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STREET SOUNDS

Woke Up With a Monster
— Cheap Trick

“Woke Up With a Monster.”
Cheap Trick's fint album for
their new label, Wamner Bruth-

ers Revords, goes from one bad
M song to another.

They seem to have espoused
B the old punk motto of "three

chords, no waiting.” Their
only problem is that the songs
 tack the energy, passion and
relevant lyrical content that
made punk rock a musical
force in the late 1970s. The
Istics. st their best, reach the sophomoric level of
the song. "You're All | Wanna Do.”

Cheap Trick often points to the fact that guitar-
ist Rick Nielsen has an extensive collection of dis-
tinctive guitars and that bassist Tom Petersson
plays 12-string basses which he designed himaell.
“Woke Up With a Monster™ is proof that no mat-
ter how cool your guitar is. it can not write a
song.

Cheap Trick is lucky it has built a reputation
ovet the last 17 years with songs like “I Want You
to Want Me” and “Dream Police™ because it will
qve them another opportunity to make & good
record. 1f they can recapture the apirit of
rock'n'roll they once had, they could go on to
record something worth a listen. Until then, they
will just have to continue riding on their reputa-
tion.

— Eric Darling

“Carotid”
— Walk on Water

The band’s five-song debut for
Detroit’s Rustbelt Records
.| proves once again that Walk on
X |Water is one of the arca's alterna-
~ 2 {tive rock bands tmost likely to hit

it big.

Although Mark Kahaian®s vo-
cals aren't flawless, he controls them well enough
that there's na doubting the emotions he wants to
share.

The horns on the opening number “Six a.m.”
add pew dimension to Walk on Water while the
groovy “Lower Me” has hit potential.

The release is available through Rustbelt
Recortls, 1145 Griawold St., Detroit, M1 48226,

— Christina Fuoco

Whatever
— Screwface

There are two curses com-
mon to the eatly recording ef-
f forts of too many rock bands:
either the songs all sound ex-
K actly the same, or they're so
ll diverse that the sound of the
Nl froup is lost. Detroit’s own
Screw{ace, after only about
one year together, has deftly
warded off both of these evils
with its debut release, “What.

ever.

Band members Clay Brown,
Steve Wisner and Brian Foley run the gamut of
contemporary grunge/metal in this cohesive com-
pilation of 10 tunes.

“The Screwface sound is dark and heavy without
ainking to the lugubrious, while the lyrica aften
display s subtle black humor. “Whatever™ cpens

th the sledgehammer rift of “Needle” and closes
with the uncompromising thrush of “Porne Mov-
je” and "M.D.Y.M.”

In between, Screwface conjures the 1pirits of
Primus, Sou snd Tool. The instnimental
“&Swupiuuwwtzﬁccdn Band
with & punchy punk-funk groave.

. The ope Screwface might want to make
would be to add & lead vocalist 1o the line-up. Gui-
tarist Clay Brown currently covers most of the vo-
¢l chores, and be's not bed st all, but the musi-
anship snd arrangrments deserve vocals of the
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# From Toad the Wet
Sprocket to Jeff Buckley
and a New Orleans style fu-
neral for a well-known bar-
man, the metro Detroit mu-
sic scene will be as exciting
as the Freedom Festival fire-
works Wednesday night.

By CHRISTINA Froco
STATY Wlstem

Having hit sin-
gles and albums
has been inapiring
to Toad the Wet
Sprocket’s
drummer Randy
Guas. But within
the last few years he has found tour-
ing especially enlightening — liter-
ally.

During a set by opening band
Gegiy Tah, Guss was at the helm of
the lighting board. It's a fascination
he's had since Toad toured with the
Gin Blossoms two years ago.

“One night the house ligi
wasn't there; [ said "['ll do it,
Gusa via telephone from CNN head-
quatters in Atlanta where his band-
mates were being interviewed by
cartoon characters. "It's actually re-
ally fun. [t reminds me of being in
an opening band.™

Controlling Geggy Tah's light
show alluwed him to help turn Toad
fans on to the “avant soul” duo
while mingling with hia own [ans, he
added.

Toad is touring in support of its
Iateat album “Dulcinea,” a more

A ¢

ng guy
said

Sprocket lights up St.

A

mellow effort th:
ing predecessor “F 's filled
with Toad's trademark alternapop
(*Fly from Heaven™) but this time
around the California quartet dab-
bles in country ("Nanci") and
straight-forward rock’n"roll (“Fall
Down®)

Guss said that although there's a
slight sound change with “Dulci-
nea,” it's a fairer representation of
the band's sound.

“It's not necessarily off the regu-
lar path. [t's just that we're farther
along.”

