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OPINION

21898 FarMINGTON RD.,

On their terms
Manage this development

hey'll tell you they moved out here for o
T reason. Now, because of unwanted

deselopment, they feel that reason is
disappeanng in a hurry.

The fere i this develupment saga happens
to be eastern Farmington Hills in the 12
MiteMiddlebelt wrvea, but it could be just
abuut anywhere in the suburban sprawl that
ares acrusy the northern and western edges of
metropolitan Detruit.

1n Farmungton Hills, the cause celebre for
some angry residents is a proposed commer-
cial and residential pruject that would replace
a wooded wrea southeast of 12 Mile and
Middlebelt,

Residents stewed when the project passed
the planning commission. They steamed when
1t was passed by a divided v i
tinally their lids blew off when they found that
the developer, tiary Jonna, had contributed
$150 to Mayor Larry Lichtman's re-election
campagn Last year.

Now these folks, muny of them 18- or 20-
year residents. are hopping mad at Lichtman
and the other three WJoanne Smith, Jon Grant
and Nancy Baws» who said yes to the project,

They're on the phone, in the Observer office
and stomping through the subdivisions with
petitions. We've even heand the dreaded R (for
recall: word muttend.

Une of their more aroused members,
Sharva Stein, his written a guest column on
the subject. It appears on the page opposite
this vne

These restdents, 1t se¢ms o us, are just
afruid that growth, like old age, is going te
comme creeping along whether they want it or
not. There are certain thingy they can do to
put it off. They can resolve to live with it more

comfortably. They can even enjoy it and use it
to their advantage,

The trick is to huve the development on
their terms, not the developer’s and not the
politicians’.

That's why we're pleased to note that the
residents’ anger seems to be constructive in
nuture. Those we've talked to seem to realize
that the section can't stay woodsy and wild
forever.

Their petition containg a aumber of excels
lent suggestions:

W New businesses there will not sell or serve
liquer.

B Businesses will be closed for not less that
five hours u duy. In other words, nu round-the-
clock supermarkets.

# Businesses will not be constructed with
notice of construction in the newspapers and
on cable TV

B Projects mll be limited to 6 acres und con-
structed in adhervnce to zoned setbucks and
parking requirements

& Projects will be built 0 us not to create n
nuisance to any surrounding property.

8 There will be a reduction of the housing to o
maximum of 140 units.

The residents have put on a good show.
They've displnyed their anger - and the city
and developer should not undervstimate it
They've also done their homework and come
up with some rvasonable nltermatives.

By coming on in such a constructive man-
ner, the residents have shown that they are
willing to work with the developer und the
city. Hopefully, the result with be a develop:
ment that eversone can live with,

Now it's up to the city and the developer to
listen.

or most of us, the Fourth of July

Empowerment:

I three-day weekend filled with back-

vard cookouts, fireworks, parades, or maybe
a trip up north.

Rarely do we spend time thinking about the
revolutionary act, the defiance to the estab-
tished world order that the Declaration of
Independence really was.

It was a document put together by busi-

n . farmers and shopkeepers who basi-
mll) s:nd they had a nght to govern
themselves. Such an idea doesn’t seem very
radical by today’s standards, but more than
200 years 2zo, in a world ruled by kings and
rich landownery, it was revolutionary.

Those ideas are as alive and powerful todny
as they were in Philadelphia on that hot July
night when they were peaned by Thomas
JefTersan. Just stop by a local school board or
government meeting and listen to the people
complain about how they're being treated by
government.

When a resident stands up to speak out, he
or she is using one of the most powerful ideas
in the Declarntion of Independence:
Government exists for the people.

That idea was as powerful a weapon
agninst the rule of English kings ax it is now
against the bureaucrats who often forget that
they work for us and not the other way
around.

Over the years we've had those who would
try to control, kill, or modify our version of

On menu for 4th

democrucy expressed in that document. Those
threats have come from the political right and
left.

Republicans use the phrase “family values™
a8 though they own them. T
way to discredit gays. [t's a simple ploy to take
a political vuice away from a portion of sur
socicty.,

Those on the left are just as guilty. Political
correctness is their version of attempting to
take the political voice away from those who
see things differently nnd wish to express
themselves.

But sancr souls will prevail. 1t just takes a
couple of simple acts. Speaking up ot govern-
ment meetinga, writing letters to elected offi-
cials, and voting give us power.

Suburban communities are having primary

ions in August. Traditionally the turnout
is light. nllowing special interest groups to
swing an election. Those groups often have o
single agenda. They aren’t concerned about
“We the people.”

