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POINTS OF VIEW

Council should lend an ear to tale of frustrat

his |8 n tale that noods to be
told, A tale of frustrated rosi-
denta/taxpayers/voters, whose
wishes and oplnlvnlr :xhv lgelnl Ignored
o f

od since, and resldonts have attonded

each and every one. And, when allowed
to speak, have spoken out sgainst this
devel Inevery i ton of

by some o F

Hills City Council, who | might add,
wero elected by the residents to repro-
sent them.

Once upon a time there was a plece
of Jand on the comer of 12 Mile and
Middlebelt.

And the residents were happy.

Enter Gary Jonna of Jonna Realty
Ventures, with an ambitious plan to
develop thia corner. A meeting was
scheduled for Aug. 12, 1993, Hundreds
of residents attended, Some had to hire
baby sitters, some came with babies in
tow and many rearranged prior com-
mitmenta. The dlacussion of the devel.
opmont was poatponed befors most
knew what had happened, .

And the residenta wers confused.

Several meetings have boen conduct-

These same rosid

who have boen limited to a few minutes
each to state their points have endured
hours of salesmanship and rhetoric by
the Jonna team. Jonna was even grant-
ed the courtesy on every occasion to ro-
but the residents’ statemonts. Tho ros-
idents, however, were never ded
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\

tho samo courteay.

SHARON STEIN

And tho resid wero fi d.

‘The most recent round in this “wear
down the residents” contest was hold
Monday night, June 20. After Jonna's
team ance again presented its caso for
more than one hour, tho rost of us (the
peoplo who pay the bills in this town)
were allowed to speak. Many spoko out
tolling the council that they were not in
favor of the PUD (planned unit devel-

opment) which would allow Jonna,
without requesting a change in zoning,
to uso the property in a different man-

our mayor, and friend of Gary Jonns,
cast the deciding vote, 4 to 3 in favor.
One can not Ealp but note the [act that

on

that's the case, we probably lh;mld
turn that who‘h‘-{u intoa buge, mas-

sive
inly the traffic will got down to

Larry n con-
tributions from people whose last
name {s Jonna.

And tho residents were angry.

Mr. Jonna is a super-salesman and
had done his job well, Some membera
of city council were willing to buy hia
quackery, quickly. Tho sales pitch, was
full of holes and some on our council
seemed to ignore them. One that
stands out waa when Jonna's traffic
consultant reported that the trafiic ait-
un!\n'n would actually improve when

nier. To be specific, a retail st i
center and free-standing restaurant
and 180 detached single-family homes.
No one in the audience spoke in favor
of the propoeal, except the davelop

this 1 was finished. In re-
buttal, counci! member Vagnozzi said
it best: “The development at the corner
Is going to increaso traffic, and I'm just
ded o be told that the more do-

‘Then the voto was taken, 3 to 3. Since
there was a tie vote, Larry Lichtman,

velopment we have at the corner the
leas traffic it’s going to generate. If

zero.”

And the residents were incensed.

1, for one, do not want Farmington
Hills to turn into a huge, massive com-
mercial development. I have lived bere
for 18 years and Jove this community,
Those of us who live here want what's
Dbest. if this development is allowed to
stand as is, it will open the door for
every other vacant piece of land to be
developed beyond its current zoning re-
strictions. Is this what the reaidents of
this community want? I think not.

And the residents are not finished.
They will be heard!

Sharon Stein, a Farmington Hills
resident for 18 years, is a former con-
sumer offairs reporter for The Detroit
Newws.

LETTERS

So many thanks!

he North Farmington High

School class of 1994 wishes to

thank the following busineeses
and organizations for their contribu-
tions and donations to our Senior All
Night Party held June 5. Thanks to
your gencrosity our “Cruisin’ the Night
Away™ affair was & huge success.

Thanks go to: ABC Warehouse,

Adray Appliance, Affordable Travel,
‘Mexander Hamilton Life 1

1986, Farmington Families in Action,
Farmington Hilla Market, Focal Point
Studio, G/S Leasing, Gemini Travel,
Golden Phoenix Restaurant, Guys N*
Gals, Hair in Vogue, Hearts & Roses,
Hoa Kow of West Bloomfield, {lona &
Gallery, It's the Gifts, Jack Cauley
Chovrolet, Jax Kar Wash, Joseph Xa-
vier Salon, Dr. Danny Kaplan, Kmart
and Kohl's.