Taad the Wet Sprocket and Geggy
Tah perform at St. Andrew's Hall,
431 E. Congress, Detroit, at 7:30

Detroit debut: Jeff Buckley (second from left) plays the Gem
Theatre in Detroit July 1 with his band, which includes Mick
Grondahl, Matt Johnson and Michael Tighe.

p.m. Thursday, June 30, Tickets are
$15 in advance, $17 at the door for
the all-ages show. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 961.5451.

Be forewamed, June 30 is the rain
day for the Detroit-Windsor Inter-
national Frecdom Festival fireworks
downtown.

Jeff Buckley
Jeff Buckley has played in banda
for moat of his life but when he

found himself broke last year, he de-
cided ta go out on his own and re-
think his musical career.

“I needed maney and | needed to
find out exactly what the music is,
what it feeln like, what it Jooks like,”
said o mumbling. groggy Buckley
who had just woken up.

He planned to play solo for awhile
but juat like love, his band members

Andrew’s

trying to send out a pheromone hop-
ing that the right band would smelt
me and merry me,” ho sald. "1
wasn't playlng (with the new line-
up) 1'd be pretty devastated.”

Gultarist/vocallst Buckloy and
his relotively now band — bassist
Mick Grondahl, drummer Matt
Johnson and guitarist Michae!
Tighe -— will make their Detroit-
area debut Friday, July 1, at the
Gem Theatrs in Detroit. The set
will foature material from the quar-
tet's first full.Jength studlo album
“Grace," due to hit stores on Tuee-
day, Aug. 23.

Earlier this year Buckley released
his debut salo EP “Live at Sin-E"
and since then, music industry in-
uiders have been abuzx about Buck-
ley’s raw talent. Does that add any
pressure to Buckley who said cur-
rently his life Is in a major upheav-

17

“No, not really. It mekes mo feel
kind of buzzy,” he said. "You get to
a place and it's like walking into the
village of the damned (where) they
already know who I am. But really
nobody knows what I'm doing 'til
get there.”

The soft-epoken California guitar.
ist admits that fans of his solo al-
bum haven't been quite sure how to
take his new project. But, he sald,
they haven't been disappolnted.

*1 think they've been skeptlcal
but then when they come in and see
.+ . It's not like a pickup band or
just these session guys. They're gon-
na be around for awhlle.”

For more information about tick-
ots, which are $6, call (313) 963-
9800.

Fond farewell

Frienda and family of former Al
vin's maneger Herman (Willle)
Landt will say good-bye to him Sat-
urday, July 2, the way he wanted it
— with a New Orleans-stylo funeral
on his birthday in front of the De-
troit restaurant/bar.

“Walk With Willie" will pay trib-
ute to Landt who died May 24 of
heart failure.

“This is what ho wanted,” sald
Bernadette Kurkowski, who co-
managed Alvin’s with Landt, her
companion of 17 years. “He made us

came into hiu life i}
“{ think the romantic in me was

Soo EXCITING, 8A

Proclaimers hit the highway 4 years later

e oy

Look-allkes: The Proclaimers — identical twins Craig and

Charlie Reid — play the Majestic in Detroit July 7 with

Greenberry Woods.

By CliRtsTINA FUOCO
BYary Wuma

The Proclaimers were confident
that they were going to have a hit in
the United Statea some day. They
juat didn't think that it would be
nearly four years aRer the song was
originally released.

“We always expected that il we
were going to have a hit in America
that you'd be on the road somewhere,
sitting in Texns or New York when
you found out,” said Cralg Reid who
makes up The Proclaimers with his
brother Chatlie. “But I was in my
house in Edinburgh (Scotland), we'd
not played live for years.”

The acoustic ditty “I'm Gonna Be
(500 Miles)” sold nearly a million
copies after it became a part of the
soundtrack to “Benny & Joon” In

1993,

“The album on which it was origi-
nally released “Sunshine on Lelth”
sold another 450,000.

“Wa were shocked; they told us
they wanted to use it in the movie

[ Tho acoustlc ditty 'i'm
Gonna Be (500 Mlies)’

sold noarly a mlillon cop-

ies after it bacame a part
of the soundtrack to
‘Benny & Joon' in 1993.

soundtrack album and only 10 sec-
onds in the middle of the song (would
be in the movie),” Reid sald.

The only drawback to the song’s
popularity was that The Proclaimers
weren’t prepared to tour when It hit,
Reid said.

Now, they've hit the highway in
support of their new aibum appropri.
ately titled, “Hit the Highway.”

The Proclaimers and Greenberry
Woods will perform at the Majestic,
4140 Woodward Ave., Detroit, on
Thursday, July 7. Doors open at 8
p.m. Tickets are $13.50 in advance.
Call (313) 963-7680 or (810) 645-6666
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