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TV show gives renters new lease on rights *

chasing & home,
or perhaps some
folks are forced
back

rental

into the

market
due to financial
setback, divorce,
job changes or

retirement.
Whatever the reason, 47th Dis-

trict Court Judge Fred Harris is
quick to point out that “it pays to
be cautious when renting.” This
was the impetus for his decision

" to produce a video entitled “Know

Your Righta — The Lease Agree-
ment.”

One would think Judge Harris"
days would be busy enough with
his court-filled docket. Yet his

ion and civic minded
are revealed when be speaks of
why he took on this matter.

Even though tenants’ rights
laws exist all scross the country
in various forms, a lease is a con-
tract. It scriously affects your
rights as well as your obligations.
Breaking a leasc isn't casy. In
fact, most leases favor the land-
lond.

All tou often in his court, Judge

Harris has witnessed the tenant
coming in without the representa-
tian of an attorney. The tenant
has no money. Ho's there bocause
he can't pay his rent — how then
can he afford an attorney? Howev-
et, one seldom sces the landlord
without an attorney.

'I:ho program isa drun.ll:iuuon

P o
Village Players, produced in con-
junction with the Gakland Coun-
ty Bar Association and the

gcuchnfeem Oakland Cable

(o Y
production coordinator Kevin
Southers and Farmington Hills
video staff David Tictmeyer and
Michael Clayton). You can see for

o's o
1andlord will aign the lease sgin?
Did you know month-to-mon
leases allow the landlord to ralse
the rent at any time? Besides,
with a manth-to-month lease, the
tandlard may terminate the lease

within 30 days notice.

How do you make sure you
receive all your security deposit
back? That's whero the impor-
tance of the commencement and
ters lnation inventory checklist
comes In. State in detail the be-
ginning condition of the apast-
ment. Ty 1o complete It topether
with your landlord. Be suro to re-
quest the checklist from the prior
tenant. Completing this lst can
protect you from future claims
brought sgainst you by tho land-

yourself some of the pitfalls «lord for damages.

tenants may run into when sign-
ingalease.

The program offers some great
advice such as, don't be preax
into signing the lease right away.
Read it carcfully, Ask questions.
If it's » ope-year lease and your
employer decides to transfer you,
the lease is still binding. Perbape
you can find & person to sublet

If you are sent a “notice to
quit™ for non-payment of rent
(which is tho stast of the eviction
process) and you simply cannot
pay your rent — move
the landlord files suit snd the
matter goes to court, the sheriff
can come and forcibly move you
and all of your belongings on the

at 9:30 p.ra. July 21, Remember, if
you happen to misa the show on
this date, Friday is Viewer's
Cholco Day on Channel 12, Re-
quests for programs are taken by
calling MetroVision at 553.7303,
ext. 251,

11 a.m, — Coffee and conversa-
tion

Noon — Farmington Hills Pollce
Journal

12:30 p.m. — Dollars and sense:
Bob Moitser
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Is the most comprehenstve, effective
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step process Is vital tn providing the
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" Your Link To Better Communication’
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