Thanks also goes to: Joyce and Rob-
an Koukulic;‘MlM Kupelian, Leo's

Co., American Legion Northwest Post
190, Amici‘s Italian Village, Amway,
Andy's Restaurant, Anita's Kitchen,
Bel-Aire Drugs, Bellissima Salon, Big
Boy Restaurant (15 and Orchard

laki, Kim and Terry
Livermore, Lord Fox Restaurant, M B
Jewelry, MADD of Qakland County,
Mark Shopnick Jewelry, Marks Elec-
tric Co., Marvin's Marvelous Muscum,
b.inx & Erma’s, Meijer's, Meriwethers

Lake), Big Daddy's Parth Bill
Cook Auto, Bob Saks Olds, Book Couz-
ens Travel, Bookpeople, Botsford Hos-
pital, Brass Pointe Restaurant, Bud-
dy's Pizza, Cellnet Cellular, Chili's
Grill & Bar, Choo Choo Deli Express,
Cinderolla's Castle, Clipper's Unisex
Salon, Country Ridge Market, M/M
Demeter, Diane & Company, Jerry and
Mary Ellis, Emery’s Jowelry, Executive
Printing Service, Farmington Elks

Photos: We lose credibility
when seeing isn’t believing

eeing is believing.”
“Photographs don’t lic."

Mectrovision, Michi

Nationn! Bank, Mike & Son’s Party
Stare, Mike's Cleaning and Tailors,
Mop Shop, New Mardaran Garden,
Optimist Club, Orchard-10 1GA, Out-
back Steakhouse, Papillon Saton, Pet
Supplies Plus, Pizza Papalis Tavernn,
Rags to Riches, Rams Horn (13 Mile
and Orchard Lake), Rear Ends, Rick-
shaw Inn, Roland Optice, Sheila and
Louis Rose, Karen and Bill Rosender,

7-Eleven, Sandra Shapiro, Slades, Sov-

freely through its natural course. A
amall babbli: rfall exists where

ercign Sales, St. Clairo Inc., S

R Gail and Ron §

Stylist Club Salon, Talking Books,
Target Stores, Sports Club, The Stu-
dio, TLC Auto Wash, Travelers World,
Ultracom Inc., Under It All, United
Artists Theatres, Uptown Deli and
Warren Druga,

Thanks also to: Cindy Weiser, West
Bloomficd Lanes, Whirley Ball West,
Wing Hong's Tokyo, Wrap It Up and
M/M Zietz,

North Farmington, class of '84

A great help

n behalf of the city of Farming-

ton Hills, I would like to person-

ally acknowledge the Farming-
ton Observer's cooperation in publish-
ing several articles prior toand a
wonderful picture-filled atticle after
Rouge Rescue "94 held Saturday, June
4. 1 am sure all of the participants en-
joyed reading the articles.

‘Through the efforts of eur volun-

teers, the river in this area now flows

one jam was removed. It was hard,
dirty work, but much was accom-
plished.
Jean Barrett,
assistant to director
of public services,
Farmington Hills

How about travel?

have read in the Farmington Ob-
I server about some peaple of Alban-
inn descent who are upset because
the Farmington Public Schools are not
supplying their children with a certi-
fied teacher fluent in the Albanian lan-

guage.

The people have even sued the
school system over the issue and of
course, the schools claim they don't
have the money to pay for a teacher
that would meet their needs.

All I can say is: Please give me o
break!

Today's socicty has forgotten that we
must be responsible for ourselves and

that it's the parcnta’ responsibility to
educate their children, The people in
this case come to a strange country and
find that everyone in the United States
doesn't speak their language. They ex-
pect us to foot the bill for an Albanian
teacher for their children.

The public has the duty to provide
“freo” education, and the lessons are
taught in English. Just as every other
immigrant that has landed on our
shores has had to learn the language,
a0 must these people,

1 am irritated that these people
think that they are entitled to whatever
they want and would even go so far as
to sue in court to get it. If there arc as
many children as they claim (65}, then
may | suggest they pool their money
together and hire a certified teacher of
their choice. No one is stopping them.

Next, they will be suing the schools
because Albanian food isn't served in
the school cafeteria, If hiring a teacher
won't suit them, may I suggest a travel

agent?
Charles L. Moran I,
Farmington Hills

Leaving Your Job?

Don’t Forget

s Wo all grew up believing in those max-
Ims. And rightly so, because the image of reality
produced by a photograph was — by definition
— an accurate representation of what really was
out there.

Technically, there was simply no way thata
photograph could be altered so0 as to change en-
tirely the reality it represented without the
viewer's being aware something fishy was going
on.

