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Women must
demand pay
equity

You're worth 704 on the dollar to men,
You're two-thrids as good as your brother.
The ratio prevails since heaven knows when,
A female, you've never known other.
No imatter you're bright, a worker to boot,
For your charm, your groce they will hail ya.
But money, promotions? The subject's not moot,
You were bors with the wrong genitalial

In a nutshell, that describes the situation of
women with respect to wages; a simple anatomical
difference, present ot birth, mandates that thoy will
go through life carning less than their male coun-
terparts, 70 cents on the dollar at present, leas, if
they aro part-time ar scasonal workers.

As college groduates, they will carn less, on aver-
age, than male high school grads, and because their
wages aro lower, their pension and socinl security
benefits will be lower in retirement, their incomes
will sink to 58 percent of that of men.

The low wages of women are a principal cause of
the feminization of paverty in America today.

“Equal pay for equal work” legislation, on the
books for decades, has failed to remedy the situa-
tion, since women remain clustered insales, service,
and clerical joba in which salaries are low and
fringe benefits, such as pensions arc non-exiatent.

An influx of women into traditionally male-domi-
nated fields has not helped; rather wages for men
and women alike have declined in such ficlds. The
work women do, both inside and outside the hame,
is undervalued, simply because it is dono by women.

H Most work bocause they need
thoe monsy. Without a leveling of
the wagoe field, many of them will
moet the fate of tholr mothers:
poverty In old age.

Big loss

According to recent U. S.Labor Department fig-
wres, the average American woman loses $420,000
in carnings over her lifetime due to wage discrimi-
nation. It is no accident that the bulk of the clderly
poar are women, sinco low wages during tho wark-
ing years translate directly into low income in re-

:| tircment.

Social security and pension plans aro sex- ney-
tral in atructure, but they discriminato agalinst
1 women, too, rewarding malo work patterns of long,
] unbroken service at relatively high wages.

: Women Jeava the work fores to bear and rear
children, to care for the elderly disabled, and move
when their husbands are transferred.

Each re-entry into the labor force may mean &
fresh start at lower wages. Tho majority of
American women betwoen the ages of 18 and 64 are
in the paid work foree, including mere than half of
thoso with infants under one year.

Dismal fate

Most work because they need tho money.
Without a laveling of the wago field, many of them
will rmect the fate of their mothers: poverty in old

age. .

As long as they have access to the fncome of a
husband or other male, they may escape that fate;
without that, poverty, thy name is Woman!

The Michigan Pay Equity Netwark (PEN), o
coalition of more than 70 groupe, is committod to
mdinm discrimination againat women and
other vantaged pereons. .

A member of o national allisnce, PEN includes
{abor unions, womwn's and &ivil rights organiza.
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Ploneer: Greg Frohriep has begun a nonprofit company o solicit donations from fc
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™ Breaking the silence

G -y Frohriep r

BY DIANE GALE
STAFY WRITER

* Imogine watching the local news
without the volume and having no
means to hear or understand what
the people aro saying.

That's what most deaf people in
Michigan face. Gregory Frohriep
wants to change that by bringing
full live captioning to tccal news.
Currently nel 4 has a limif
system, but much of tho live cover-
nge is omitted, sald Frohriep,
adding that ho hopes to change
that by bringing the program to
channels 2, 4and 7,

Captioning provides t; tten
toxt of what ia being said at the
bottom of the screen, similar to for-
ofgn movie captiona. .

. Alot of people think most deaf
people can understand almost
ovnryth{inz that's being said by

rea: ps.

“QOnly a skilled }ip reader can
‘read about 30 percent of what is
being said, end that's with o person
in person,” Prohriep sald in aj
language to Deborah Ripple, who
works ot his  company,
Communication Worka of the Deaf
in Farnington Hilla,

Loftygonl -
. Pﬁ{ﬁ also ostablished a non-

profit business, Caption Wor)
_Deaf, with the hopes of bringing captions
to local television news. Currently, most
deaf people forgo the broadcasts, because
they can’t understand most of what is be-
) ing said, Frohriep said.

tly started a non-
of the

profit company, Caption Worke of
tho Deaf Inc., carlier this yearto -

provide closed-captioning program,
Mot of his time has boen dovoted
to writing and looking for grants
that will take on the cost, And sincs
most foundation ropresentatives
aren't familiar with captioning and
life as a doaf person, Frohriep has
to explain every dotail,

Like tho fact that telovision seta

to Spanish-speaking Americans.

