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Council builds
racial bridges

The F:oméngln'n:!-‘u'm‘igmnn Hills

Council
haa an unwicldy name.

The council also has an unwicldy task: To sen-
sitizo our ity to the growing di ity
among our commurlity’s residents.

‘13 8 multicultural-multiracial council necea-
sary in our community? With 64 (that's right,
641 different cultural groups known to be repre-
sented in Farmington-Farmington Hills, my an-
swer in an emphatic “YES!®

Racism and claims of cultural superiority are

di ike poi icrobes with no anti-
bodies to counteract their insidious naturoe, they

-} invade with great case.

Racism invades

Onee lodged in the human heart and soul,
Tacism and claims of cultural auperiority aro like
nails without heads devastatingly difficult to re-
move.

Tho council, as it is constituted today, camo_.
together in 1990 to aecok tangible waya to make
known that Farmington-Farmington Hills is a
rich tapestry of cultures and colors.

With the belief that such varioty enriches tho
fabric of n community, the council secka in a va-
riety of waya to find meaningful waya to foster
the dignity of all who live and work in our com-
munity.

Composed of representatives from the schools,
the city guve nts, tho religi H
and the community at-large, the council began

. meeting its charge with efforta that heightened
* swareness of our community’s diverse nature

among teachers, students, tho polics, city em-
ployces and the religious community, =~ 7

In 1993 the council broadencd ita scope and
offered the community two workshops, designed
by the council and gracioualy hosted by tho
Botsfard Inn, Tho focus of these cvents was to
understand and value cultural diversi'y.

The council's goala include improving race re-
lations in our cammunity and improving the cli-
mate in the community so

* Farmington-Farmington Hills might be known

s a place that truly promotes inclusivity.
Ono way the council is broadening its out-
reach into the community is through a monthly

. series of community forums,

Diversified progrdms

Beginning this past November, the foruma
have centered on auch topics as healing unaware
raciam, revisiting Martin Luther King'e dream,
getting to know about the Arab-Chaldoan com-

. munity, the availability of Joans at low interost
| rates to people making

integrative moves
i&m ou.rr wza;unli.;y od l;he Olnk.luld County
nter for n ’a volunteer program
designed to -umn{';" families meking pro-inte-
grative moves.
The forums, which begin again in the fall, will

1. bo held the second Tusoaday of each month from
* 8:00-9:16 a.m. at the F

Training Center.
Anothcr opportunity for residents to sharo

" their viows and loarn from cne znother will bo

salons, which are small-group gather-
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Table top publishing: For Marilyn Rowens, her kitchen table has been the drawing board for her more than 200 “Many-lectures
on the Human Condition” cartoons.

‘Stick’-<ing to her p

By BUE MASON
BTAFY WRITRR

Marilyn Rowens feels close to tho
cartoon she draws, so much so that
she has conversations with it about
the captions.

But evon with such closcness, she
has yot to give the character a
name. She is just “my stick figure.”

“I'm not an artist,” she said. “To
put a stick figure on paper is not
easy for mo. I sort of have to imag-
ine how she would do something
then figure out how to draw it

And o stick figure is just what the
stick figurs [s - a simple face, sot ofl
by a mop of curls and eyeglasaes,
straight lines for a body and feot
and squiggles for hands. She really
is & young veraion of Rowens, oaly
because her croator hasn't figured
out how to give her gray hair. She
did tzim up her coif, thoug!

She can bo found ¢linging to the
world, also the logo for Rowens’
Mini-Lectures Press, sitting croas-
legged in the grass or swinging from
the pendulum of & clock.

And while the draw! are sim-
ple, the captions are ng but,

Her globe-hugging caption notes
that “Asido from wary, catastrophic

viows and values may be eom})lomenuryorwn-
trasting but always worthy of being heard.
At a rocent of the council’s steering

. ingw in homes. . saccidenta, the relontless chaos of un-
These gathorings will be ajmed at ing re- proedictabl her, murder, iliness
Iationships among neighbors whose pointa of and death . . . the world is a won-

derful placel® .

The cross-logged one reads: “Life
1a ono big question] Who am 1? Why
am 17 What are my goals? What {a

Marilyn Rowens

hasn't given her cartoon char-
acter 8 name even though she's been drawing for
almost 20 years, She calls it “her stick figure”
and sees it as “her inner child” that stors in her
‘wMini-Lectures on tho Human Condition.”

my direction? Whore am 1 going?
And when 1 get there, 807"

As for the pondulum pase, “Lifo {s
like ing o dul

Rowens bolieves her cartoon cre-
ativity stems from boing the ceremo-
nial director for tho temple for 27
years, She is responsible for tho dra-
matic programs, servicea and holi-
day colebrations, which has Ted to
the dovelopment of WE DO {(Women
Employed in Dramatic Outreach).

Rowens also is active in humanis-
tie Judnism ond is president of the
Leadership Conft of North

nap “ e
Vory often you think you are going
forward . .. but ond up right
whero you started!™

‘My inner child’
“She is an expression of my deep
phllu-oph’):.: u'ld Eqwem“‘szx‘a'n my

hilosophy

my mind and havo done it on paper,
it's easy.”

It may sound casy, but Rowens
pointa out that if she didn’t have a
publication deadline, there probabl.
would never have been a cartoon
Then again, there are those discus.
sion sho says sho has with her sticl
figuro obout those captions.

