iced tea to wash it down with.
Sure, it’s just another Saturday doings in
town, and we realize everybody's very busy. But
we think this ~old-fashioned political rally” is
worth a look. We thank the city of Farmington
Hills and the Cammittee to Increase Voter
Participation for co-sponsoring it.

Regional approach to water

ater, waterewerswhere . L but not
2 drop to sprinkle on your lawn to-
day unless, of course, your ad-
with an odd number.

days of this heat wave and
ter emergency,” many of us are
o6 the odd-ven swstem that regulates outdoor

 water tae. Thome with even street addresses
* water thetr lawns on wven days; odd addresses
. un odd days.

Acsually, a bit of conservation isn't too

. much to ask if there is o real emergency, and
. considenng the circumstonces - a heavy de-

mand for water because of dry weather condi-

_ uons and an ongoing delivery problem with

the supplier - we grucsa there i3, 0 was.
But when this blistering heat finally cases up
and the water mains are repaired and the sprin-

- kler o on again all over southeastern Michignn,

weve gut to talk about this water situation.
New please remember: No matter what the

politicians or engincers or TV talking heads

+ say, there is no water shortage in metropoli-

: tan Detroit. How could there be when its resi-
- dents «it ot the edge one of the largest
. supplies of fresh water on Planet Earth - the

Gruat Lakes?
No. we're not short of water, probably never

" will be. It's our delivery system that has eome

up short during this emergency.
Most of us get our water from Detroit, the
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department o

. be specific, and there have been some real
. problems with that entity over the years.

We wonder if Detroit Water - with its anti-
quated mains and equipment, and shot
through as it is with constant city-suburban

" squabbling - is what we nced to supply water

'

to an expanding metropolitan Detroit.

We badly need o regional authority to con-
trol anything o3 crucial as water delivery in
an area s large as metro Detroit. And that
authority should have . . . well, authority.

It would be empowered to set standardy

{ and make them stick. It should be vastly dif-

ferent than o toothless planning agency.

Its word would be law, and it would put an
end to the petty politics that divide Detroit
and its suburbs over issucs like water.

What petty politica? Well, over the years,
the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department
has been run more as a jobs program than os
a water delivery system for everyone in south-
east Michigan.

Suburbanites can serve on the Water
Department Board, but only those selected by
the mayor ofDetraoit. Only Detroiters may
work for the department. That's petty - and it
shuts out a lot of talented people whose only
shortcoming is that they don’t happen to live
in the city of Detroit.

More importantly, we need a strong region-
al authority that would control the kind of
runaway suburban (or should we say exur-
ban?) development that has led ta excessive
demands on the water delivery system and
other infrastructure.

State Sen. David Honigman, R-West
Bloomfield, was gutsy enough to propose a re-
gionalized water system for metropolitan
Detroit. But, like a lot of good ideas to come
out of Lansing last year, it got ateamrolled by
that juggernaut of education reform that even-
tunlly led to Proposal A.

Keep at it, Sen. Honigman, Now it's time
for Propoan! W - for water reform.

COMMUNW Voice
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ocs anyone on Farmington Hills City

On mayor debate
Caounci! listen? The June 13 city coun-

D cil public henring on o cuuncil initin-

tive for an elected mayor was u sad disploy.
For two public sessions on this matter, there
has been not one citizen who has supported
the proposal. Because of that, those council
members who support the initintive huave set a
new dote, Jupe 20, to try and find people to
speak in their fuver, That makes it seem that
public support is at best, contrived,

Council members, please listen. You may hear
something. We, the people of Farmington Hills
do not want an clected mayor. We have a city
manager form of government that works and
works well.

We don't need an elected mayor with more
clout or an agendn. Qur present form of gov-
ernment gives “clout™ and the agenda-setting
process to the people who need it. That is the
city manager us executive and the council ot
large as the legislative body, We don't need
two executives.

Appointments to commissions are often politi-
cal. We want to minimize politics. An clected
mayor with a set sgenda can moke appoint-
ments that can affect the city for years.
Rotation of the mayor yearly reduces risk of
an ill-thought agenda,

Please don't hide behind “Let the voters de-
cide.” We elected you to make thoughtful deci-
nions. Otherwise, we don’t need council
members who refused to do what the people
nsk through public hearings and studies,

And Inst, council, undertand why we elected
you, It was not to ncquire “power.” It was Lo
think and act in the best intereat of the city of
Farmington Hills, For two public sessions, the
people have spoken. Please listen,

Stuart L. Selis, Farmington Hills

armington Hilla taxpayera minsed n fns-

Quite a show
cinating show during the June 13 bud-

I get meeting. {t wna worthy of LT,

Bamum at his best,

Therc wns no stopping Bill Costick, city
manager, as he flashed his devastating dis-
play of charts and graphs on the screen.

For nearly 46 minutes, the few homeowners
present gnzed in silent subminaion aa our city
came out on top in virtually every category in
relation to other communitics: low tax rates,
low rubbish rates, number of police per capita,
building inspectors per capita, low number of
city employces per capita, new civic develop.
menta such as an enlarged fire station, new
park, minimum employec raises, and so on

and so on.

The two or three homeowners who spoke
out against the budget within their allotted
three minutes, were rolled over by Costick's
juggernaut us the council voted unanimaously
in fuvor of the budget as presented with two

bers giving lades to the city

An interesting contrast to the few home-
ownera was the large contingent of city em-
ployces present (department heads,
assistants) who lent on impressive support to
the admini ion’s pi ion. Sort of pro-
tecting their turf, so to speak.

‘What was conveniently stressed was the
supposition that the budget was so carcfully
crafted that there was absolutely no way to
cul out nny item withaut incurring tota! disans-
ter to the community,

To his credit, one council member publicly
atated that he voted in toto for the budget
with a clear conscience and in the fullness of
his soul.

I pray that will suffice to square with any
finnncial crisis which may lie down the road
ahead, unscen, unexpected, and unprepared.

Albert Rosen, Furmington Hills

penking for the Farmington Aren

Lions say thanks
Lions Club members in this aren, we

s wish to thank the Meijer stores for

their recent drive to collect used eyeglasses
for the Liona Clubs,

It is my understanding that about 7,000
paira of glasses were collected in the tri-state
aren of Indinna, Ohio and Michigan. Scon
these glosses will be processed through the
focility at Muncie, Ind. and be on their way to |
help people in the less fortunate countries
around the world.

The Lions in the immedinte area of the
Meijer store in Northville wish to thank the
store’s personnci and their customers, who
turned in nbout 300 pairs of used eycglossea
during the period of May 16-30.

These glasaea have been sorted and boxed
for shipment to the Muncic location for re-
pair, cleaning, and checking for the existing
prescription; and then they also will be on
their wny to help some who need glasses.

If people have used eyeglasses that they
want to donate, contact your local Lions Club,
or you can contact me at 476-6267 and I will
nttempt to inform you of the closest collection
point,

Agnin we wish to thank everyone who con-
tinues to help the Lions in this very worth.
while project to help the visually
handicapped.

Dick Carvell, Farmington Area Lions
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