Deafness changed path
In fact, Frohriep said he sces his
deafness as a God-given blessing.

_Growing up in White Pigeon, a

amall southwestorn  Michigan
town, he was € yoars old whea he
had a high fever and was injected
with a-serum that would bring hia
body temperature down. The doc-
tors told his parents it was cithor
that or he would die, Ho didn't die,
but tho modicine killed nerves thot
affected his hearing, and he today
he is 100 percent deaf.

- .“] boliove God wanted me to
help in the deaf community,”
Frohriep said. “It's vory wonderful.
I'm};m happy.”

5 4

built sinco July 1992 ‘must be
cquipped with decoders,

And the fact that Michigan has
600,000 deaf or hard-of-hoaring
peoplo, the fourth-largeat papula-
tion in the country. Jn the Dotroit
area thore aro 280,000 hard-of-
hearing and deaf peopls and in the
United States thore are 26 million,
according to the Division of
Deoafnoss, an entity of tho
Department of Labor in Lansing.

Frohricp stresses that doaf peo-
ple do not call themaolves hearing-
impnired,
impnired implies a problem and
most doaf people do not perceive
themaolves s having a problem.
Most deaf people prefer to be re-
forred to as “Deaf™ with a capital D,

. Frohriep said. Tho capital lctter is -

ueed because doaf peoplo want to ba
viewod as a minority group, similar

because the word

d college at Roch

Institute of Tochnology in
Rochoster, N.Y. in the collego of
Natjonal Technological Institute
for tho Deaf and carmied a degree in
media production.

“When I gradusted I looked fora
Jjob, and it was roally tough,” ho
said, “I wanted to set up somo kind
of business and help people ugdsr-

" said, “Wi

Captioning local news will open doors

rights to doaf people. He also re-
cently sold captioning decodors to
five Mz, B'a restaurants, allowing
captioning on their large screens.

“Hearing people like it, too, be-
cause it's so loud in there that they
can't bear sometimos,” Frohricp
' want to encourage other
restaurants to de that, too,”

His company hae provided live
captioned caverage of - the
Thanksgiving Day Parade and the
Catholic TV Network of Detroit.

Accepting deafness.

A lot of times, the biggest obata.
cle is gotting peoplo to accept that
loved ones aro daaf and to offer
thom everything that's available.
Frohriop tells a story about a
woman who didn’t know anything
about sign language when she gave
birth to & son who was deaf, The
doctor told her the boy should learn
to lip read. The mother always held
out hope he would ono day hear. -

“The problem is this medical
porspective to fix probloma,”
Frohriep said. “In tho regl world
am'o doaf, If children don't learn a

stand the deaf and im-
prove necess to deaf poople.”

Subtle ngpronch .

Rather than force tho laws on
people, Frohriep prefers to “edu-
cato” pooplo of the laws that offer
doaf people certain rights, like aux-
iliary aids in businesses, organiza-
tionw, schools, . governmental
entitics and hospitals,

He worked with the Divislon of
Denfs Lm"d' ided captloni

for t

in the third ér fourth
yoar of lifo, their cognitive akills
are behind.”

Frohriop invited the mother to

attond a sign-language 3
“Now it's wonderful to sos thia
woman start to open up to tho deaf

community,” ho said. *Nifiety per-
cent of deaf children come from
hearing ts, and many parents
don’t want to learn sign

- They think it's Y}udu world.”

In fact, Frohriep sald, his own
parents haven't learnied to sign.
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By ETiteL SIMMONS
STAYY WRITER .

Afor 50 yoars of teaching dance in Michigan,
Roso Maric Gregor has a lot of memories.

