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ART ON THE EDGE

Ba Hassey

Mixing metals: Judith Fitzpatrick brings
fine jewelry with geometric and archi-
tectural influences to the Ann Arbor
Street Art Fair July 20-23.

Ann Arbor
fairs draw
top talent

bat’s bot in the world of art? Find out at.
the featival filled with fun, musle, enter-
tainment, and of course art.

M Jimmy Buffett’s coming to
Pine Knob and that means
the venue will be packed
with manie fans who are
brightly dressod and some-
times costumed. The Parrot-
heads are coming.

BY KYLE GRXEN
Sreciar WaITER

Golng taa Jim-
my Buffett concest
isn't xs easy as
buying a ticket. It
takes a tropical
wrardrobe and spir-

it

The brightly dressed fans make
his shows a spectacle with their
brightly colored wear, plastic lob-
sters, shark.finned hats and flying
beach balls. They clasp thelr hands
over their heads in the form of &
shark (in during Buffett's song
“Fip."

Marlene Bulfa will decorate her
car to make sure that Buffett fans
know how serious sha is about her
admiration for the singer. Along
with being the Midwest Tropical
Apprecistion Society/Detroit Par-
rothead Club president, she’s also a
fan. Her car will bear fllers and
posters complete with tear-off Infor-
mation about ber club while she
dons the group’s T-shirt to help ad-
vertise it. The organization’s banner
wilt be flying above several other
member’s cars.

Club member Paul Saloka of
Sterling Heights has found no better
way to hooor his muaical hero then
t> dress up as a buman volcano,
modeled after the Buffett song by
tho seme name. The costume, which
consumed 5% feet of his 5-feet 8-
inch body, was d from

Parrotheads

July 20.

whose resemblance to the singer's

Doin' ‘The Fin's Next week is a big week for the Midwest Tropical Appreciation Socie
Farrothead Club, founded by Mariene Buffa of Detroit, Jimmy Buffett plays two sold-out show
at Pine Knob Music Theatre in Independence Township on Tuesday, July 19, and Wednesday,

<

For fun the organization has
hly beac!

nama s purely col

Buffett’s shows, which come to
Pine Knob Muaic Theatro in {nde-
pendence Township July 19-20, are
so0 important to his fans that they
have been known to schedule eventa
around Buffett's shows. Buffa, for
czample, scheduled her wedding to
John Schwendler of Phoenix a
month befors Buffett’s shows so as
not to interfere.

‘Tho appreciation society {s one of
28 Buffett fan organizations scat-
tered around North America and
one of two in Michigan. (Buffa, for-
mer president of MENSA, sure has
appreciated Buffett. She has only
missed one of bis shows since 1979.)
She sald her group has a different
twist to it. Buffett is known for
focusing attention on ecological

but the local it

and was completo with
flowing lava made from plaster mold
d, he said.

The Ann Arbor Art Fairs roll in Wedoesd
through Saturdsy, July 20-23, offericg nessly 1,000
exhibitors working in an array of mediums from
painting, deawing, sculpture, ceramic und print-
making to photography, glass, metal, jewelry,
mized medis, wood and fiber.

fiber.

1f you're into one-cf-a-kind clothing you'll find
plenty of hand spun, woven painted wearables
at the four-day art extravaganza drawing 500,000
visitors anoually.

“The faiz is actually three separate fairs in one —
the Ann Arbor Street Pair, State Street Art Fair,
and Summer Art Fair sponsored by the Michigan
Guild of Artists and Artizans.

*More than likely, ] will wear it to
the concert. When Buflett comes to
town, you know you can go crazy for
awhile,” Saloks said.

This fun-loving spirit doesn't end
with BufTott's shaws, bowever. In
the case of Buffs and the 165 mem-
bers of ber group, Buffett's fun-lov.
ing spirit is celebrated year-round.

“We like the way his music makes
us feel. It's pure escapism and fa-
naticiam and it’s fun,” said Buffs,

tion is more socially conscious.

In less than two years of ita exis-
tence the Appreciation Society has
donated canned food and raised
$1,200 for the Gleaners Food Bank
through fund-ralsers.

Member Tom Wikol of Birming-
ham sald being a Parrothead has al-
lowed him to grow socially.

“It makus you a more well-round-
ed person not only personally, but
eocially because you can be around
s0 many people young and old,” sald
‘Wiko! who is a member along with

his wife Debbie.

ly parties ot Carlos
Murphy's restaurant in Southfield
and other locations in Southeastern
Michigan. The social focus is what
persuaded David McDade of Flint
to joln the organization.

1 think I joined because of Buf-
fett's music, but Buffett is as active
in the community it comes outina
group,” said McDade, the club’s 30-
year-old vice president.

Despite that, it's the music that's
drawn the group togethor, Buffett s
known for his easy-going calypso/
reggac-based storytelling about sim-
ple topics such as drinking a blend-
ed tequila cocktail (*Margarita-
ville"), eating America’s most popu-
lar tailgating culsine
(“Cheeseburger in Paradlse™) and
one of the moat unpopular days of
the week (“Come Monday™).

“I liko the songs,” explains High-
1and resident Judy Culbertson, 49.
“His songs tell storles. It’s not the
stuff you can't understand. It's good
music."

As for BufTett's new album “Fruit
Cake,” Buffa views the 23rd release
as a mix of the past re-packaged for

y.

“It's more of a mixture of stylos,”
said Buffa who bought “Fruit Cake™
a fow days after it was released.
“Somo stufl on this ono sounds like
old Buffett, some sounds like new
Buffett and soms stuff sounds like

ty/Detroit

wir
*80s Buffett.”

“0ld Buffett tends to be moto
acoustic and mid-'80a Bulfets tends
to be more electric. The new Buffett
sounds 1lke ho has a 50-pioce band
even though he doesn’t, but it
sounds more calypso.” :

The Appreciation Society's Par- o

heads sro 1 throuh St B
the state with the largest population—™
centered In tho metro Detroit area. ..}
Membership also extends into Ohlo, .. §;
California, Arizona and Wisconsln
and southem Ontario, Canads, with
ages ranping from pre-teento 60, iR

“It's unusual for one genre for &
music to attract such an ago span. g
Most (musical) groupa focus on one |~
wpan of tho music market. (Buffett) “t- B
never intended to bo & family show, njc
ho's said over and over,” asid Buffa, my«
who also operates her own tailor-
made Hawallan shirt business
called Tropical Tallor. iy

“All Twant is for pooploto have -
fun and good clean fun and enjoy
themaelves and if we can help othera
in the process that's great.” b

Jimmy Buffett performs two sold-
out shows Tuesday, July 19, and K
Wednesday, July 20, ot Pine Knod .« {/
Muzic Theatre, I-75 and Sashabaw
nehip, For
more information, call (810) 377-
0100. To contact the Midwest Tropi- -
cal Appreciation Society/Detroit

[TTT|
t

LS

Parrothead club, call (800) 618-3644. "' [*
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