. Of course, pictures could be aitbrushed to re-
maove an unfortunate mole on the arm of a mod-
¢l or cropped to eliminate an unsightly smokes-
tack on the edgv, or even juxtaposed and
reprinted 20 that two people who nover met ap-
pesr to bo talking in the same room.

But using any of these devices is fairly obvi-
ous to the careful viewer. And, more important-
ly, none made it possible to alter entirely the

L pond b image and
reality which provided the foundation of credi-
bility for generations of newspapers readers,
moviegoers and slide viewers.

But today’s computer technology makes it
casily possible to scan a photograph into a com-
putar, digitize the imago, and manipulate it in
virtually any way a skillful technician wishen,
One can, for cxample, place by computer a third
eye in the middle of a porson’s forehead; the

11 . 1 imego is indistinguish
able from the real thing. You can't tell if the
picture s real of manufactured.

All this came into focus a couple of weoks ago
when Time magazine got into hot water for run-
ning a computer-altored image of 0.J. Simpson
on the cover. The original photograph showed
Simpson in a police lineup Jooking unhappy at

being charged with murder but recognizably the
handsome, friendly follow wo knew from tho
Herts commercials. The Time cover had beon
manlpulated by computer to mako him ook
much darker, more somber, more threatening.

Moat critics panned Timo for, in effect, lying
10 its cover photo. The PR guy who defonded it

‘an “an lcon” crested by an artist who alwaya
makes his subjects “brooding, elegiac and
samber” sounded pretty silly.

Forus in the

To Take:
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this is not silly stuflf. Our I)cliuvu’hil.ily as an That's what you could pay in

aceurate source of information — including the
photographs we publiah — is our most precious
asset. Loso your reputation for telling the truth,
and pretty guick you're out of the newspaper
business.

‘When this technology first came on line —
and we have it, and use it for making the bright,
full-color pictures you scc in this newspaper —
1 wan concerned cbout preciscly thia point: If we
acquire the technical capacity to alter pictures,
how can we maintain our credibility with our
rendera and our Jard
folka?

1 wrote an internal memo way back in 1991 on
this point and asked our staffers to come up
with a suitablo reaponse. It didn't take long for

John Reddy, our vice president for news mat-
ters, to lay down our policy, entitled "lmago In-
tegrity” and printed here in its ontirety:

“Never alter news or feature photographic
content. Use only standard photo printing meth-
ods such as burning, dodging, black-and-white
toning and cropping. Limit retouching to remou-
al of normal scratehes and dust spots.

“Label photo images uscd as part of drama-
tized artistic ittustrations in ways that distin-
guish them from legitimate images.”

I hope our policy is clear: We don’t and won't
uno the new image technology Lo lie to our read-
ers.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. Hix Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 853-2047 ext. 1880.

Your opinions 7Teli us and your neighbors what you think sbout the opinions
count... expressed by writing a letter to the editor at: The Observer,
a- 21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 48336. Or, if you hovea
N Touch-Tone® phone, you ean leave a voico mail message for our
columnists. Their numbers are listed ot the end of cach column.

taxes and pemadties if you
receive your retirement plan
assets, which are cligible for

rollover,

tolting them over to a Rollover
IRA. And that's why it's so
importnt that you know the
facts before you make a deci-

for you insteait of going to penaliies and taxes.

i
$oe 2 free RuBover IR fact b and

Al Your
vacahon

directly rather than

sion about whatto do P[( somal Jee if you mike two trades or
s with your retirement more each year in a Fidelity

as ethica plan distribution. o TP Brokerage IRA} )

A R(zl’lovcr IRA keeps Ask for your frec rollov

100% of your money Fidelitys new educational guide,

working for you Leaving or Changing Jobs?,

When you open a Fidelity Roltover 1RA, all can help you understand your

your eligible retirement money goes o work rollover options and which

Visit a Fidelity Investor Center or Call 24 Hours

Birmingham
280 North Woodward Ave,

1-800-544-9797
Fidelity % Investments®

fime-

choice may be best for you.

More choices, lower costs
AFidelity Rollover IRA also helps
you imest more for your retire-
ment because our No-!
No-Fee IRA means:
 No sales charge when you
select from more than 50
Fidelity funds for IRA investing.2
o Noannual IR fie on mutual
fund accounts with a balance
of $5,000 or more held in your
Fidelity IRA
» No aunual Brokerage IRA

Southficld
First Center Office Plaza
20955 Northwestern Itey.
Sulie 175
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