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Big Four networks gear up
for 1994-95 ratings battle

BY JOHN CROOK

Watch for ABC to pull into flrst
place pext season, based on the fall
TV lipeup recently unvelled by all
four networks.

ABC’s victory seems likely as the
petwork plays it relatively sale,
adding a spartan six new primetime
series to lts fall lineup.

Amosg the missing are “Ameri-
ca's Fueniest People,” “Phenom,”
“Thea,” “George,” “Blrdland” and
“Byrds of Paradise.” “Matlock” and
“Sister, Sister” are expected to re-
turn midseason.

New series ioclude: “On Our
Own,” with six real-life xlblings
playing a family of arphans: “Bloe
Skies,” a sitcom starring Corey Par-
ker (“Flyieg Blind) comle Steve
Harvey in “Me and the Boys™; "All.
Americzn Girl” with Asfan-Ameri-
can comic Margaret Cho, “My So-
Called Life” starring Bess Arm-
strong, from the “thirtysomething*
team; and “McKenna“ with Chad
Everett.

“These Friends of Mine” has a
new title (“Ellen"), while “Thunder
Alley” has axed mom Diane Venora
(the part Is being recast).

CBS, striving to minlmize damage
from Fox's rald on its affillates,
keeps Sundays and Tuesdays Intact,
but drops “Evening Shade™ on Mon-
days in favor of “The Boys Arc
Back,” with Hal Linden and Suzanne
Pleshette,

Two {reshmas series, “Daddy’s
Glrls” with Dudley Moore and
“Touched by an Angel,” a gender-
switched “Highway to llftven"~

NBC brazenly moves “Wings" and
“Frasier” (with “The Martin Short
Show” sandwiched In between them)
from Thursdays to Tuesdays, oppo-
site ABC favorites “Fuil House™ and
‘Roseanne” - fuellng industry spec-
ulation that Roseanne Arnold’s high-
1y publicized personal travails may
leave her serles vulnerable to strong
challenger. Expect NBC to move
“Frasier” to a safer berth, however,
1f ratings drop too sharply.

“Earth 2,” & new Steven Splelberg
series, joins “seaQuest DSV on Sun-
days. “The Cosby Mysteries” gets a
Wednesday berth.

esque drama, are on Wed; Y

“Christie wlll return as a mld-
season replacement, losing s
Thursday berth to “Due South,” the
Capadlan Mountle series. Also new
on Thursday ls “Chicago Hope,” a
bospltal drama from David E. Kel-
ley {(“Picket Fences”).

The police mystery “Under Suspi-
cioa™ Jolns the lineup on Fridays (re-
placing “Burke’s Law,” which will
rtlm later). “The Five Mrs. Bu-
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** Judith Ivey's new sltcom,
fills hulf the slot vacated by “Harts
of the West"” on Saturday, along with
lh‘e last-minute-reprieved “Hearts
Aflre.”

Missing In action are “The Road
Home” and “Tom,” aa well a3 “In
the Heat of the Night,” which will
latr otly as four two-hour TV mov-
es,

Robert De Niro portrays crime
ford Al Cspene In "The Untouch-
ables,” Thursday on Clnemax.

On Thursdays, “Mad About You"
and “Setnfeld” are jolned by Courte-
ney Cox in “Friends,” “Madman of
the People” with Dabney Coleman
ard “E.R.,” a medical drama from
Michael Crichtoa (“Jurassic Park”).

“Dateline NBC 2" precedes the
reprieved “Homiclde™ on Fridays,
while “Young at Heart” with Gene
Wilder and “Sweel Justice” with
Melissa Glibert and Cicely Tyson
are new on Saturday.

Among the missing are “Nurses,”
“Winnetkzs Road,” “Saved by the
Bell,” “Getting By,” “Cafe Ameri-
caln” and "The Mommles,” which
may return later.

Foz, flush wilh its new VHF atfi-
llates and seven-pights-a-week pro-
gramming (plus the NFL games),
moves “The Slmpsons™ to Sunday,
slides “Martin™ and “Living Single"
to Thursday and adds several new
dramas:

The spy caper “Fortune Hunter,"
starring Mark Frankel, formerly of
“Slaters™; “Party of Five," yct an-
other “orphans” drama; Linda Gray
in “Models, Inc.”; the superbero se-
ries “MANTLS"”; and “Uptown
Undercover,” a New York variation
on “Miami Vice.”

Also new are two sitcoms, “Hard-
ball” with Dann Florek (Dave
Meyer from “L.A. Law") and & Gen-
eration X comedy, “Wild Oals."
“The Critie,” dumped by ABC, laset
lf-_o be a midseason replacement for

ox.

Casuslties includs “Roc,” “Ia Liv-
ing Color,” “Slobad,” "The Geotge
Carlln Show” (which may be back),
“South Central,” “Herman's Head"
and the acclaimed but low-rated
;nw Adventures of Brisco County,
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