But past, prosent ond futuro are all inter-
twined, for Gregor doesn't plan to call it quita or
oven slow down, She continucs to teach dance at
The ity House in Birmi where
she has held classes sinco 1063,

Her studenta came from all over tho country
for The Community Houso'a recent 80th anniver-
sary party honoring Gregor, a Farmington resi-
dent. Among the gucsts was Barbara Hanahan of
Birmingham, whosa daughtor, 23-year-old actresa
Shoils Hanahan, studied with Gregor for many

yoars.

“Shoiln loved her,” Barbara Hanahan sald. *1
think the discipline and the stick-to-it-tivencas
she uu!h‘t thom is w-hy Sholla is whore she {8, A

tions, and p
dadml,lndothomPlyEﬂg.llkann
Comparable Worth, would te compensation for .
workers besod on the skill, education, training, de-
greeof bility, and working conditions of o

particular fob.
ltmd?hﬂmuuzmuyuﬁbﬂmd
charscteristics of the job bolder as the of the

y actress, Shelln is appearing
in “Judicial Consont,” & murder mystery with
Bonnie Bedalia to be reloased in tho fall.
Although Sheila couldn't attend the anniver-
sary party, sho did sent along a photo. “Wo con-
sider her a wonderful friond,” Barbara Hanohan

said of the ,
. 8omo of Gregor’s students from her very firat

donts who went on to bocome profossional
dancers. Sho also pointed out, “Wo have so many
girls who became doctora - you know, the disci-
plino of danco.”

A student onco called to say sho was studying
1aw ot Wayno State University. “That aounds
tough,” Gregor told her, “Not as tough aa what
you put us through,” thoe atudont remarked.

Gregor sajd that her students, who study
dance six to cight hours n week, are often quickly
accepted by the college of thoir choico becauso,
“Hors's a youngster who can commit to somo-
thing.” She noted, “The kids of danco ara reaily
with it. Therg's no such thing as a dumb dancer.”

Started ballet company . .

"The teachor had her own dance studio in
Detroit boforo coming to The Community House,
whore the dance p ad boon a jonal
one. “Whon I atarted, I made it into a clessical
ballet company,” she sald. ~ .

Firat called the Birmingham Ballet Company,
tho troupe later bocame the Peforming Arts,
Group of Birmingh rogo ded this to
three companies by adding a junior company and
an app! { P o {os AT now
disbanded.) At the samo time, the school changed

A happy half century of téaching ballet

wage determinant. The of any individual or class at Tho Community House showed up at the  its name from The Community House Dance
group [s & concern for all of us. . party, Part of what the glue ia that Grogor  School to the Birminghnm Ballet & Jazs School.
' It robe mh of their dignity, swells the welfare takes a real personal intarcst in all her studonts, *From the nucleus of that ballet, many young-
ils, and taxpaysrs. It is especially de- hoplm touch with thom through the yoars, sters wont into tho career of dance, I toll them to
plorsble when ft results from a - *They of me as their mother,” sho said. Luse your danco for life skills, Get a career, just
tic one cannot von! ;o . - . ‘dance ns an avocation, But many were bumning to
|| e dhoid i demaiog Py By gl | Lookn VX CUIPRIER et st o Grdgor oimtas sh has auched heLyven ol
Y outr represental " n the Ru! nyder m, downstalrs at The regor estl! she has hod the lives of d
i | vansing S Community Houso, whare the Blrmingham Ballet - more than 5,000 atudenta, “T've gona to wedd! . SO STORMIANDYSTATY PUOTOURARIEN
; H R : L ; & Jazz School has its dance studio, Gregor spread  everywhore,” sha sald. “I'm always the fiest to Getting it fight: Rose Marie Gregor works
Y Virginla Nicoll is president of the Older Women's . a fahle with clippings of newspaper articles sbout know if thoy're having a baby.” When astudent ,..on ballet student Laura Na 14, who
*| Leiygus of Michigan. A feminist post, aha hoa lived in . | - ha classes and har students” caresrs. - e i : budving wi varre, 24, Wie
| Fermingtonfor 13yeore. - iy 1. Thislively wormn showed pictures of herstus 1. .. o . Geo RALLET, 20 . has been studying with her for seven years,
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