Qur job is to vote in those clections. The
Declaration of Independence established the
idea that government should do the best job it
can for the largest number of people.

But we can't rely on a more-than-200-
year-old piece of psper. We have to make
sure that document is alive. And the only
way to do that is to become involved in our
communities.

Think nbout it 0s you celebrate on July 4;
then act on Aug. 2.
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'79 Hawks soared
oftball a non-winning tradition at
Harrison High School? Not always.
An article which appeared earlier this
spring in the Observer sparked my interest

and caused me to reflect back on a time in the
1970s when the softball Hawks were definite-

them have become more complicated.

In recent years and months, I have had the
experience, for one reason or another, of com-
ing into contact with various facets of local
government. This experience has sometimes
been pl nnd someti ! but
always n learning expericnce.

I have gotten to meet some of our top lead-
ers and get an idea of their intellects (always

Iy n factor, and at times o d ing one, in
the Western Six League.

I congratulnte the 1994 Harrison teams on
their success this season and wish them the
same for 1995. Records are made to be broken,
and it was time that a Hawks team did just
that, as they shattered the 17-3 record sct by
the Hurrison High School girla in 1979,

Probably not many people in Observerland
remember the hard work and dedication of
those girls, but it was definitely there. [ know.
I waa their coach for nine seasons, from 1971«
79. They were years to be remembered nnd 1
reflect back on them often.

Once again, [ congratulate the new breed of
1994 nnd at the same time [ would like to rec-
ognize the "ladies of spring.” 1979 (as their
names appeared then): Sharon Agar, Linda
Bache, Ann Corbett, Barb Erickson, Debbic
Goodwin, Gina Kilkka, Helen Laskaris, Peggy
Maher, Kathleen McManus, Geri Marcellino,
Cynthin Pink, Kathy Purcell and Lori Webb.

Sandy Rivers, White Loke Township

Smell the mall

o Postmaster Mark Bates: Free coffec at
post offices? Cut out the coffee crap at
the post office, All we expect is good ser-
vice, which ia now sadly lacking.
No one drinks that coffee. What kind of
nonsense in this? Wake up and smell the mail.
A. Dillon, Farmington

'Nothing but air’
Jthough once in the past I criticized
councilman Aldo Vagnozzi, perhnps un.

A fairly in n moment of anger, I want to

commend him on his recent suggestion of tak-
ing live telephone calls ot council meetings.

It may or may not work, but by the very
suggestion it shows he has our best interests
in mind. Bravo to you, Mr, Vagnozzi.

Although I was born in this community aix
decades ago and have lived here since, [ have
never had anything more than a passing in-
terest in the way our local government was

}yand what they are about. Thny all
seem to want what is best for our community,
but there is o common thread running
throughout.

They all moke decisions without always ob-
jectively taking the time to fairly gather pro
and con information and analyzing it before
making their decisions.

They are in too much of n hurry, feel unre-
alistic anger at disugreement and tend to be
emotional and subjective in their deciaions,
rather thon open minded and objective.

1 don’t expect many of them to agrec with
this, but it is because what 1 just said is Lrue.

1 have been around the business world for
many years. 1 can assure anyone who has any
doubts that City Manager Bill Costick is one
of the most ndept and perceptive individunts [
have ever met. He is well qualified for his jub,

1 have met chief of police Dwyer, He is
tough and intelligent. He looks the part. They,
the council and others, all want what is best
for the city and ita citizens. But they are not
always right.

They make mistakes because they arce hu-
man. The problem is, how does an ordinary
citizen who sees or thinka he sees mistakes by
government get their views heard, (other than
hy council, city manager or police chicf who
may have made the mistokes) and acted upon?

When you have reached the top, there is
nothing but air above yon. The mistake may
ns well be set in concrete, Perhaps Mr,
Vognozzi is right on track: more public aware-
ness and input.

Kenncth Kemp, Farmington Hills

Are you listening?
n order to save the taxpayers lota of mon-
ey, why don’t we release all of the prison.
ers ond close up all of the jails?

Isn't this 0 wonderful idea? Hmmm . .

Engler, are you listening?

Leon I. Schoichit, Farmington Hills

. Gov.

Oplinions ate to be shared: We welcome your

ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weokly basis for opinions in your
own words. We will heip by editing for clarity. To

run. Needless to say, everything has ch d
during this time.

There nre more problems and concerns of
citizens and government affecting more peo-
ple, and the solutions and waya of handling

assure y, we ask that you sign your
lettor and provide a contact telephone number.

Lotters should be maited to: Editor, The
Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48336.
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