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{'ﬂflhe firat time, bad & chan

down there. ] lived Just ane and &
haf blocks.from the beach.”
For Liebowits, it was an excit.

or +5," he said of America’s space
| “Th 0

bigofa llll'p{hﬂ, Licbowits said.
“1

pl ey were
that they could fit into the cap-

time. Ho was away from home -~ sule. I'm 6-foet, o it was strange

e to
scuba dive. And he worked at
Cape Canaveral on the most im-
portant sclentific project of his
time.

“By then, they (the Sovicta)
weren't that far abead,” he re
called.

In fact, beating the Soviets to
the taoon was a race that did not
involve radically mew technol

talking to them.”

In addition, some of the stories
about the amorous adventures of
the astronauts scemed believable
to Lishowlitz.

“I remember one time when
thero was a red Corvette parked
on the platform,” ho said. I went
out to see what was golng on and
there was Alan Shepard (Jr.) talk-

blonde.”

gles.

“It was a matter of making
things big enough,” he sald. “We
knew bow to doit.”

Lisbowitz said the oft-used

" comparison that “If we can put 8

A

man on the moon, how come we
can't , . ." usually misses the
point by comparing something we,
had the technology for to some-
thing we don't or that involves
other problems.

Although he had little contact
with the astronauts, on occasion
one or more of them would ask
Liehowitz specific q 1
about his area of rtise — the
rocket launcher and its attach-

mants. -
“I don't think people realize
that they were only ebout 5-fect-4

ingtoan i

Licbowitz said although the
contro) room, whers ho sat during
much of the Apollo 11 mission,
seemed highly b d, the

one time as wo
were golng through the pre-count-
down checkbook, we found a pres-
sure hose that had beon hooked
up to the wrong place,” he said.
“That's after four poeople had
checked it. It was just too com-
plex. You knew something had to
go wrong sooner of later. The
clock Just ran out.”

Although he ls proud of the job
he did, when the Apollo program
was cut back in 1870 and
Liebowits was lsid off, he dida't
look back, landing a job In the
auto industry with Volkswagen.

He bad met some famous peo-

1 was pretty p.
by today’s computerized stand-

"

'All we had were monitor
lighta,” he said. “If you were to
pull off one of the panels, you'd
just find a bunch of wires.””

As an engineer for Ford Motor
Co. the past 21 years, Lishowitz
has seon the radical changes in
technology. And ho's been & part
of the auto giant's success, in-
cluding development of the power
traln for the Ford Taurus.

And although he was saddened
by the Challenger tragedy of Jan-
uary 1985, it didn't come as that

ple, including the father of rocket
sclence Wernher von Braun, But
many of his colleagues don't even
know that Liebowits waa part of
that history.

“It was & good experience,” he
sald. “But it was a first job. I
hldl'::l really thought of it as a ca-

7.

Licbowite sald he isn’t noatal-
gic for that particular part of his
past. But being part of that giant
enterprise has given him o sense
of accomplishment,

“1 think it showed that America
could do it," he said. “We really
never doubted that we could.
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