“My stick figuro in one cartoo

satd ‘1 om responsible for my own .

has cs-

America, Thoe organizati
blished a leadershi

ro-
gram to cortify leadors and by
completing the training, Rowens i
ablo to officiats at weddings, funcr-
als and baby namings.
“Humanistic Judnism is roally
ltural Judaism,” she said. “It em-

P un:
rolinquishing inner child. She's
what keeps me young.”

braces all of the history, colebra-

The 65.yoar-old Livonia rosid
began drawing her stick figure al.
moat 20 years ago to include in the
newslotior sho has publiahed

hly for the Birmingh
Temple in Farmington Hills,

The newslotter comes out 10 times
a ynar and after threo yoars, Rowens
gathored up tho 30 eartoons and pro-
duced tha first of her *Mini-Lecturcs
on the Human Condltion” in 1881

“Everytime 1 fee! I hava enough
cartoons, 1 do a booklet,” sho ox-
plained. “They’re used for fund-réis-
ora by the tomple and I uso thom as
calling cards.”

8ince then she has done four
rore of the B%-by-4%-inch booklats -
oIt Doesn’t Hurt When I Laugh” in
1983, “Beyond the Middlo Years™ in
1986, “0'World" in 1880 and “Life on
the Not-So-Faat Track” published to
celebrato her 86th birthday this
year - with tho help of her “partnor
in crime,” her husband, Jack.

tions, holidays and all the cultural

itives and celebrates thom in a
Eumaniutle way so wo foel tho
strongth to solve tho probloms in
our lives comes from within us.*

Summaries made
As a londer in the movement,
Rowens haa dono a lot of philosophi-
al ling. The mini-lect

** Rowen aaid. *1 developed

more respect for her and realized -

that this woa a growth process.

=A stick figure is universal; cvery-

one can draw one. But then I decid-
ed that she's not a stick figure, but o
cartoon, and she loves it.”

‘When she first published the car-
toon, people saw it as “cute.and
clever”; now they look forward to
each new onc. Some wonder how ehe
comes up with new ones; others find
them meaningful. For those who
find them meaningful and say they

“love them,” Rowens gives them

coplea of her minf-lectures,
“My stick figurc is possibly one of
our philosophers,” sho said. “She ap-

c

she snid, are conclusions drawn,
summaries made of that. They are
an exprossion of trying to solve the
problems of the world, “somo with
smilos, somo with teara.”

While Rowens has beon drawing
her stick figure for two decadces, the
firat timo she was awaro of her was
in kindergarten, Her approach to
the cartooning is to first decido on
the caption then on what the stick
figuro is doing.

“The captions got clear while I'm
driving and then I sit at the kitchon
table and figuro out what thechar-
actar is going to do. Onco Lhave itin

knowledge, boauty, roason .

and all the wondorful knowledge

shared in philosophy.

Rowons has as many stick figure .
cartoons as thoughts in her head, |

sinco thoy come from her thinking
and being concerned about tho world.

*1 hope they will nover stop com- -
ing because they'ro an oxpression of
being alive and boing involved with

lifo and relationahips,” sho said. "And

{f I continuo to deal with feolings and

relationships, thoy will nover end.”
For more information about the

Marilyn Rowens’ mini-lecturcs, write

to the Mini-Lectures Press at 28650
Fargo, Livonia 48162. :

*Two years
‘many more fights in my school
than there are today, I want to ask you this: Is
there moro peace g in my school
and the community because of this coundil?
Efforts count .

My answer was: “I beliove each effort to set

h Idvt:ll‘oct.'
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Pageant promise

Talent and besuty will be combined for an
ht beginning at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 13 at Viadimirs in Farmington
gan will turn over her crown

'armington

avening of de!

Hills whan Julis Dugan
to s new Miss Parmington.!

. The contestants are; Megan Smith, sponsored

that demands roapect for cveryons
racist behavior from no one, the more pescs and
undern! be in our community.”

Tbmhan:&lngzl!ywwntwmkmmk.

you have to walk the walk. .

. During this year's Pounders Day Parade on

Saturday, July 16, the multicultural-multiracial

countf) will bo 1’1} our commu-

nity's comthitmaent to a placs that honers
calsbratos its different racos and cultures.

walk the walk

with us by joiningusin -
mwhm#n&gwuwg’ww )

aventa. AN
For mara datails of the council's work and
mﬁ,‘uﬂm’l‘b’oyp‘immutew-l 08,

The Rev. Dr. Browater H, Gere i pastar of the. .
'Mﬁubyurbn(.‘hurhofrmdnmmlnd .
V' ditior; Wk i3 inpolved in i

ammomlww

by 14Q L Gmu“ﬁ.
by Bon Ton Shoppa; Julle Stocke
ancy Wkite, -the

Fitspatrick,

by Halr Impressions; Tricia Bamnes,

Metro : Theresa

King; and

Point Studios, -
" Live antertainment will be pra

sounds of TT Lock

0

ponsored by

Plats Lady; and Kathi
Con!

sponsored by temporary Awards.
, Other contestants are Sara Urevig,

sponsored

by
Kuclo, spensared by B
Andn;&n.amnngybyw

v
Kathy Wineel.
" tary color guard will add the pa

& mili-
to.the

svpa.nache and pomp

Miss !hmlngtan,199-1994, will turn over her cn-zulm» .
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